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INPonUATlVE NOTE 


June 22. 1969 


Attached sets forth inforwitlon 
received from highly sensitive New Tork 
source concerning contact between Stanley 
Levlson and Harry Wachtel. Levison was 
advisor to Martin Luther King, 
as late as 1964 identified as secret CP 
member. Harry Wachtel Is New Tork 
attorney and advisor to Southern Chrlst^i 
Leadership Conference, organization 
founded by King. 


Discussion between Levlson and 
Wachtel relates to special coverage by 
the FBI including coverage of King. 
Wachtel mentioned he had talked to Clark 
(apparently former Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark) concerning this special^/ 
coverage. Teletype indicates Levlson^? 
to 'meet with James Wechsler, New Tork 
newspaper columnist. 

Due to nature of source and 
material contained In teletype, >io . . 
dissemination being made. 
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FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS FURNISHED BY 

CLASSIFY "SECRET")N 
ON JUNE TWO ONE, SIXTY NINE- L>- 

ONE JUNE TWENTY FIRST, NINETEEN SIXTY NINE, 

HARRY WACHTEL, NEW YORK ATTORNEY AND SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE ADVISOr', TOLD STANLEY LEVISON 
THAT THE GUESTS AT A PARTY ON JUNE TWENTY, LAST WERE 
TRYING TO GUESS THE IDENTITY OF THE COMMUNIST-MARXIST- 
LENINIST LAWYER WHO HAD BEEN TAPPED. WACHTEL SAID HE 
COULD ONLY ANSWER THAT IT WAS NOT HE. THE GUESTS 
DECIDED THAT IT WAS (WILLIAM) KUNSTLER, NEW YORK ATTI^NEY. 




WACHTEL TOLD THEM THAT HE DIDN'T KNOW, BUT THAT 

//7 

i*' 


IT WASN’T CLARENCE JONES 


END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

LEVISON TOLD WACHTEL TO TELL HIS (WACHTEL'S) 

CLIENTS WHO THE LAWYER REALLY WAS. LEVISON HAD ALREADY 
TOLD MOE FONER, OFFICER OF L^CAL ONE ONE NINE N 
DRUG AND HOSPITAL WORKERS, NYC. 

WACHTEL SAID THAT RAMSEY CLARK IS HITTING HARD 
AND THAT KATZENBACH IS SITTING THERE SAYING NOTHING. HE 
SAID THAT THEY HAVE PRETTY WELL ACKNOWLEDGED THEY ARE ALL 
INVOLVED, NOV THAT ROBERT KENNEDY PUSHED IT. WACHTEL SAID 
THE WHOLE THRUST IS NOW THAT KENNEDY DID JsIOT PUSH IT. 


JNEDY DID Jji 

LEVISON SAID HE SAW (JAMES) W E -XirfeR, NEWSPAPER 




COLUMNIST, AND ASKED HIM WHAT KIND OF THING THIS IS. HE SAID 
wecKil^^ 

HE TOLD WEXfc & R THAT CIVIL LIBERTIES ISSUES WERE ALL RIGHT FOR 


HIM TO HAMMER ON, BUT WHAT WAS THIS. LEVISON TOLD WACHTEL 
THAT WfcYLtg WROTE THE ARTICLE WHEN HE WAS DRUNK. LEVISON 




SAID THAT HE HAD TOLD MOE TO TELL W E - XbCR TO LAY OFF THE SUBJECT. 

WACHTEL SAID HE INTENDED TO CALL ON THE BASIS OF 

THE MIAMI HER^D THING AND POINT OUT THAT IT WAS DON 

FROM NINETEEN SIXTY ONE ON. 

) 

END PAGE TWO 
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WACHTEL SAID HE WAS NOT KEEN ON ACQUIRING TRANSCRIPTS 
OE TAPED CONVERSATIONS. LEVISON THOUGHT IT N^VE TO 
THINK THEY TAPPED THE OFFICE AND NOT THE HOME. HE SAID 


THAT THEY WOULD TAP THE OTHER END TO GET MORE MILAGE. 
LEVISON SAID THEY WOULD TAP HIM (LEVISON) AND NOT HIM. 
WACHTEL SAID "I HAVE CERTAIN WAYS OF GETTING SOME 


VERIFICATION AND I HAVE INTENTIONS OF GETTING 


U Pit k I 

IT IF I CAN"M 


WACHTEL SAID THE TIMES HAD AN EDITORIAL ON BUGGING 


IN CHICAGO. HE SAID THAT WHAT THE FBI IS DOING STANDS 


ON ITS OWN AS WRONG. 


A 


LEVISON SAID THAT IN GENERAL WHAT IS NEEDED IS TO 


GET HOOVER TO BRING THE TAPES OUT, BUT THAT CORETTA 
(KING) DOES NOT WANT TO GO FURTHER. 


X 


LEVISON SAID HE KNOWS THIS GUY ARRINGTON (PHONETIC) 


THAT HE IS SOME SORT OF A PROCURER. WACHTEL THEN SAID 


THAT HE WOULD NOT TELL LEVISON ANYTHING, BECAUSE THE 


LATTER’ S LINES .MAY STILL BE TAPPED. 

LEVISON SAID THAT j tf ' XLK IS A SCHNOR FOR MAKING 




IT ALL PUBLIC. HE AGREED THAT CLARK IS A GOOD GUY 
FOR what he is SAYING. 

END PAGE THREE 












PAGE FOUR 



WACHTEL SAID HE TALKED TO CLARK A LONG TIME ABOUT 
VHAT WAS IN THE TAPES, AND THAT HIS FUNDAMENTAL NOTION 
WAS THAT IT WAS NOT REALLY VERY CONCRETE. WACHTEL 
SAID IT DEPENDS ON WHO IS SITTING UP THERE. HE SAID THAT 
IN CLARK’S TIME, IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE TO HAVE 

A VIEWING (OF THE TRANSCRIPTS) UP TO THE POINT OF 

♦ 

MAKING THE DECISION OF WHETHER OR NOT TO SHOW THEM 

t 

CPUBICALLY). 




ON JUNE TWENTY ONE, SIXTY NINE, MOE FONER TOLD 
STANLEY LEVISON ABOUT THE MIAMI HER^IlD ARTICLE WHICH 
STATED THAT THEY HAVE PICTURES OF KING IN BED, ETC. 
LEVISON SAID THAT THERE ISN’T ANYONE IN PUBLIC 
WHO ISN’T TAPPED. 

LEVISON SAID THAT KING WAS GOING TO SUPPORT 


ROBERT KENNEDY FOR THE PRESIDENCY. HE SAID THAT THIS 


FACT WOULD APPEAR IN THE BOOK. 
END PAGE FOUR 
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/’ You will recall that captioned individual has bitterly attacked the Bureau 

relative'td^re taps on Martin Luther King, Jr. In recent articles,-Rowan has 
I attempted to express indignation that King was in any way a national security risk and 
)has painted King more or less as an heroic figure. 

In this co^ection it is interesting to note that Rowan in an article 


entitled ^ Martin Luther King ^s Tragic Decision*’ (Reader’_s Digest,_September, 1967j_) 
presents a different vievnooint,relative to King. In this article Rowan is'critical of 
King for King’s decision to oppose American participation in the Vietnam War. Rowan 
• summarizes the accomplishments of JCing in the civil rights field and is commendatory. 

I Rowan said that he first met King in late 1955 and was cognizant of King's leadership 
I in efforts to gain equal justice for Negroes. Why then did King link his civil rights A 
I feats with an attack on the Vietnam War? ^ 

^ Rowan, in a section of the article entitled *The Halo Slips," says: I 

"But, inexplicably, something began to happen after a while. King seemed to develop 
an exaggerated appraisal of how much he and his crisis techniques were responsible ^ 
for the race-relations progress that had been made. " Rowan states that Negroes had^^ 
begun to grow uneasy about King. He no longer seemed to be a selfless leader. He ^ 
dramatically had himself arrested and then was out of jail in two days. King rejected^ 
the advice of his civil rights friends. Some said it was a matter of ego, that he was v '' 
convinced that he was the most influential Negro in the United States. Rowan now ad(^ 

j "Others revived a more sinister speculation that had been whispered 
around Capitol Hill and in the nation’s newsrooms for more than two years- 
talk of communists influencing the actions and words of the young minister. ^ 
This talk disturbed other civil-rights leaders more than anytliing else. ^ () 

O 

"I report tins not to endorse what King and many otliers wiU consider a 
'guilt by association* smear, but because of the tlircat that these allegations 
represent to the civil-rights movement. When King was simply challenging g 
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i Jim Crow, murmurings tiiat he was associating with, or influenced by,. 

I ‘enemies of the United States* had only limited impact. Most Congressmen 
and editors knew that American Negroes did not need a communist to 
tell them that they disliked being herded into the rear of buses, the 
balconies of theaters, the back doors of restaurants or a ramshackle 
school across the briar patch. But now that King has become deeply 
involved in a conflict where the United States is in direct combat with 
communists, the murmurings are likely to produce powerfully hostile 
reactions. They cannot help but imperil chances of passage of the civil- 
rights bill that would protect civil-rights workers in the South and make 
housing discrimination illegal. ” 

. Rowan concludes that it is a tragic irony that King, in his denimciation 

Jof the Vietnam War,would raise any doubt about the Negroes' loyalty to his country. 

Copy of article is attacheo. 
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?,v Caki. T. Rowan 


Wlvdi has caused him to jeopardize, by his ill-advised 
pi'oiiouuccmcnis on Viecnam, the movement he has 
so ably sensed? Another distinguished Negi'o looks at 
tlie man and his motives. 


N A CRISP, dear evening bst 
, April 4, the Rev. Marlin 

; Luther King stood in Kew 

' York City’s Riverside Church and 
delivered the most scathing denunci- 
: aiion of U.S. involvement in Viet- 
i nam ever made by so prominent an 
i American. He blvrlcd the United 
Si.ius “ilic j’rcatcsi purveyor of vio¬ 
lence in tile world loilay” and ac¬ 
cused ii of "cruel manijnilation of 
il.e |X)or.” I'ic x.iid that the people of 
Vietnam "waicli as wc fxjison ihcir 
water, as wc kili a million acres of 
their crops." 

He suicd that U.S. troops “may 


have killed a million South Viet¬ 
namese civilians—mostly children." 
He said that American soldiers “test 
out our latest weapons" op the peas¬ 
ants of South Vietnam “just as the 
Germans tested out new medicine 
and new tortures in the concentra¬ 
tion camps of Europe.” He accused 
: President Johnson of lying about 
* j>c.icc overtures from Hanoi, and 
j urged Americans to become “con- 
1 scicniious objectors." 
j Reaction across the nation and 
j around the world was immediate 
! and explosive. Radios Moscow and 
Peking picked up King’s words and 
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rar Kii.-nn^K's digcst 


N ).c.‘.»: Ui ..ij.'iuim la. 

:.’:a W i';.;c II>)i'.>c, Pivsiclaiulal 
,. .•.iilc .s!.oi;LCij, “My Cod, Kin^^ Jus 
' '. a s-'ccch on Vicinar.i ihai ^'ocs 

I’ rik;I'.t i!(n;'n ilia C'lr.imic 
,' 1'i !,m: |. ilwr.i ii 1. ir.uliii); 1 lia \vji a 
■t i. pi.ii;., jlil'.lir.l \\'u)i 

Iii;!u.s ic.ulct's. wruu^ slicir 

hands and. bc>;:in to plan steps to 
l.tke the already splintered move* 
iv.cni for Negro conaliiy out from 
r.ndcr ;hc onus of King's broadside. 
Site!: prominent Negroes as Roy 
W.ikia.s, cxceutive director of the 
Natioi'.al Asscciadon for ihc Ad- 
vanccmcnc of Colored People, Ralph 
Bu.nchc, Nobel Prize-winning 
United Nations lindcr-secretary, and 
Sen. Edward Brooke disagreed pub¬ 
licly w’ith Xing. Tnc directors cf 
Freedom Hoi’-se cnHcd ch.c program 
anvowaicd cen'.aooa.c 


ta.'.t Kn 




m iis 


ce:r.a;;og:c 


car gcs’crnir^c:'.:.” The Washington 
' Per;, long a supporter of Ki.ng, said, 
"Dr. King has done a grave in¬ 
jury to the great struggle to remove 
ancient abuses from our public life. 
' He has dinainished his usefulness to 
! his cause, to his country and to his 
; peoolc.’’ 

What sort of person is this man 
who has been awarded a Nobel 

Cuu. T. Rcwax, dirccrer cf tic 'C£. ia- 
fcc.-radoa A~cruy trc:r. rcbruiry 1904 to 
Scptcaibe.' is-j, eow whtci e lyndicctec 
ccla.T.a foe more tl'.aa roo ccwspaperi ia the 
U'altcd Stetci utd ahroed. He u aUo a radio 
acd TV eonuneautor ter the Weidr.fhoute 
B.'Cidcashas Co. At director of USIA. he 
wa* the fi.'jt Kc^rc to attcad meeda^t of the 
* Kauoaal Security Couadl acd of the Preti- 
dcat's cahiaec 


k’'i' DICfiST Sepfember 

l^uncc Prize and denounced as a 
kn.tvc, all within three years? What 
do h^.artln Luther King and his re¬ 
cent actions mean to the nation and 
10 die sc.iriug di''|>uif;. ill.it i»>w 
irn.l lli>' t'lVil iiidil-. iii<nriii<'iil 

hiii*:J-h)ui:j;’jtlai. h> uiuirr:.iani! 
King’s unique position in American 
life, we must go back to January 15, 
1929, when Michael Luther King', 
Jr., was born in a comfort.abic 13- 
room house in Atlanta, Ga. Plis 
father and his maternal grandfather, 
the Rev. A. D. Williams, had be¬ 
come, via Ebenezer Bapust Church, 
two of the great preachers of the 
South. 

• By the time “Little Mike" was six 
(when his father changed both their 
names to that of the leader of the 
Protestant Rcfor.m.ation), he was 
Well aware of the raci.al s:ru‘'t:Ic 
around him. Grandfather Williams 
had bee.*', an early leader of Georgia’s 
chapter of die NA.^CP. His father 
fought for equal salaries for Neg.-o 
teachers and to abolish the Jina 
Crow elevators in the Atlanta court¬ 
house. And young Mardn soon 
knew at firsthand the hurt and 
humiliadon of discrimination. He 
has recalled as one of his angriest 
hours a bus ride from Macon to At- 
ianu, when a bus driver called hicn 
and his teacher “black sons of 
birches” because they were slow in 
surrendering their seats to white 
passengers. 

A bright, sensitive student, King 
entered Atlanta's Morehouse Col¬ 
lege at 15, toying with the notion-of 
burning a lawyer or doctor. There 
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luther la.vc'S tragic decision 


he re.'.J 'i'hore;iu‘^ “E^sr.y on Civil 
Di>oheJ.-'.:s:e,*’ r.n.ci Dec.i/.ie con- 
vincv'J iw h.ic ;.o involve hir.isclf 
in scciul protest, and that only 
l'nvou);’r. il'.c rniniMry co‘nId he Uv.'.c- 
lifM *[lri‘(iw!v. Fjoir. M.iidiiinso. 

Kt.r; wriu l«i tli.i/.'i *1 I»r«il. 

Sc..'.ill.iiy. ii’. tlluMvi, I'.i., \v!icic 
. .T icw'iurc on Mohair J.is Gandhi 
led hiv.'. to devour every book and 
article written about India’s great 
Jcr.dcr of no.n-violcnt protest. 

• The thinking of __ __ 

Gandhi and Tho- 
rar.u was still burn¬ 
ing inside King 
'Ar.cn I fi.'s; met 
hini, in 1955. 

He was then in¬ 
volved in his first 
ir.a'or test of non- 
vxlencc and civil 
dliobedience in the 
Deep South. On 
December i of that , 
year, a Negro seam- 


Baptis: Church. When the driver 
ordered Neg.'-oes to stand so that 
whites could sic, Mrs. Parks refused 
and was arrestee. Widun hours, Ne* 
grccs had launched a 99-percent ef- 
fecuve boycott that threatened to 
ruin the bus line. 

As a reporter for the Minneapolis 
Tribune, I went to Montgomery and 
was permitted to si: in on the strate¬ 
gy sessions of the Negro leaders. 


King’s gift of articulateness, his ap- 
•p.i.'e.'.t lack of personal ambition, 
his willingness to stand up to tough- 
jualking city o.T.cials made hi.m the 
in.itur.al leader or the movement. The 
city anc'.K'd it5 Negro religion,', 
.uui jk.iitiv.il ir.ttlns; .t iHtinli rx- 
plo.lrd on King’s Ironi |>4irch. JUti 
tile boycott held firm for ^ha tense 
days, and led to the U.S. Supreme 
Court decision ouebwing bus scgrc- 
gation.The Neg.-ocs of Montgomery 
had won a great vic¬ 
tory, and Martin 
Luther King was 
world-famous. 

- B rjjij t n la: c_0 f 

Rirhicousncss.*’ 
How did King rise 
to the pinnacle? He 
had charisma—a 
down-to-earth sin¬ 
cerity, an ability to 
wear the mantle of 
the church in such 
a way as to suggest 
a special closeness 
to God. He won 
the grudging admi¬ 
ration of white Americans and the 
support of millions of foreigners 
through his dignity, his willingness 
to take verbal abuse, to go to jail 
quietly—and to turn the o^cr check 
in the process—in order to achieve 
his goals. Ke seemed impervious to \ 
provocauen. He earned the reputa-1 
tion of a selfiess leader whose devo-1 
tion and wisdom were larger than ; 
Ufe. 

When a group of badgered, beat¬ 
en Negroes in Gadsden, Ah., were 


stress, Mrs. Rose 

Perks, had boerded ..... 

a bus in Montgom* The Rn. M&nin Lvlher Kitxg, Jr 
cry. Ah., where King had recently 
bcccmc pestor 0: the Dexter Avenue 
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THE T^AEiEKZ DIGEST Sepumber 

wor. ihc support ncccssory for the 
pr.ssagc of the civil-righis Iriws of 
196^ and 1965. liu: other Negro lead¬ 
ers, while no: belittling demonstra¬ 
tions, argued that the Negro could 
never forgo a reliance on the law. 
They pointed out that Negroes 
migit: still be walkingiiistcad of rid¬ 
ing buses in Montgomery had the 
lawyers not won their ease in the 
Supreme Court. They said that the 
Negro had to continue to seek 
strong Jegisladon and jusc court de¬ 
cisions. They argued that the cause 
required a shrewd, sometimes so¬ 
phisticated wooing of public opinion. 
Negroes had, in fact, bcgim to* 
voices no bitterness against the j grow uneasy about King. He no 
whites who have handled hum L longer seemed to be the sel^css lead- 
roughly.” If he became involved in ; er of the 1950’s. There was grum- 
crisis aft er crisis—the restaurant | bling that his trips to jail looked 
sit-in in Atlanta'in 1960; demonstra- ; like publicity stunts. When arrested 
dons in Albany, Ga,, in 1961; the ex- f in Albany, Ga^ in 1961, he had de¬ 
plosive Bir.mdr.gham pretests of \ dared dramatically that he would 
ipft; the Sel.ma, Ala., march of j stay behind bars until the city dc- 
1964—it was because, as one o: his | segregatedpublicfacilitics.Twodays 
aides said, “Ycu’vc got to have a ’ later, he was out on bail. In Su 
crisis to bargain with. To take a ^ Augustine, Fb., after getting Nc- 
modcratc approach, hoping to get ; grocs Fred up for massive demon¬ 
white help, doesn’t work.” j sirations, he went to jail amid 

.The- r-r.-:lo Itlios. But, inexplicably, • great fanfare. But two days later he 
'^something began to happen after a | was bailed out again, so he could re- 
iwhiic. King seemed to devdop an jeeive an honorary degree at Yale 
c.xaggcr.itccl app.'.'iis;il of how much {University. 

he anci llis crisis tcdwiicjucs were re- . Mnmn^rfng s, King really 

sponsible for the r.acc-relaiions prog- • gave both critics and admirers scri- 
rcss that had been made. | ous ciusc for concern in 1965, when 

He could, indeed, make a pretty * he began to talk about foreign pol- 
convincing argument that it was the jicy. In July of that year, he told a 
c.risis he and his followers precipi- Los Angeles group that the issues 
uted in Birmingham in 1903 that of racial injustice, poverty and war 
(;»pl*rd liic Nr/;.. ':. I'cvoliiiion iifc "iiicitiicibly IxMiiid logrilicf.” 


on verge cf violence, King asked 
vl'..‘:r. to ;vu; down ih.ei: ;u.ms. “Get 
the weapon 0: non-violence, the 
breastplate of righteousness, the ar¬ 
mor c; truth, and just keep march¬ 
ing," he pleaded. They did. And 
when the young minister said to' 
wl'.itci, “W’c will match your ca¬ 
pacity CO inHict suircring widi our 
capacity to endure suffering. We 
wiii not hate you, but we cannot in 
ah good conscience obey your unjust 
laws,” he disarmed many who held 
late.-;: hostility toward the Negro. 

“There is no arrogance about him, 
no i.ntcl'cctual posturing,” reported 
the New York Times in 1061. “Kc 
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1^07 .I'ARTl-N LUTHER K/NG'i’ TRAGIC DECISION 


V/r.^n ::dviscfs cxi.rcsscc doubts 
:;bo;u the v/i:.coni of linkin" l!;c 
three, he retorted: “0:;c cai:;.c: be 
just cor.corr.cd with civil rights. It 
is very nice to drink rniik at an un- 
serregated lunch' counter—but nor 
when Lhe.'c is strontium 90 in it.” 

A month later, he announced that 
he intended to write President Ho 
Chi Mirth of North Vietnam, and 
the Ic.idei.N of Souiii Vietnam, lUis- 

• sia anil the United Si.tics in an effort 
: i<» iviovc the war to the cttntcrcncc 

tabic. 

Then, in September 1965,110 called 
on Arthur Goldberg, chief U.S. dele¬ 
gate to tiic United Nations, and 
v'.r;;cu iltc United St.Tie.s to press for 
a U.N. scat for Com:nunist China, 
Abo, he a.%kcd for n h.alc in Ameri¬ 
can an Ntiikcs Nfirtli Victn.un, 
.uni iu' rr*'iiuiiirnilcd nr/.-iiiafiuON 
Willi (ur Vjr;.oii”. At liin. jH'niit, 

even, M'unc v>f bis strongc..: support- 

• ers began to demur. 

The New York yierdd Tribune 
s,aid: ‘‘Dr. King is already commit¬ 
ted to a massive, unfinished task in 
an area in which he has great in¬ 
fluence. He can only dissipate that 
influence by venturing into fields 
Lhat are strar.gc to hum*.” In a harsh¬ 
er comment, liberal columnist Max 
: Freedman asked, “Is he casting 
i about for a role in Vietnam because 

• the civil-rights struggle is no longer 
; adccuate to his own estimate of his 
! talcms.-" NAACP leader Koy Wil¬ 
kins, Whitney Young, executive di¬ 
rector of the Urban League, Socialist 
leader Norman Thomas, and Bayard 
Rustin, a thief planner of the great 


civil-rights i'r.,^rch on Wr.shiagton in 
1963 aitd him.y.Uf a pacifist, ali plead¬ 
ed in vain witli Kir.g not to wade 
into the Vietnam controversy. 

Why did King reject the advice of 
I his old civil-rights colleagues.^ Some 
} say it was a matter of ego—that he 
; was convinced that si.ncc he was the 
' most influential Negro in the 
* United States, Prc.vidcnt Johnson 
■ would have 10 li.-.tcu Uihitn and alter 
I U.S. |K)!icy in Viciiiam. Othrr.s re¬ 
vived a nu>rc sinisicr .sj)cculati(>n 
I that had been whispered around 
I Gtpitol Hili and in the nation’s 
: newsrooms for more than two 
' yc.ars—talk of communists influenc¬ 
ing the actions and words of the 
young minister. This talk disturbed 
Ollier civii-riglus leaders more tlian 
anyihin.i: else. 

I irpa-.l lin\ ni»l lu riuli»iNr wli.il 
King and ivi.iuy oihcis will con- 
s.dcr a “guilt by associacioii” smear, 
but because of the threat that these 
allegations represen: 10 the civil- 
rights movement. When King was 
simply challenging Jim Crow, mur- 
murings that he was associating 
with, or infiuenced by, “enemies of 
the United States” had only limited 
impact. Most Congressmen and edi¬ 
tors knew diat American Negroes 
did not need a communist to tell 
them that they disliked being herd¬ 
ed into the rear or buses, the balco¬ 
nies of theaters, the back doors of 
restaurants or a ramshackle school 
across die briar patch. But now that 
'King has become deeply involved in 
; a conflict where the United States is 
. in direa combat with communists, 
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t'.'.c rr.urir.urin:;- r.rc likely to pro- 
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Iiy hostile rcacucr.s. 
•They Cir.not heip but irr.pcrii 
chaoecs of pr-ssn^c of the civii-ripha 
bill the: would protect civil-righ:^ 
workers :r. the South and zr.aicc 
hcukng ci:.crirr.iriition illegal. 

K.ir.g ar.sv.'cred his 
critios. He hnd become convinced,. 
- he said in his April 4 speech zi New 
York’s Riverside Church, that 
Ar.ierlcn would never invest the ncc- 
cssa.''v funds or energies in reha* 
Ik-ir.'uiojj of its }x*or “so long as 
adventures liltc Vietnam continue 
to dr.aw men and skills and money 
like so.me demonic destructive suc¬ 
tion tube.” He told the Riverside 
audience that “We are taking black 
young men v/ho have been crippled 
by our society and sendir.g them 
Scoo m.i;cs r.way to guarantee liber¬ 
ties Ln Southeast Asia,whfch they 
have not found in soudnwest Geor¬ 
gia and East Harlem.” 

The latter is an old cry that seme 
Negroes have uttered in every 
American war. Eu: :n no confiict 
has a Negro with King’s prestige 
urped Negroes to shun battle he- 
cnuhc they h.wc nothing 10 fight for. 
King must have as.sunicd that the 
_ “new Negro,” lull of fru-straiion as 
he is, would be sympathetic to this 
argument, liut a recent Harris sur- 
I vey showed that almost one of every 
• two Negroes believes that Kiiig is 
I wrong—and another 27 percent re- 
•served jiulgmtni. 

1 find this opposition to King re¬ 
in.uKaltir (‘••iisidr i ing the .nnouni of 
ciuotioii aiu! .'liiga' iitvidvo) in ihc 


Negro revolution. It suggests that 
mo.s: Negroes arc oroud o: the in- 
tegrated performance 0: colored GIs 
in Vict.nam; that most Negroes sail 
think of America as iheir counmy 
'and do no: wan: to seem unpatriotic. 

! Beyond doubt, K.ing's speech at 
'Riverside Chur^ and his subsc- 
iquent remarks have put a new strain 
and new burdens on the civil-rights 
r movcm.cnt. He has become persona 
I non grata to Lyndon Johnson, a feet 
ithat he may consider of no consc- 
Iqucncc. It is aUo likely that his 
iformei friends in Congrcs.s will nev- 
!cr again listen to or be moved by 
(him the way diey were in the past. 

, This, too, may no: bother King. But 
■ it can make the dificrcncc between 
poverty and wcU-bcing for miliions 
of Negroes w'ho pnnot break the 
vicious circic of poverty and un¬ 
preparedness that imprisons them 
unless the President provides leader¬ 
ship and Congress provides the 

• circle-breaking programs and laws. 

Martin Luther King has alienated 
f many of the Negro’s friends and 
! armed the Negro’s foes, in both 
I p-irtics, by creating the impression 

• il'.at the Negro is disloyal. By urging 
! Negroes not to respond to the draft 
I or to f.ghc in Vietnam, l\c has taken 
la lack that many Americans of all 
(races consider utterly irresponsible. 

It is a ir.agic irony that there 
1 should be any doubt about the Nc- 
Igrc’s loyalty to his country—cspccial- 
{ly doubt created by Martin Luther 
King, who has hcli^d as much as 
any one man kj make America truly 
the Nrgro’s nmniry, Um‘>. 
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FROM 


Memoranu^.m 

Mr, Bishop 


6/20/69 




4 Tfolisr 


T*U. Roots 
H olres- 


SUBJECT MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


(r <(- 


Per the Director^^^nstructions yesterday, one copy 
of the news story c^tionedjiiK^ Wiretap Called RFK's Idea" which 
appeared in the June 19. .1969, issue of "The Evening Star" was / 
forwarded by routing slip to all SAC’s and Legats on 6/19/69, A 
copy is also being furnished by routing slip to all Bureau officials 
today. 

RECOMMENDATION: 


None, For information. 
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Wiretap 
RFK's Idea 

sserts Memo to FBI 
Cited Concern Over Marxism 


<Cop]rTtrbt IH* b> 

The E^eniBS Star Newspaper Co > 

By JEREMIAH O'LEARY 

Star Siari Writer 






C .* 






L-* 


The Evans memo aaid Evans 
replied to Kennedy that King 
was a man who traveled almost 
constantly and that it was ex- 
. tremely difficult to use wiretaps 
Wiretappiog of Dr. Martin Lu- ^fecUvely in such cases, 
ther King Jr.’s telephone was Hoover tokJ The Star that FBI 
proposed to the FBI by then At- officials also informed Kennedy 
tomey General Robert F. Ken- m that dme that they doubted 
Hedy in Jure, 1®^. and author- adv is ability of undertaking 
ized by him in writing later that electronic surveillance of Dr. 
year, FBI Director J. Edgar |)ecause of possible polit- 
Hoover told The Star today. iogl rep^ c tLs si»n s, 

Hoover revealed the ccmlents However, the second memo- 
of two memorandums in one of random cited by Hoover shows 
which Kennedy expressed con- that on October 7,1963, the FBI 
cem about possible infiltration chief reported to Kennedy that it 
of the race issue by Marxists was then technically feasible to 
and spoke of allegations that the apply wiretaps to Ki^’s tele- 
Negro leader was closely asso- phones at two places, one of them 
dated with Marxist ideas and at an unnamed location in New 
followers. York. 

That memorandum to Hoover, liiat memorandum constituted 
dated June, 1963, was written by the FBI’s request to authority 
Courtney Evans, then assistant, 
director of the FBI and liaison 
man with the Justice Depart- 



J. EDGAR HOO\'ER 


See WIRETAP, Page A4 


. J f J •: - 

w. 
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I M ment. It r^rted the substance 
^ of a conversation Evans had just 
had with Kennedy in which the 
Attorney General asked about 
the feasibility of installing elec¬ 
tronic devices oo King's tele- 
pb(»es. King beaded the South¬ 
ern Christian Leadership Con-i 
ference. l 

CMccrsed About Allegations 

Kennedy, according to the £v-' 
ans memo, was concerned about 
i^>orts that King was a student 
d Marxism, that be was asso¬ 
ciating with a New York attor¬ 
ney with known Communist 
connectkms, but that be did not 
openly espouse Marxism be¬ 
cause of his religious beliefs. 
Hw Evans memorandum indi¬ 
cated Kennedy wanted to know 
if it was tec^cally feasible to 
use eiectr(xuc devices to prove 
or disnrove these allegatioDS. 



ROBERT F. KENNEDY 



MAR'HN LUTHER KING 


/ a (J- / n 64 7 ' 36/7 

■'The Evening Star" 

Washington, D. C. 

June 19, 1969ENCL0SUIIE 
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was 
al. 

Asked about the results of the 
electronic surveillance today, 
Hoover declined comment. 

The FBI director told The 
Star: '‘I have never autlMrized 


King Wiretap RFK's 
Idea, Hoover Says 

CooUBoed From Page A>1 Tolson added that the monitor' At that stage, Kennedy and 
to proceed with the wiretap pro> device was '‘strictly in the Hoover broke off the {^lic ei* 

posed by Kennedy four months ^ internal security azaJ change of charges as if by mu- 
before. The document bears in t^refore was within the provi- tual consent. This was regarded 
the lower left-hand corner the ^ President partly as due to Kennedy’s reali- 

signature, “Robert F Kenne-” ration that his signed autborisa- 

dy,’’ and under the name the • Washington law tions were still in FBI files, 

date “lO-iOO." y®*"- to Puerto Rico partly to the rBI’s deaire not to 

Hoover did not indicate to The reached have special attention drawn to 

Star when the surveillance was comment. However, Twsday its investigative taehniquea nor 
Started but said the taps were Evans said he had no rec to engage in a battle with the 
discontinued on April 30 1965 At whether a wireUp Kennedy forces that could have 

that Ume Nicholas Katzenbach futhonzation directed at King poUUcal overtones. 

serving as Attorney Gener- involved in his The Justice Department on 

discussion with Kennedy. Tuesday declined a direct an- 
Aides to Sen. Edward M Keo< 

nedy, D-Mass., said today be swer when asked for doeumenta- 
would have no comment on tion of Tolson’s cooteotioo in ^ 
Hoover's disclosure. letter to Rowan. But earlier this 

Friends of Robert Kennedy “<«th. a JusUcc Department 

iastallaUon of technical electron- *“K®sled in re^nt da^; 
ic devices without written sn during 1964, in the penod accurate in every reflect in 
tooriTv ^ tte AUorJJv ‘ft®^ the assassination of Kesi- W? repeated sUtemenU that all 

^nly Of the Attorney Gener-p Kennedy, the at- wireUps were being authorited 

, torney general’s interest in “ advance and in writing by the 

Gwral during the 

a long smoldering controversy njoagH However the assassi- Ume-ipan of the controversy, 
^er the role of U« rai. a TXtice^depjrtmenT^«H 

ordinate b^eau of the JusUce Kennedy signed the Attorney 

Depar^ent, in usmg wvetaps authorization fw the *ti"g wire* General John N. UitcheQ had 
or other electromc devices in tap given Hoover permiasioD to 

investigative matters. The mat* Hoever and Kennedy, after the <hscuss the cmitents of secret 
ter came to a be^ Sunday when latter became a New York sens* documents of the King wiretap- 
Carl Rowan a (mlu^stfor The tor, accused each other of being P“«. replied simply, “no com* 
Star, charged that the FBI had responsible for use of hidden mi- ment.’’ 

DO authority to wireUp Dr. crophones in investigations. However, the qiokeman re* 
Kmg’s conversations. He quoted Evans figured in that contro- “iJ®d that the attorney general 
former Attorney General Ram- versy when Kennedy mad e pub- declined to authorize dia* 
sey Clark, who succeeded Kat* uc a February, 1966 , letter to closures in court of the basic 
zenbach, as saying “the implica- him from Evans which made the authority for the wiretapping. 
tioD that people thought Dr. point that ^ use of hidden mi-' Such di^losures bad been de- 
King was a security threat is miphones was not Kennedy’s re* manded by defense lawyers in 
outrageous-’’ jsponsibility but' suggest^ he the Houston draft evasion bear* 

1^ Rowan charges prompted may have directly approved the iug for former boxing chaxnpion 
Associate FBI Director Clyde A. | use of wiretaps on pMnes. That Cassius Clay. It was during that 
Tolson to write to Rowan early letter said the FBI sent natioiial hearing that the King wireUp- 
this week defending legality of; security wiretap requests toping was officially revealed for 
the King wiretaps. Kenney for approval. tlie first time. 

“For your information,” Tol- It is reliably reported that 
aon taid in his letter, “the wire- Kennedy was reminded by the 
tap on M^n Luther King Jr. FBI that it atill had in ita files 
was specifically approved in ad- the authorizations by him 
vance in writing by the late et as Attorney General for tele- 
tomey ^general of the United phonic wiretaps. However, Hoo* 

States. Mr. Robert F. Kennedy. ’ ver did not di^lose at that time 

any names of persons under 
wiretap surveillance with Ken¬ 
nedy’s approval. 
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MEMORANDUM rOR MR. TOLSON 

MR. PE LOACH 
MR. iULUVAM 

With r«|^ to the techniaU surrtUUuice and Inreetlgatloii o< the 
late Martin Luther King. J r, p 1 apte that copies of the material vsre sent 
to Carl T. Rowan, then Direc6£r of tbs United States Information Agency. 

1 farther note that the mortal, particularly tbs over-all summary memcH 
random of December 21, 1964, was widely distributed to representattves 
M thhXlOTemment agencies. I think there should be greater discrimination 
relatlTs to thejMssemination of highly confidential material. Certainly 
Rowan, even though he was Director of the United States Information Agency, 
should never have been famished with this material in visw of his known 
racist scUvities. I note the same material was disseminsted to Dr. Lslsnd 
Hayworth of the National Science Eousdation. I do not understand why be 
should have been included on the list for dlsssmination, as csrtalnly King's 
actlTities did not fall within the area oi his Foundation. 

Plsase initiate immediately a re-evaluaUon of the diesemiaatton 
of our highly aensUlve and confidential information. 

Very truly yours, 

ALl!f{FOP;wiMlOflCOrTAINn) J r-| 

liF^LK-n^UnCLASSlFiEr . • 

rn’'TF 3-l3-VI PV Jobn Edgu Boerrn 

Dlwctor 

4£H:EDM(7) , , 17’//'^ 

Jd o ~ /<3 C 7c? — ^^1 ^ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



Mr* Tolton 


DATE June 20, 1969 


Collfltiai 
Coorad - 

r*jt_ 

G«le_ 


FROM L. E. Wherry, Jr.,^S^ 



s^fBjECT: Call from Thf\Aasociation of UniTerait^.tfosaa* 




^rotivr _^— 
T*l*. Boon 
HotaiCB — 
Gm*r - 


r 





June 19, 1969 - 6:20 P, M 


A local call was received for you from a woman who C? 
said she was representing The Association of University Monen* a i 
They wished to express their disappointment in your statement 
regarding the late Senator Robert Kennedy and also Martin 
Luther^inq. -— 


She refused to give her name and declined to speak 
with an agent. 
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UNITED STATES GC 


MENT 


Bolton _ 
DvLooch 

Mohr_ 

B'thop — 
' a»p«r — 


• C; 

j yj. cf/iuf unuuf/c 


Caii.hon 

Con 

ca TO 

■ Mr. DeLoaclRl^^^i^ 

DATE 6-23-69 

GalJ^ 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 





Mi^ivon_ 

Tovol _ 

Trottor_ 

Toi*. ftoow 


#1 

W-n 

m 


pnr.T!!S5ffi= 


T* Eo Bisho; 


MARTIN LUTHER JONG, JR. 

SECURrry matter - communiot 

GASSIUS MARCELLUS CLAY 
SELECTIVE SERVICE NUMBER 154742127 
SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT 


By teletype of 6-20-69 Houston Office advised that a transcript 
of the testimony of SA Robert Nichols in the Cassius Clay hearing in Houston ' 
was obtained at 4:30 p. m. on 6-20-69 from the court reporter who had just 
typed the same. The Houston teletype advised of what SA Robert Nichols ^ 

t.\/ WAWI * 4A/ UtC W U VfU i.VX«U VUI f\ I I, X tiV 

teletype reflected that a4iile the copy of the testimony of SA Nichols was . 
being prepared at the home of the court reporter, one Ken Demaris, oOime 1 
magazine,, was furnished a copy for his review on the premises only by the 
court reporter and thereafter Immediately placed a long distance call through 
his Washington Office in which he proceeded to read the transcript verbatim. 

Current developments: ^t^50 p. m. 6-23-69, Bishop was 

FaI AAnFo/tFA/1 ama 1^1 a/t •• 

wj v/AXC |- — 111 r rrnj WtlV/ Mi(dit.ajLl.CV& DkD A 

repo rter for the Log>A!igeles Times in Houston. Teams . He stated that he 
h^l)een inform^d^at Agents of the FBI went to the home of the court 
reporter, Eypl^'werbeck, on Friday evening, 6-20-69, and secured ffrom 
her a copy or copies of the transcript of the tertimony in the Cassius Clay 
hearing vhich they informed her was to be immediately taken or sent to 
Bureau Headquarters in Washington, D. C. Chriss advised that he was advise 
by Miss Overbeck that the FBI Agents had asked her for a copy of the trans- 

a«* 4«<.F «<r>T ~ -3_ S _ 

w BAXXXBX Xlt UlC WBCXW, WiU XDB UCOIX CU tU IkUUW WllAk UIB fOX f^tJUXU ItUVlBV 

him about securing the transcript, such as: vdiy was it picked up, i^y was it 
being taken or sent to Washington, who ordered that it be picked up and sent 
to Washington, etc. He was informed that the FBI would have no comment to 
make on this matter, i 0 ^ i / t n 


RECOMMENDATION; None. 


X - MT, ueijoacn 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Gale 
r 1 - Mr, Jones 


For information. 


/^cf - 727 ^ Tfo^r 

^ (IB JUN 25 ]p6f 


.u.. 25 1369 


1 - Mr. Jones 
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REc-2^<n> 


/ ‘ 7 


if r. ^BiS^Gretiiawatt 
Aspocfatte ProfaMor 
^oluinbU7Sch ool ofE iCTr 
CblmiAl a Uplvr iity 
New York, New York 10017 



Deer Sir: 


Tour letter eontalnlng unwarranted eritlclem ef 
the FBI« elilch an>eared In the "Letters to the Editor of The 
Times" In *'71ie New York Times" on Jhne 14, 1960, has been 
brought to my attentlaa. In ttiis connectiQa, 1 am enclosing a 
copy of a letter by Associate Director Clyde A. Tolsoo of ttiis 
Bureau to Carl T. Rowan, who recently expressed similar 
unfounded charges in his column in "Ibe Sunday Star," 
Washington, D. C., issue of June 16, 1969. I ttiought you would 
want to be aware of the facts In this matter. 


MAILED 10 

JUN181969 

COMMFBI 


Very truly yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


^ cO '' ' ' 





.Hif-ur. W-L INFORMATION CONTAINED 

“ herein is unclassified ^ ^ 

' nAT F^. B Y 

JUN 

NOTE: Above letter recommended by Mr, Tolson and c< 
the Director. 
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UNl^Ef) STATES GOVt, ilMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT; 


DATE: 6-17-69 


Mr. Bishop 

^ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

KENT GREENAWALT n«Tr !! 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR \jMtQjLL2dsL —B Y5rt/J<^/i 4 
COLUMBIA SCHOOL OF LAW, NEW YOHK CITY , 
CRITICISM OF MR. HOOVER AND FB^N ^ 

WIRETAPPING OF MARTIN LUTHERTONG 


Tolior 



Reference is made to Letter to the Editor from captioned 
individual ^ich appeared in the 6-14-69 issue of ”The New York Times.” 
Greenawalt states he is “shocked by the disclosure of continuing electronic 
surveillance of one of the country's greatest and most respected leaders.” 
Greenawalt asks who authorized such a surveillance on King, noting that 
Ramsey Clark had denied one was authorized during his term as Attorney 
Gener^ and had stated that any Implication that the Justice Department thought 
King was a national security risk is "outrageous.” His letter concludes with 
the insistence that there be safeguards in the Justice Department to see that 
similar surveillances do not recur. 

DATA ON KENT GREENAWALT: 



Bufiles disclose a "New York Times’^ article dated 7-15-68, 
stating that a Miss Sanja Milic, a United Nations Human Rights employee from 
Yugoslavia,married Kent Greenawalt,aColumbia School of Law professor, in 
Yugoslavia on 7-14-68. Greenawalt was identified as a graduate of Swarthmore 
College with a Bachelor of P^qsophy Degree from Oxford University, and 
law degree from Columbia. 



According to the New York telei^one directory, a n R. Kent 
^^reenawalt resides at 410 ^vei^ide Drive, New York City. . ^ y ... )ti 

^ - f- - ~ ~ ' g 7 ^ 

RE CO^NDAT ION:. 26 ^ - 




For information. 






1 - Mr, DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
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1 - Mr, Gale 11 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
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Tolson _ 
DeLoach 
Mohr- 


L^tiers to the Editor of The Tifiics 





V^reta' 

To'The tdiDr: 

On page 27 of your June 5 
issue is a report of testimony 
I by an F.B.I. agent that Martin 
Luther King's telephone had 
been tapped for a number of 
years before his death. X may 
be naive, but I was shocked by 
Lhe disclosure of continuing 
electronic surveillance of one 
of the country's greatest and 
most respected leaders. Entirely 
apart from the ^tent illegality 
of this wiretapping, it is deeply 
disturbing that someone like 
Dr. King, who himself could 
have been thought “subversive’* 
only by the most fertile imag¬ 
inings of bigoted min^ was 
subjected to systematic inva' 
sions of his privacy. 

What reasons could there 
have been for this continued 
wiretapping? Do the same rea¬ 
sons apply to all controversial 
public figures? Who authorized 
this surveillance? It is still un¬ 
clear. to my knowledge, whether 
Attorneys General Kennedy and 
Kalzenbach gave such authori¬ 
zation. Ramsey Clark has said 
that no electronic surveillance 
of Dr. Xing was authorized dur¬ 
ing his term.^5-Auorney Gen¬ 
eral, and has called “out-, 
•rageous” any implication that 

I persons in the Department of 
Justice thought that Dr. King 
was a national security risk. If 
|so, does the F3.I. engage in 
such systematic incursions on 
its own initiative? 

Should the surveillance prove 
to be. in fact, as outrageous as 
it appears on the limited infor¬ 
mation we now have, are t^re 
any institutional safeguards in 
fihe Justice Department to see 
that similar cases do not recui? 
If the, public is to retain even a 

i modicum of confidence in the 
willingness of the F.B.f. and the 
Justice Department to be re¬ 
sponsive to the most elemental 
civil. liberties, someone needs to 
provide an answer to these 
questions. 

Kent Greenawalt 
Associate Professor 
Columbia School of Law 
New York. June 6. 1969 
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Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad ». 

Felt- 

Gale- 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan . 
Tovel_ 


Trotter- 

Tele. Room 

Holmes_ 

Gandy - 




■ U''.' ' 


ITte WaahingtoD Poet 
Times Herald_ 


The Waabingtem Daily News_ 

The Elvening Star (Waehinfton) 
The Sunday Star (Waahington) . 

Daily News (New Yoikl_ 

Sunday News (New Y«k)_ 

New York Post 


The New York Times 
'fhe Sun (Baltimore) _ 

The Daily Worid_ 

The New Leader __ 


ill 


The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer . 
People's World_ 


Elzaminer (Washington) 


Date 


JUN 1 4 1969 
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Aiexanana, va 

** ^0 JuncT.969 MTyWUo«lir 

;;My dear ;Mr. Hoover: ^ 

llr/callahatt- 

I eee tliat you have been forced to disclose memorandums in 

Mr. Gale_ 

your file aufiiorlaing wire-tapping rtsigsex actions against S'" ?“Tr*— 

^ • m Mr. BvHtTafl- 

Mr. Taaal_ 

Martin Luther King made because he might have been a ’‘threat" Trouer - 

Tele. Room— 

to the seecurity of the United States. Mi^ Ga^- 

- ^ ^ " 

dVould you kindly look further Mr. Hoover, and publicly state ff V " 

what other memorandums you may have on the same sorts of 

matters, that is, wire-tapping, or any other >ind of tapping 

of the private affairs of any United States Citieen, which as :you Qta 8 

\ iJ ^ * 

know, is contrary to the stated explicit protection guaranteed L. • ® 

r% C 


know, is contrary to the stated explicit protection guaranteed 
the United States Constitution to all its citizens. 

I say this, bedcause I have been extremely ^larrassed, annoyed 
hurt, and dismayed, and brutally tortured by your I repeat YOUR 
lirty Department's filthy secret service electronic devices against 


35 


Iwhich thereis no private defense ;unlesB you are a scientific mechanical 
mind, better than the machinery and electronic brain wave and thought 

, i 7 e ^Lc 9 ■ 

control equiptment pitted against 77]$ O /) ^ 

I am quick disgusted ;and greatl that s§ch'^{jfiL^ 9%d happen 

in file United States, wouldn't you say so, sir, being a deTe^ef'of 
the helpless, innocent and dexfenseleas against criim>^ # ^b4ab^«/ 




you are. And all your ; bosses, whoevi 


[mn 
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’'“.cs E. Ezbin 
S-ri'Street, Nc: &-vreGt 
lirijton, D. C. 2CC'5 


^3 18, 1DC3 
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itak-. _ 

Za*7^ . 
C«lier.aii 
Car.^-s — 

r«ii_ 

Cal^ 


CUT letter c:..tiinir.^ miTrarrar/ici criUeUis of 
'I £.,;,:c3rcd !r t: ^ to Do rator* cf ’’lEc 

: yi:;.. :>oct ar.d Time: Eerald’’ cr Jars 1^1, iCSa, tzz litea 
io ciy attsntic^., lu t::l3 cc^nection I tire ■. Ti3lc?32!J3'ia — 
:■: a letter by AGeociato Director Clyde A, Itolscn </Dis •' 
to Call T, P.ov/ar., ';.ho rccer.tly crprcssc-d simllax 
clai';Le3 in his cclama in ^'Ths Sunday Star," - ^ 

... ^C*, iorao c. fliiiic 15, ICGO* X thou^it you \voulid 
t: -: a-.rai'c- of the facto in this matter. 

Very truly yours, - . . * 

J. Edgar Hoov» ' J' 
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“ ■ HtRElTilSAJriCLASSlHED, 
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KOTS: Above letter recommended by Mr.' Tolson and concurred Inliy 
i^eDiKCtor. - , . 
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TO 


FkO.\: 


SL:i;T.C’ 



rM'i'!:i) s'l A ri:s t;(V^.RNMi:N'i' 

Memorandum 


Mr. BishOi.-^ ,. / 

\. 

M.'X! JC-ies 

■: 

J/J^rES E. SABIN, M. D. 
w;,3h;,':gton, d. c. 

CRITICISM OF MR. HOOVER AND, 
WIRETAP ON MARTIN LUTHE] 


c- 


DATE 6/17/69 


Gc 


^.livor. 

. : __ 


?«;«. Soo?r . 
Hc.:;r.e& „ 1, 


/ 


a ON 

[Jffi_ 


/ 




'(it- 


Reference is made to a Letter to the Editor from captioned 
individual which appeared in the 6/14/69 issue of "The Washington Post 
and Times Herald. " Sabin criticizes the FBFs "most recent foray into 
electronic surveillance," stating that the FBI cannot be excused for its 
wiretaps on King. He suggests that Mr. Hoover aeserves public rebuke 
for this action and removal from office. ' Sabin concludes his letter by 
stating that Mr. Nixon recently attacked student radicals for "moral 
arrogance" because they do not respect others, and that the FBI deserves 
to be judged by these same standards. 

f 

DATA ON JAMES E. SABIN, MD: 

Bufiles contain no identifiable data on Sabin. The D. C. 
telephone directory lists a Dr. James E. Sabin at 6666 32nd Street, 
Northwest. 

ALL INFORiMTlON COnTAlNED 
HERElf'l IS UNCLASSIFIED 

PATF ^-1 -b -W 


RECOI^IMENDATION: 


For information. 


1 - Mr. De Loach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
1 - Mr. Gale 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 

JVArjyc 
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■ A.. . 


—^ w O 2.-^i 


w \ 


rry t • t - f r 

j. lie of ■o't.icrs 


c.'.ii^i'.s shsuli ;’.o longer be 
s-'-oclic-r. by c:s.::.-icciu*. rnjscor.duc*. cr. i;-.e 
^pcir; 0 . our r.auor.al Icodors, but your de- 
t.>c;;puor. o: the FBI's ir.os: recent forty into 
electronic surveillance deserves comment, 
i'il'.c FBI cannot bo allowed to excuse itself 
with a hUad acknowlcd^it'.-ncnt that it “did 
no: follow ro;:;ular policy on this pi; Liculai' . 

\Ci-2:iS.) itt“vcillancc.'’ Jlr. Hoover ij.drscj-v:, 
ins of public rcbulte a; the very least, al- 
tiiOu;;h removal from office Is a m&jx* suita¬ 
ble response to this ille^'ol and immoral in¬ 
trusion on the rish: to private communica¬ 
tion. * 

The actions of a Federal agency cannot be 
rc^ulatod if its leaders are net held strictly 
accountable for the agency's conduat. Mr. 
Mtxcr.^ attacked student radicals for their 
'mcra: arrogar.ce" in his rceent speech, on 
■the basis c; their lack o: "respect for the 
‘^r.ghts c; others." The FBI deserves to be 
judged by the same standards we apply to 
the SDS. 

i . JAMES E. SABIX. M.D. 

, IVashir.fton. " ; 
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Times Herald_Ld 

The Washington Daily News_ 

The Evening Slur (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 

Daily News (New York)_ 

Sunday News (New York)_ 

New York Post__ 

■ The New York Times_ 

The Sun (Baltimore) 

The Daily World_ 

The New Leader 

The Wall Street Journal_ 

The National Observer ______ 

People's World 
Elxaminer (Washington) ’ 
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June 18, 1069 
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la'l (C-) 


“IVashingtoii, D. C. 20008 
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Dear 


With respect to jour letter uhich was received on 



.■jc,.. •■ 

V-’/f r ,^; 


June 6th, Carl T, Rowan recently wrote an article concerning our 
activlU^s relating to Martin Luther King, Jr. Enclosed is a copy 
of a letter dated June 16, 1968, from Associate Director Clyde 
Tolsoo of this Bureau to Rowan setting forth the EBPs position In 


this matter. 



mailed 10 

JUN191969 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


COMMFBI 


Enclosure 
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IHfORMAIIOtl cpttTMNED 

herein IS UNCLMSm^ 
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NOTE; Buflles contain prior correspondence with last 

outgoing 4-26-69 in reply to his inquiry concerning the Liberty Lobby. 


Tolwn _ 

DaLooch _ 

Mohr _ 

Bi.hop _ 
Ca*p«r 
Callahgn _ 
Coniod __ 

Tell _ 

Col. - 

Rosm _ 

Su 111 V or. __ 

Tov.l _ 

Tfoit.r — 
Tele, Room 

Holmes _ 

Candy — 
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Washington, 
June 7, 1969 


20008 


i/ 

b 7 cc: 


The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, 
Director of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation 
Deaprtrr.ent of Justice 
WP'hlngton, D.C. 20555 

Dear Sir, 

Mr C-sr.ius Clay, alias " Muharamed 
Ali has testified that the FBI 
"the late Rev, Martin Luthe r 
Cy J r, 's phone conv^sations. 

Mr, Hoover, Irealize that the Phi 
w .s only trying 'to protect the Rev, 
King, but, nevertheless, the action 
seems to me to be unwarrented, You 
know that wiretaps are an invasion 
of privacy, and shaulLdi, be used only 
after issuance of a court order, and i 
with the greatest discretion, J 

There is widespread defiance of law,^ 
today, Mr. Hoover, among all classes* 
Police agencies must set the best 
example of adherence to the law. 

Any other course only plays into the 
nands of the disrupters. 

Very cordially yours, 




j Mr. C^sp»r —^ 

Mr. Callihan_ 

Mr. Conrad 
Mr. Felt 
Mr Gale^yy 
Mr^en 
Mr. Sulljvi|ri/< 

Mr. Tavel 'ii_ 

Mr. Tr-cterV ..., 

Tele. Kotitn_ 

Miss H im-s. 

Miss Gandy_ 
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June 20, 1960 

& / (Tb ' / 0 CC?0 -2^0? 


•.^• .■' '• - 
vb-.-v 



b'/Ccj 



reeport, Texas T7541 


Dear 




la reply to your letter of June 16th, I am encloeing 
a copy of an article which'appeared in the June 19, 1969, issue of 
"The Evening Star, ** Washington, D. C., which concerns our acUv- 
ities relating to Martin Luther King, Jr. and sets forth the FBI's 


position in this matter. 


mailed 10 

JUN 2 01969 


COMMFBI 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


ToiMn __ 
D.Loarh - 
Mohr 

Bishop _ 
Cosp.r _ 
Collohar _ 
Coniod __ 

F.n _ 

Cole - 
Bossr __ 

Suliivon _ 

Tov.l _ 

Trelt.r __ 
T.l*. Root 
H olm** __ 
Gttidy 


Enclosure 

"The Evening Star" article entitled, "King Wiretap Called RFK's Idea, 
6/19/69. 

N^ra^^files show one reference in April, 1968, to one 
mi^of Texas whose name appeared on a list of IndividuS? h 
express!^ opposition to the Vietnam war. Our files contain no 
further information concerning him. / v 
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’reeport, Texas 
June 16, 1969 


775^1 


b'Kc 


Mr, J, Edgar Hoorer 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear hr. Hoover: 

Please reconcile for me (if you can) your devotion to "lav 
and order" with your department's ^authorized and Illegal wire¬ 
taps of the late Dr. Ma rtin Luther King, J r, 

I am simply questioning whose "laws" you are enforcing, and 
I htpe I receive an answer. 
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Jur.e 10, XOOS 

BY SPECIAL MESSENGER : 
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Carl 4, ^^ 

^ ^ V nil .;; H'dX 

V. V ' AA. ^>YcUuC| W>« 

V c--hir.jtcn, D. c. 2C003 
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cj- 


ALL INFORMATION CGNTAllta) 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED i 
DATE r> i3-&l 

-= 

?.'y c.tlcn-ticr- h -s b en c;i!!. d t-'> the* ri.sUck-iis ' ~ ' 
trtidr i tichyod vTot: ii: tbe LCXiC-:iy I't-j: 01 : Jun-; 15, I'jCD, 
c*> >-<V* *Tm w* i^oC'iCJTi &r'lrcctox' Ci llio PlL ~- ^~r -,— - 


;a rUii 
:c in 


..w.. 



Per your iiiTorir-Ltlon, thi- \xlrv kp c u 7.:nr 
■ .:t ^ r J. ,, v.'a^. Lp.ciTictlly ^^.^ircvcu In ndv.-jac. 

v.i by late Attorn.y Geneivl c: tli-.r UniteJ oUtifa, 

V r. ivobart i’. Kennedy. This cieVi.ee wn.: strictly In the 
iT,*ld cl in'erii..! iocurity iind, thereiore, v/as within the J. ; '^ 7 .--: 

wvicicn:; h'id dev.a by the tlr::: rrefid-nt cl the United - 
' • - .. a*:-' 


■v 

r-rn - 

*~ -g «J • :■ 




It i;: to be hoped thni ycu will give the game ;■ "TTr .J 


hublioily to tldo kttcr no wes given tc your Ecurriious 
.iuILerlnl. 


CL*Or^ 


l IV 

l<n Tiff.. V 



Yoero truly. 


.. 3 V 


-cc Mr. Kew^bold Noyes 
Editor 


Clyde A. Tolson 

/O^ ^ 


The Evening Star 
225 Virginia Avenue, S. E. 
- Wnshington, D. C. 20003 
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This letter was approved by Messrs. Sullivan, - Gale, Donahoe/ MobT'^Bnd 
/or. Sishop. 
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Mr. DcLooch 

Mr. Mohr- 

Ur. Bishop.. 

Mt. Cotper . 
Ur. Colldhon 
Ur. Cowod 
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Ur.GaUl^ 
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Ur. Sullivan - 
Ur. Tflvel — 
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CAJirT. ROWAN 


Il iS T!::ie ]. Edgar Hoover to Go 


- • • 


A sociciy is h^ver in more 
^ , p e:'ilUuik *aci *uk peoplekse 

the ability lo ider/.ify - seza- 
ise threat to personal liberty, 
'"s—Itbs ebciety is in a lot of 
■^peril if wc ruay jua 5 ,e ixom the 
jwblse reacuoa — or lack cf it 
to courtroom aenaissioas of 
T-i variety of Ucgal FBI wxe- 
aw! beggings of homes 
hotel roams. 

- . ~Jl Justice I>cpartrocnt offi- 

- <cial ackno.vledgcc in Federal 
T Distrid^Cotirt that Dr. Martin 

- laMlwi was under elec* 
-tronie sorvelUenee inl9Gd and 
"IXZ, rnd the FBI agent who 

_^Jiisp»rvisod this surveillance 
the oourt *’iL was my ux^ 

whole truth islhslDr. 
phnrics were tapped, 
~ rooms bogged, and be 
pertonally sliacaued right 
tir.ie I,e was slain in 
DC AprO 4, lues. 

FBI agent, C. Bany 
tdd the coon in ^us- 
. that for four solid 
had listened eight 
day, five day's a wc^. 
conversations of £li}ab 
-afesarcraad, Icador . of the 
Muslims, -AdidU cfo- 
both a iricphoce wire- 
mieroi' " ’ 

easei 

a'beariasoDfor' 




jner hoa\'}'vc!ght boxing 
champion Cassius Clay’s effort 
to cveriurn a five-year prison 
sentence for his refusal to be 
drafted. 

These baggings, w’hich 
caught some Clay conversa¬ 
tions in their ‘Tiet," are bat a 
IracUon of the iUegal wiretaps 
tiiat have moved this country 
far closer to a police state 
Umn mo.st Americans realize. 

Vfhy the bland, aciiferent 
reaction cn tha part of most 
Ainericans? 

1 First, there is the general 
FBI justificaUon for such tac- 
tics: “naiiona! se c u ri^.** 
Former Attorney General 
Ramsey Oarie, who ^tes em¬ 
phatically that the FBI had no 
autho.rity to wiretap or bug 

! I>r. K^, asserts that *ihe im- 
pUcaticn Uiat pec^le fix^ght 
Dr. King was a seosity threat 
is outrageous.” 

Still, that term **iuitkma} se¬ 
curity” is more powerful 
"motherhood,” for it ev(te 
fear, and men still surresder 
more things — including liber¬ 
ty — out of fear than they do 
out of bvc. 

Ti tc 1 . i-'rimg thing about 
J Clark’s f ... ■'^?nt is that lie 
i acts as Ijc is su^ised 

I U> bear of the wiretapping aod 
bogging of Dr. King - Could 
Oark posilbly have been und' 
ware thn: FBI officials were 
going before congressional 
committees and partly Justify¬ 
ing larger appropriatmoa by 


Uul’ating. some congressmen 
and feeding anti-King ammu¬ 
nition Id &uthemers who de¬ 
spised the civil rights leader 
— all by way <d rev'ealing “tid¬ 
bits” pick^ up through the 
wiretap and busings? 

Was Clark unaware that cer¬ 
tain FBI officials were roam¬ 
ing the country leaking to 
newspaper editors poisonous 
stories about Dr. King and 
what the buggiogs aB^godfy 
had revealed? 

• Everybody else in Washing¬ 
ton of any consequence knew 
j it, and many deplored it, but 
! no one seem^ to know bow to 
{ go about making the FBI bwxt 
*to the laws of the land, 

IWe is a Bot-too-flq^ant 
assumption in VTashington that 
J. Edgar Hoover has been FBI 
director for 45 years because 
all the reo^ Presidents have 
a.ssuTned that be knew too 
much about them to be re- 
plarad. So not only was be not 
rq;>Uced by any a tbe young¬ 
er, very able FBI men in ths 
normal course of things, but 
Pre^dunts Johnson and Nixon 
have felt it wise or expedient 
to waive a law saying iioover 
h3£ reached ibc rw^ing-chair 
a c. 

-ii. ver on^ to be replaced 
as FBI diret^r immediate- 

ly* 

' As Washiagma agency heads 
{go, Hoover may have done .- 
•belter Job than roost. But 
‘people of this country knew 


Vj-' ^ 


mojosou 


8(Hnetiung when th^ fimlted ' 
tbc time one man s^U aerva - 
in the presidency, wiy «a«-r- 
personal fiefdoma as • 

to the democracy, the peisaoal - 
fioedom, that we have to -- 

fhArkh . . 

if it is daogereos to > 

one man serve three full toma 1 
as President, it is tar men ' 
dangerous to have one man 
take lUetime possessko of 
powerful poUce-investigalivo 
agency that prods into tb»'- 
Jeep^ secrets of the most^ 
prominent, most bunred dti-. 
aeos and has the power to db>^ 
credit, even d^^. ahnost 
anyone. Tbe kmd «(tb a at ^ 
aod contempt for the law man 
ifest in the King and Uuham-' 
mad eavesdre^^ung beomna 
almost ioevttM>k wbcc a aaaa 
is left in a key Job as long as . 
Hoover hashed 

Wee Hoover ai Mart 
ttxKi^itfal mas, or as eoo- 
oemed aboot tbepreservaSoa 
of de m ocr a cy and at ' 

bis sp e e d y suggest, be would 
have resigned long ago. He .. 
would Xkot keep Presi- 

dents in tbc i^ilical btotf af 
deciding to ke^ him an 
him out T?« F 

Jt is dear Soovat m| 
intentkn of resignisg. Bi' 
docs tbe President muster tta 
courage to say: **Vefl dsa^^- 
‘dxiu good and faithful servnt.. 
Goodbye.**? 
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A ^ MR. TOk-SON 

OFFICE OF DIRECTOR DE^-Oac 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION MMR/^ 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


June 16, 1969 


✓ 'V 

MR. CASPE 
MR. CALLi 


MR. CONRAD 
MR. FELT - 


Mr. Toleon wishes to have called tap sale_ 

Mr. Hoover* s attention the followlngiRosEN 

first I MR. .ULL.VA*<^ 

The Attorney General (Kennedy) asked t*vel-/^_J 
a Bureau Official to come to his „r trottcr__I 

office - he was conslde^ng placln®.R. jones _ 

a tele, surveillance on ^Ing . (Julyr ele. room- 

1963 *) ' •' i •'■ I ~ MISS HOLMES _ 

The Bureau official (Bvans) talked mrs. metcl^_ 

him out of It, at that time. ....s r.rrv_ 

A little over a week later, AG Kennedy changed 
his mind and thought It 111 advised at that 
time to place a tele, surveillance on King. 

Third I 

6n 6ctobcr 7, 1963, THE g ypgAU- REQUESTED 
authority to place the te^.'^yrvelllanoe, 
and on October 10, 1963,?a?^^d the request. 
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pO~IOkblO ~3^°^ 

Honorable Spiro T. Agncv 
The Vice President 
Veshlngton» D. C. 

My deer Mr. Vice Presidents 


I • Mr. C. D. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. V. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. T. S. Bishop 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
I - Mr. T. J. Peakin 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
?ATE RY 




For your information there Is enclosed 
a document regarding the eoomunlst Influence on 
Martin Usther King, Jr., founder of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. This docunent 
includes information regarding King's highly iuoral 
personal behavior. 

A oopy of this docment has been furnished 
the President and the Attorney General. 





Caiiohon 
Conrod _ 

F.lt_ 

Col. ■ 
RoMn _ 
^lllvon . 

, »v.t _ 

%tl.r 


Claaslfled "Top Secret" iaainfdfcmatlon in this letter and 
-in the enclosure, If disclosed, could compnn&lse Informants and 


jr f 3^i 

L D 


CD TELETYPE UNIT CD 













to*!* MO. 

, IMT l*«l lOltlOW 
•»* MN M« mo i7 


J 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum^p\]'^^ IN ENVELOPE 

..v%X 



TO 

Mr. W, C. Sullivan^ K 

DATE: 6/18/69 


G. C. *^ooreJ^^^^ 

1 - Mr, C. D. DeLoach 

FROM 

1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 



1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop 

SUBJECT: 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 


RACIAL MATTERS 

1 - Mr. T. J. Deakin 


O'"to: 
r*ji _ 
Colv 


Roser , 

Suliivar _ 

Tovsl _ 

Tlot'er 
Tele. Roofr 

Holmes_ 

Gondy - . ... 


This is to recommend attached document regarding 
communist influence on Martin Luther King, Jr., be furnished 
the Vice President. 




a 


ObrrCrJ 


Attached document was previously transmitted to the 
President and the Attorney General by memorandum dated 
Jginuary 22, 1969, approved by the Director. By memorandum 
June 16, 1969, the President, Vice President and the Attorney 
S General were furnished the facts concerning the telephone 
surveillance on the residence of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
{authorized by former Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy. 

In order to fully advise the Vice President of the background 
of Martin Luther King, Jr., it is suggested the attached 



3 


document be given him. In view of the Vice President's 
involvement in urban affairs this document should be of 
him. 
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It is also noted that by letter dated June 9, 1969, 
the Vice President thanked the Director for keeping him 
informed by sending him a copy of 'Totential for Racial 
Violence - 1969." We will continue to inform the Vice 
S 5 ^'President of significant developments in the racial field. 


O ~ 

1« — 

£ a 

UJ Ui 

S ACTION : 


6 lO 






That attached document regarding communist influence 
on Martin Luther King, Jr., be furnished the Vice P resident. ^ 

( This mail should be returned to Mr. DeLoach's office for "" 
delivery. 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

10:23AM June 20, 1969 

MARIOlJ^OLDEN, CBS M orning 
News New York, telepKoned from 
New York Clty;' ^d asked to speak to 
the Director. She was offered the wli.iv*h 

services of Assistant Director Bishopp^. t*vel _ 

which she accepted. MR. TROTTER 

MR. JONES - 


MR. CALLAHAN 

MR. CONRAD - 

MR. FELT - 


MR. OALE > 
MR. ROSEN 


^ L ^ 


/• 


MISS HOLMES 


MRS. METCALF 


MISS «ANOT 


Mr. Bishop advised that Miss Golden 
carried on her program charges of 
former Attorney Generals Ramsey 
Clark and Nicholas Katzenbach that 
the FBI had repeatly asked them to make a wiretap on 
Martin Lu the ^Cjn g, She called to Invite Director ot 
an FBI spokesman to answer these charges. She was 
advised that the FBI had to make and that 

the June 19, 1969, edition of the Evening Star speaks 
for itself. 
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The AtXonmj Gcatr&l 


June 19, 1969 
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ABUCLE raOM the JUNE 19, 1969ISS9E of **ihe 
JEVEKXHG STAR,** WASHIHGTOH, D. C. ENUTUSD. 
/"KING WIRETAP CALLED ^FK'S SDSiJL 



/// // /r. C / V^-t 


Encloeare 


1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Rosen - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosure 


Enclosed Is n copy of an article which appeared la 
today's edition of "The Evealag Star. ** ^ 

1 • The Depitty Attoraey CcMral - Baclesart ^\/ 



HCS:cae (10) 

<|V 


4 /po 



.y r 




?'r"-iu -ii. 

,;s ► • y. 




' ’ fl 
.1 


W- - 


t 






w'^-r 


Tol»Or -. 
DeLoach _ 

Uohf_ 

Bi*hop _ 

Casper_ 

Callahan _ 
Conrod — 

Felt_ 

Gale ____ 
Rosen __ 
Sullivan _ 

Tovel _ 

Trolte: 
Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Cs 


AIAILEQ3 

JUN191969 

COMiil-FBI 


553^24^1969 



TELETYPE UNIT 


□ 






""King Wiretap 


Called RFK's Idea 


Hoover Cites 
2 Memos Giving 
Authority to FBI 

H jp' rithi by 

The Evrnin; Sur >««>tpaiicr Co i 

By JEREMIAH O'LEARY 

srair Wruor 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
today disclosed that wiretap¬ 
ping of the Rev. Martin Luther 
King's telephone was proposed 
by then Atty. Gen. Robert F. 
Kennedy to FBI officials in 
June and carried (Hit with 
the signed authorization of Ken¬ 
nedy a i( w months later. 

Hoover said the FBI has in its 
fiitrs two memorandums which 
make it clear that Kennedy 
conceived the idea of the wire¬ 
tap on King and subsequently 
authorized the bureau to pro¬ 
ceed with the wiretapping on 
Oct, 10,1963. 

Kennedy initiated the idea for 
the Up in a conversation with 
Courioey Evans, then assistant 
Erector of the FBI and liaisim 
officer between the agency and 
the Justice Department, Hoover 
toid The Star today. 

Memorandum Cited 

Hoover said the FBI has a 
memorandum in its files from 
Evans to Hoover, dated in June, 
1963. Evans reported that Ken¬ 
nedy said be was concerned 
about allegations that King was 
a student and believer in Marx¬ 
ism. Kennedy, according to the 
Evans memorandum, expressed 
concern that Marxism might in¬ 
filtrate the race issue in the 
United States because of King’s 
leadership oi Negroes through 
h's Southern OiHstiaD Leader- 
shin Conference. 

Evau reported in the memo 
tu the FBI director, Hoover 
saio, that the attorney general 
was aiarmed by alleged associ¬ 
ations between King and a New 
Yorker with Marxist connec¬ 
tions. Koinedy erted Evans, 
the memorandum said, whethe.'* 
it w'ould be feaisible to irstali 


electronic devices to monitew 
King's converaatiflos in an ef- 
fjit to discover the extent a 
,r>'ssible threat to national aecu- 

Acc'Oidirs to Evans’ memo, 
the liaison man told Kennedy 
there were technical difficulties 
in installing such devices is the 
case of the Negro leader be¬ 
cause he was a man who was 
a!most ecnstcntly traveling. 

Hoover told 'Hie SUr that the 
FBI also told Kennedy at the 
time that they questioned the 
advisability of undertaking the 
electronic surveillance because 
of possible political repercus¬ 
sions. 

On October 7, 1963. however, 
following subsequent discussions 
Hoover said be sent a memo¬ 
randum t othe Attorney General 
in which he reported that it was 
now technically feasible to a^^ly 
telephone wire Ups to King’s 
telephone at SCLC headquarters 
in AtlanU, Ga., and at an un- 
nam edaddress in New York 
City. This was, in effect, a 
request for authorization to pro¬ 
ceed, the director saM. 

: Dated October, 19C3 

That Hoover memorandum 
bears the signature ’‘Rob«i 
F. Kennedy” in the lower left- 
hand comer over the hand¬ 
written date 

' Hoover made the bombshell 
disclosure today as the climax 
to a long series of cha^s and 
counter<barges invoM^ Jus¬ 
tice Department officials, the 
FBI and Star columnist Carl 
|Rcwan over the manner in 
which the conversations of King 
were intercepted and Up^ by 
the Bureau. 

‘ Rowan charged in a column 
Sundry that the FBI had no 
puthority to wireUp or bug Dr. 
King’s conversations and quoted 
.former Attorney General Ram- 
Ucy Clark as saying “the im- 
< plication that people thought Dr. 
King was a security tbnat is 
outrageous.” 

The following day, Associate 
FBI Director Clyde A. Tolson 
wrote a letter to Rowan in 
which he stated that the ^icial 
wiretapping on Kink had the ad¬ 
vance approval of Kennedy. 



J. EDGAR HOOVER ^ QC h- 

_f uj 



SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY MARTIN LUTHER KING 


’’The Evening Star” 
Washington, D. C. 
June 19, 1969 
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Has been removed and placed in the Special File Room of Records Branch. 


See File 66-2554-7530 for authority. 
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ciateriai available for release to you. 

D Information pertained only to a third party w ith no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
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i 1 Documentts^ originating with the following government agcncyCiesl--—-— 
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FROM 


UNi l Ll) STAThS CiOVLKNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. DeLoach^ 

T. E. Bishop^j^^i? 


DATE: 


6/10/69 


/«i > 

Cailahor, _ 
Conrad 

F.ll - 

Gal' -- 

Boson — .— 

Sullivan 

Tevol 

Troiior _ 
T*l.. Room 
Hoita.s —_ 
Goody / .. '' i 


SUBJECT: CASSIUS MARCELLUS CLAY, JR. 
SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT 


iM 



MARTIN LUTHE^^^G, JR. ALL ILfFORfvVA^lON ^ 

SECURITY MATTER - C UC-ri' ■ t r ^'.,\rr -I' - 

t.^ SpiritJ 

nATl. 3 ._.> 5 ., pY 

As you have been previously advised in connection with 
the wiretap disclosure in captioned case, my office received a number 
of calls from reporters, all of which were answered ’’no comment." 

There is attached a particularly ridiculous and erroneous 
column by a young reporter named Larry Miller from the "Chicago 
Daily News." You will note in the article he claims to have talked to 
me (Bishop) and to have asked eight questions, all of which were 
answered "no comment." 

The facts are these: Miller talked to Leinbaugh in my 
office and asked the first question, said he had several more, and it 
was explained to him politely but firmly that this matter was before the 
courts and that "no comment" whatsoever could be made concerning the 
matter. He became extremely rude and started asking additional 
Questions and it was necessary to interrupt him and again tell him that 
the Bureau could not make any comment and that he was wasting his 
time and our time. During his attempts to interrupt and inject questions, 
he did not mention either the Director or the President. It was final^ 
necessary to terminate the call. /o^ - ^ 


My office is instructing the SAC, Chiqtf^^lJilj 
/ further business whatsoever with Miller. 



Enclosure 
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1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Jones 
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l-.c l:\re Rev. Dr. 
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her King Jr, for ; 
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b-rcku’s» hfrndfju.'irters In,' 
{ Waibinr.’.on. 
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} AITER_ A TYPICAL! 


II 

phone smifu. in j 
v.hui; three faciotcnis bounced 
the (luesiion arcund, a special i 
apen: najr.ocl Bishop came on ' 
the phone. 

Here's \yh;u hap|>eiiccl. 

Q. Why was Dr. King’s 
phone lapped? 

A. No c'Omnjeni. 

Q. Did J, Edgar Jloover 
approve? 

A. No tomn.sni. 

Q. Vdas Dr. King coo* 
siclored a sfciiriiy risk? 

A. No comment. 

(}. If so, why? And l»y 
whom? 

A. No conudunL 


5^7^777) nVT,'^' 

ouiLU ‘ 

/ ^ ' :i 


Q. Is ir the policy of the 
FBI 10 tap the phaae of jia- 
tional leaders? 

A. (Pause) No comment. 

Q. Does this inclcde. 
senators ' and con> ' 
gressmen? 

(i.ong Pause) No com- . 
nieni. 

(^. Docs it include the 
President? 

A. (Longer Pause) No 
cor.:meni. 

<). Docs it mcludo J.-. 
Edgar Hoover? f 

A. (Longest Pausc)iirm 
afraid I can’t help, you on 
that one.. 


ftU INFORMATION COTMNtD 

ufrfin is unclassified i 

ioti'l f* 


(Infltcot* nam* o! 

a*w«^p«r. city ana stateo 


c::ic'Aco datia rr.\ 
_CHICAGO, ILL tNOIS 
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June 19, 1969 
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ALL lilFORLiATION CONTAIL^ED 
HERL'K^ IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEJ.i5--a_.BYS/W4i^i^ 
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Tour letter ct June 9th has been receWed. In reply to 
your iiKiairiefi, inforzaatlon ccmceming the alleged communist affUia- 
Uons qI Martin Luther King, whether substantiated or not, mnnn^ be 
released because of a Department of Justice order regarding all mat¬ 
ters of a confidential nature. 1 regret I am unable to be of help to 
you in this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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JUNi319S«)Ti 

COMM-FBI 


Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
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Harrisonburg Va 
June 9 - 1969 


Federal Bureau of Investigations 
Public Relations Dept -- 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen; 

I have read or heard that Doctor Martin Luther’^ng was Associated 
or Friendly to some Communist Front Organizations -- Did this information 
come from Investigation by the F. B. I. Is it possible to secure A copy of Report 
if True. Or can I Find it in a Library under what Title - Thanks — 
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isbevUle, North (Carolina 2880S ALL INFORMATION CONTAlf^El^^ 

^■^^9 - HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

0ATE J-/3-gT B Y g/^^A/2^i U 

I have recelvad your letter of June 2nd, with 

enclosure. 

In reply to your inquiry, information concerning 
the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, eliether 
substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department 
of Justice order regarding all matters m a confidential nature. 

For the same reason, 1 am unable to furnish you any data relating 
to the other statements in your enclosure. I regret 1 cannot be of 
help to you in this instance. 


MAIL £0 6 

1969 


ntKi;; 


Sincerely yours, 

3. Edgar Hoover 


Volte) 



es contain no in formation identifiable with correspondent or 
e enclosure is a pamphlet concerning 

Martin Luther King and other members of the Southern Christian Leader¬ 
ship Conferejme who are well known to the Bureau. This pamphlet is dis¬ 
tributed by th^^^i^ens Antl-Communlst Commlttea oLCommcliCUt which 
is well known tome Bureau as a rabid anticommunist group. 
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June 2, 1969 


ALL INFORMATION COiiTAlNED 

herein is unclassified 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 0ATEA:L2r£L_JYi£iU«2ii^ 

Washington 

District of Columbia 

Gentlemen: 



Whenever I receive such information, I always raise the 
question as to whether or not the facts are true. 


Do your files, in any degree, substantiate the statements 
made in the enclosed bulletin? 


Cordially yours, 










Th* N«w Yortc City 
Gold Modal Award 

Time Ma g azine Man 
of the Year 

University of Bridgeport 
Honorary Degree 


The assassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther Kirtg. Jr. has brought to light some Important paints to 
ponder regarding his life and death. 

What was Martin Luther King's true role in the civil rights at>d interacial scerw? His role may very well have 
been, unwittirtgly a transitional one - both peace and wolence. 

Martin Luther Kin g attended the Hi g hlander Folk School In 1957 at Monteagle, Tenn., e succeasor to the 
Communist-controlled Commonwealth College, which was co-founded by Don West, district director, of the 
Communist Party of North Carolina and Myles Norton, an activist with the Young Communist League. (See 
House Committee on Un-American Activities, Testimony of Paul Crouch, May 6, 1949, pp. 191, 193.) 

Martin Luther Kin g 's close friends at the Highlander Folk School were Carl arnl Anne Braden, both identified 
Communists : Abner W. Berry of the central committee of the Communist Party; and James A. Oombrowsky, 
also an identified Communist. 

Martin Luther Kin g 's chief advisors in the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) ere Rev. Ral ph 
Aberrmthy . close friends and associates, now to be King's successor; the Rev. Andrew Young, SCLC program 
-director; the Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth . ari officer in SCLC; "Jack" Hunter Pitts O'Dell, twice aid in SCLC; 
ervl Bayard Rustin, a consultant ar>d one-time "secretary to Dr. King." 

Who is the Rev. Ralph Abernath y? The Rev. Ralph Abernathy received his trainin g in civil ri g hts eoitetion at 
th e Hi g hlander Folk School . He also signed a petition along with leadin g Communist on behalf of Carl Braden, 
W) identified Communist who was convicted of contempt of Congress and received a one year jail sentence. 

Who is the Rev. Andrew Youn g? Rev. Your^g, program director of SCLC, was the administrator of the 
Dorchester Center in Liberty County, Ga. Rev. Young was trained at the Hi g hlander Folk School . Hunter Pitts 
O'Dell, an identified Communist did some work at Rev. Young's Dorchester Center. (See Atlanta Constitution , 
July 24, 1963, pp. 1, 7.) 

Who is the Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth? Rev. Shuttlesworth, a vice president of the SCLC, is the president of the 
Southern Conference Education Fund which is the successor to the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, 
e cited Communist front. Who is Hunter Pitts O'Dell? Hunter Pitts O'Dell or "Jack" H. O'Dell was identified 
ee the di strict director for the Communist Party in New Orleans , in hearings before the U.S. Senate Internal 
Security Subcommittee - (see New York Times. Sept. 15, 1956, p. 54.) 





■ •. A iKiHi It in nil 

-.£V. DR. MARTIN LUTHER Ki.^IG * 

Who is Bayard Rustin? Bayard Rusiin, King's "secretary", was an admitted member of the Young Communist 
League (YCL). (New York Times, Aug. 20, 1963, p, 2.) As a professed conscientious objector he, served 26 
months in federal prisons. Rustin has worked closely with the War Resisters League, Liberation magazine, the 
Medical Air to Cuba Committee, the Committee for Non-Violent Action (CNVA) atKl other extreme leftist 
groups. In Sept., 1963, while in Richmond, Va., Rustin suggested "that n^ore bloody Negro sufferir^g should be 
erKouraged so that squeamish Northern Negroes would be horrified into line . . " — Rid^n\ond News-Lwder . 

Sept. 27, 1963. 

Martin Luther Kin g in addition to allowing Communist influence in his movement, attempted to couple the 
civil rights question with foreign policy issues especially Vietnam. Referring to our position in Vietnam King 
called the United States "The worst purveyor of violence in the world today." (An outright untruth that follows 
the Communist forxlest dream. Note this does not free people, but enslaves.) 

Martin Luther Kirm and his wife since 1966 were active Ir. headlining of mass peace demonstration — including 
the mass demonstration of April, 1967 in Central Par*- . here the American flag was burned, arKi at tha 
United Nations. These demonstrations have been manipulated by the Communist Party end Its front groupt. 

At one time King planned to travel to North Vietnam as a self-appointed diplomat — a violation of the Logan 
Act, to seek so called "peace" (surrender, of South Vietnam — No. 1 Red tactic). 

Martin Luther Kin g assailed the 1964 airlift of a relief force to release hostage missionaries who were being 
burned and raped while being held by the Congolese rebels. (Why would a fellow Christian Minister assail such 
an act of mercy?) 

i 

Martin Luther Kin g's "rwn-violence" and "civil disobedience" involved disruptions and breaking whatever laws 
the movement feels it is above. Law and order is subverted through draft resistance, tyir>g up traffic, sit-ins eitd 

mess breaking of federal, state and city laws which have resulted in violence, arson and looting. (A main Red aim.) 

•• 

What did the Memphis marches have to do with racial issues? Martin Luther Kir»g and his aides turned a sanitation 
man's strike — a labor dispute — into a massive disruptive, destructive civil rights riots. 

What may be in aore for America? Ballots or bullett? If Martin Luther King's assassination marks a turning of 
the comer into open guerrilla warfare by certain extreme "black power" groups, tfie country will be in perilous 
times. Such guerrilla warfare oriented groups include the Student Non Violent Coordinatin g Committee (SNCC) 
Revolution Action Movement (RAM), the Ma lcolm X. Societ y. You can also expect other groups to defend the 
above rmntiorwd orwc - such ai, CORE . SANJ, Womens Strike for Peace . Internatiooal Lea g ue for Peace >nd 
Freedom . W.E.B. DuBois Clubs . Non-Violent Coordinatin g Committee . Students for a Democratic Societ y end 
the Communist Party . 

If there real hope for lasting racial harmon y? The different races in America are her strength end glory. There if 
no color bar for hatred. The issue in America is not of black power or white power but of whether we have the 
God power which unites rather than the hate-power which can divide and destroy. We were all meant to walk 
the earth as the daughters and the sons of God. 

"The Communists are constantly encoufa ging class stru ggle, trying to increase social, economic, and political 
tensions. To them class struggle is an agency for promoting communism" J. Edgar Hoover "Masters of Deceit", 

p. 317. Could it be true what J. Edgar Hoover reiterates, that Martin Luther King is the most notorious liar 
in this country? 

Free copies on request of this circular or background on the above mentioned groups contact: Citizens AntF 
Communist Committee of Conn., PO Bpx 1780. Bridgeport, Conn. ^ 
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The attached pertains to a newspaper 
Inquiry of Coretta King, widow of the 
late Uartln Luther King, Jr., concerning 
recent publicity about a wiretap on the 
phone of King. This publicity was in 
connection with the Selective Service 
case trial of Cassius Clay. lirs. King 
sought the advice of Stanley Levlson 
through her travel companion Benita 
Bennette. Levlson was a secret member 
of the Communist Party as late as 1963^ 
and a principal advisor to King. ^"7^ 

In view of the sensitive nature of 
the source, no dissemination is being \J^ 
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•< _ Wn\ir __ I 





WA...24 

FBI NEW YORK 

9-00 PM / URGENT 6-6-69 WPK 
TO DIREC^R 100-106670 (CODE) 

ATTENTION DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 

XKii nm 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SM-C (00-ATLANTA) . 


«5) 


FOLLOWING INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM 



JUNE SIX INSTANT, CLASSIFY ’SECRET' 
DaCLASSmiCD 

. .. 

ON JUNE SIX INSTANT, A PERSON BELIEVED ^0 B^BENITA 




BENNETTE, AN AIDE TO CORETTA KING, TOLD STANLEY^t>^ISON THAT 
JOHN MC AULIFFE, RESPRESENTaTIVE OF ’NEWSDAY’, A LONG ISLAND, 

NEW YORK DAIiY NEWSPAPER, HAD CALLED AND WANTED CORETTA’S f 
REACTION TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: ONE) DID DR. (MARTIN ' 

LUTHER) KING KNOW HIS TELPHONE WAS TAPPED? TWO) WAS IT HIS >< h , pi 

^ j 

HOME PHONE, OFFICE PHONE OR BOTH? THREE) WHY WAS THE TELEPHONE 

- ^ ^ N oai 3 

TAPPED? 

LEVISON, WHO APPEARED TAKEN BA^, REPLIED THAT SHE SHOULD 

I BET^ /oC-/O^C70^^9£^ 

NOT ANSWER EACH QUESTION BUT THAT SHE STOIi^ SAY ’HE HAD NO 

WAY OF KNOWING IF HIS PHONE WAS TAPPED AND, AS TO WHY, THA^T ' 

1 Jur, 12 196S 

QUESTION SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO THE FBI AND THE DEPARTMENT OF 


JUSTICE-. 
END^GE-ONE 



Clawi/icd by 

^empi fron, CDS. Categorf ^ 
Pate of Declassification Indefinite 




55JUN231969 


UR. DELOACH FOR THE DIRECTOR 



$ 



-t/,- : 





PAGE TWO 

BENNETTE BROUGHT UP THE MATTER OF RESCHEDULING A MEETING 

ON THURSDAY, JUNE TWELVE AND LEUISON AGAIN BROUGHTUP THE 

REQUEST FROM THE " NEWSDAY" REPRESENTATIVE. HE STATED, "THE 

SECOND PART SHOULD BE 'THE QUESTION WHY WAS THE TEi^HONE 

OF DR. KING TAPPED IS CERTAINLY A SERIOUS QUESTION, A SERIOUS 

AND SIGNIFICANT QUESTION. IT HAS TO BE DIRECTED, HOWEVER, TO 

THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND THE FBI.'" 

BENNETTE REPLIED " AND THE OTHER PART ’HE WOULD HAVE NO 

WAY OF KNOWING HIS PHONE WAS TAPPED.'" ^ 

.MEMO 

NO LHM BEING SUBMITTED. 


END 

WA...LRC 
FBI WASH DC 
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SUBJECT: 


UM ! J:1) S'l'.Vl UN (;i{ .knmi^nt 

Memorandum 

Mr. DeLoach' 

T. E. Bishop 

CASSIUS MARCELLUS CLAY, JR. 
SELECTIVE SER^E ACT 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


DATE; 


r 


6/9/69 



all information CONTAIN^,;-^ 
herein kunclamed 

DATEajm_-BY£mS24^ 

60-74 / 


As is known, disclosures were made in the court case 
involving Cassius Clay in Houston, Texas, to the effect that the FBI had 
wiretaps on Martin Luther King and Elijah Muhammad of the Black 
Muslims which were monitored by FBI Agents. 

As a result of these disclosures, Bishop^s office received a 
very large number of inquiries late on Thursday, 6/5/69, and all day 
, Friday, 6/6/69, from news media concerning this matter. They wished 
I to know if these wiretaps were authorized by the Director's superior, the 
f Attorney General, how long they continued, etc. Bishop's office has 
maintained a policy of not commenting in answer to these inquiries but 
:has referred newsmen to testimony of the Director before the House Sub- 
Icommittee on Appropriations, going back to, 3/4/65 and continuing through 
Ihis testimony on 2/23/68, On each occasion in his testimony Mr. Hoover 
j has stated the number of wiretaps then being operated by the FBI, has 
I pointed out that each is authorized in writing by the Attorney General, 

, and that each of them is in the internal security field. By referring tite 
‘ newsmen to this testimony, the point is made crystal clear that none of 
the wiretaps are done on the Director’s authority but are all approved 
, by the Attorney General then in office. 

It is also noted that on the evening of 6/7/69 a spokesman 
for the Department of Justice, in referring to the matter discussed in 
Mr. Hoover's testimony, as stated above, has made the statement that 
"Mr. Hoover's testimony is accurate in every respect, " thus confirming 
Mr, nt>ovor'.s tosUmony. 'Q rj //^ 'J, 

RECOMMENDATION: RECCpi^ ^ 

PljuNi-r. -i. W 

itini 
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Bishop’s office will confinue^a 


icy t)f no comment on this 
matter but will continue to refer inquirers to Mr*..iipover^s-testimony— % / 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Jones 

t 


as set out above. 
.1 - Mr, DeLoach 
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Jane 9, 1969 


ALL IKFORIMTlOfJ COS-iTAlNED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
nAT FJ^/^/> J Y 


1 received your letter of June 2ad and appreciate 
your generous remarks concerning my administration of tbls Bareau« 

6 *u , respect to your request. Information concern¬ 

ing the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether 
wbstantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department of 
Justice order regarding aU matters of a confidential nature. I regret 
1 am not able to be of help to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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June 2, 1969 j 
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Mr J Edgar Hoover 
F.B.I. 

Washington D. C. 
Dear Mr Hoover: 


hii^ 


:d 


ALLiNFOR:/iAIlC;^GOKl 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE a^ii-fci—BY 

thlc 


It is a great comfort, in this time of unrest and 
turmoil to know that you are so well "on the job" 


Your information on some of M. L. Kings top com¬ 
panions & speech writers must surely be brought out at the proper 
time. Please keep this before Congress and the President as well 
as testify about all you know about King if Congress brings up the 
celebrating of his birthday - as a National Holiday - 


Too few people know of this situation and I’m afraid 
swallow all the "good" hook, line & sinker 


Please make everything that you can, general public 

information 


Paul Scott is writing some fine editorials which 
should shake people awake. 

Thank you for your outstanding service to our country - 


Yours truly 
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Korthrldgd, California 91324 


Dear 


1 - Mr. Dong 


ALL JfJrQOXrno, 

-Ai Ul^_£zL4i 


76 

Thin Is to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
received at this Bureau on May 86, 1969. 



m 



For your Inforaatlon, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation is an Investigative an of the Dnlted 
States Departaient of justice, and the results of 
investigation conducted by this Bureau are furnished to 
the Departnent of Justice. If you have any further 
questions, you say desire to coaoiuiilcate directly with 
Mr. Jerrls Leonard,.Assistant Attorney General, Civil 
Rights Division, United States Department of Justice. 
Washington, D. C. 20530. 



Tou may be assured that this Bureau will 
endeavor to fully discharge its investigative 
responsibilities in all matters coming within our 
Jurisdiction. 


BlBcerely yours, 
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Director 
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NOTE: 



dlrc^cted a lettar to this Bureau 
asking several questions as to U^eliartin Luther King Jr. 
investigation. We are advlsingflHM^^^^hat if he has* 
any questions concerning the investlgatiOT^e is to conuni- 
cate directly with the Department. 

Based upon available data ^^■■Bl^aot 
Identifiable in Bureau files. 



o 


kl(^ 


Rorthridge, Calif. 
91524 


Mr. Hooverf 

Lost Americana have peacefully accepted the 
outcome of the isveetigation and trial 

o 

of the killer of Martin Luther King. 1 
haven*t. 

Hay didn't act alone, did he? What 
about the man named "Rao^X” who simply 
diesapeared from the proceedings? Why 
this reluctance to fully probe the truth? 

Come to think, of it>a lot of americans 
are through with this peacefull acceptance- 
the handling and suppressing of the King 
case is iust another factor in giving up 

REC vr, 

hope for peaceful change* Pleaee answer Ay 
specific questior^^^Bl^^tomHH^^K^0RnfilWwNDEN&! Tl MAV S 
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MAILED 10 

[/.AY 2 81969 

COMM-FBt 


Id reply to your letter which I received on 
Iftty 23rd, information concerning the alleged communist affil¬ 
iations of Martin Luther K^, whether substantiated or not, 
cannot be released because of a Department of Justice order 
regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 1 regret I can¬ 
not be of help to you In this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edsar Hooiver 
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NOTE: On basis of available data, correspondent is not identifiable 
in Bullies. 
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To Whom It May Concern: 

If it is not confidential information, I would like to know if the late 
MarUnJ-ulher^mg-was in any way connected with the Communist Party. Is 
fTtrue that he attended the Highland School of Tennesee which is supposedly 
Communist inspired. 

The reason I want this information is to settle a dispute with a group 
of individuals with whom I work with. I graciously will accept any information 
given to me. 



s’ 
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. Sincerely yours, 
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May 19, 1969 

AIRMAIL 

SPECIAL DELIVERY 




Information in our files must be maintained as confidential porsu- 



•nt to regolatloDs of the Department of Justice. No Congressman 
has access to the investig^ive files of the FBI. ^ 



M&II-EQS 

MAY 191969 

COMMFBI 


Sincerely yours, 

^Edgar Hoover A,: j-i'. .j;,,,. 

HEiiLi'.. '-j '.'ii' .'i' 1 

at 


IWWITDI _I ^ 

wi/i'E: cin the basis of available information, correspondent~caiumt 
be identified in Bufiles. Correspondent's enclosed self-addressed, stamped 
envelope being utilized in reply. 
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SUNNYVALE. CALIFORNIA SAOST 


May 10, 1969 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D* C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover. 

There is a statement in the ^T.'rican Opinior. Biographical 
Dictionary_pf.the Lelt . Vol. I, which Representative John M. 

Ashbrook, Republican, Ohio, s?".- "Mr. Hoover (J. Edgar) is privy 

to many confidential reports : r. King*s activities just as I am, 
and while their nature caoa t b« disclosed, I can say without equivo¬ 
cation that Martin tuthe:”ing uoes not want nor can he stand a pub¬ 
lic airing of his record. I ca-:! rest my case against King with the 
public utterances and actions of this man and ar^ revelation of 
confidential matters is entirely unnecessary." 

I would like two questions answered, please: (1) Does Rep. J. M. 
Ashbrook have access to confidential files in the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation? and, (2) Who does have access to these files? Members 
of Congress or members of Congressional Committees? Who? 



I would appreciate this information as soon as possible. Enclosed 
is my self-addressed air mail special delivery envelope. 



J 


Thank you very much. 


.'VI'' 

I#- 


Sincerely yours. 
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MAILED 10 

MAY 7 -1969 

COMMFBI 


In reply to your letter of May 2nd, information 
concerning ttie alleged communist affiliations of Martin Lattier 
King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released hfrransc 
of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a 
confidential nature. For the same reason, I am unable to furnish 
you any information relating to your other inquiries. 1 regret 1 
am -unable to be of help in this instance. 


Sincerely yours, 

J. EdiiBr Hoover 


NOTE: On the basis of available information, correspondent cannot be 
Identified in Bufiles. The Southern Conference Educational Fund, with 
headquarters in LoulBville, is die successor to the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare which has been cited as a coihmunist-front organization. 
Southern Christen Leadership Conference^ formerly headed by King, now 
headed by Reverend Ralph Abernathy, is well known to the Bureau. 
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New York, N.Y. 10025 
May 2, 1969 




Federal Bureau of Xnveatlgatlon 
Pepartment of Justice 

Washington, P.C. 

o 


Gentlemen: 


Re: M/OITIN LUTHER KING, 


Jr. 


(Dec’d) 


In various publications I have read that the late 
Martin Luther King, Jr., had been Identified as a member of 
something like 60 (sixty) organizations that had. In turn, 
been Identified as Coomunlst fronts. In this connection, I 
have the following questions. 

1. Do you know if Martin Luther King, Jr., was at any 
time a member of the Coonunlst Party? 

y 

2. Has the organization known as the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference been identified as "Communist front" or 
subversive in any way? How about the Southern Christian Edu¬ 
cational Fund? 


3* If the answer to either of the above two questions 

is affirmative, as well as confirmatory regarding the report 
mentioned in my first paragraph, please provide the names of 
a few other Communist front organizations (determined by prom¬ 
inence, activity, etc.) of which Mr. King was a member. 


Thanking you In advance. 
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AprUSO, 1909 



r^C-131 ^ /O 70 — 

) 

ccWc. 

I have received four letter of April 2Sth. With respect 
to your inquiries concerning the activities odT Martin Luther King, infor¬ 
mation ecmtalned in our files must be maintained as confidential in 
accordance vitii regulations of the Department of Justice and I am unable 
to refer you to any source vhlch can famish ttie data you desire, I regret 
1 cannot be of help to you. 
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Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 

CONTAINED 

herein is unclassified 

DATE4ii3:.^BYs<4j(Wv.,M. 

NOTE; Bufiles reveal that on 

'1967, vas on a list ot prospec tive meters of the Knights of 
[ux Klan, North Carolina. 
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Dear 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED/ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ^ 
DATE5:ii2dLL_BY.Sjf!Al£ii 
4(r»-76 


1 very much appreciate your kind aeatlment and complimen¬ 
tary remarka relative to my admlnlatratlon of thie Bureau In your letter ol 
April 21et, 

At a preaa conference on November 18| 1964» 1 made the 
•tatement that Martin Luther King was the moot notorioua liar in the 
country. I did eo because he had grossly distorted the facts coneemliv 
our Special Agents handling civil rlghU investigations in the South. 1 am 
nnable to answer your other questions about him as information In the files 
of the FBI roust be maintained as confidential In accordance with regala-* 
Uons of the Department of Justice. 4 ^ 

Tou may desire to write your Congressman for^y assist¬ 
ance he can afford you regarding any congressional Investigations or 
reports. 


MAILED 22 

APR 2 91969 


mi 


sincerely yours, 
J. Eds&r Eoovcc 


T»lm._ ^ -V/ W 

—of the I 
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Blibop 

Co^.r __ -I 

cdtoha. rMG:e 

C«jTod - 

F.h _ JU 

Col. ___ 

Bomb 

SuUl.oB_ « 

. , - / 

Troitof __ 

T.l*. Room I I I 


1.^ COMfyLFBI I 

NOTE; Bufiles dlsclosejBvhas written In past expressing concern for the 
communist threat. He was furnished printed material on 8/31/65. On 
^26/66 he was given a Miss Gandy reply which appeared appropriate in view 
of the controversial nature of his letter and his extreme anti-commuhist idea 

i . . .c V- vv ^ ^ ^, 
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Director J. Edgar HooTar 
Federal Bureau of InTeatigatioa 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Nr* Hoover: 


Mr. Trotter- 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes. 

In our local newspaper, thsa ^AILY REPO RT, circulation over ^0,00fui8s Gandy, 
there has been quite a controversy lately about Sev* Martin Luth( 





Mr. Ca.'per 

Mi. Culiftiian_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Frl: 

Mr. Ga' 

Mr. R 
Mr. S'j!. 

Mr. Tavcl 



King. As you are probably aware, there was a aov^here in the stata - 
legislature to have April k declared Martin Luther Kin g Day, but the 
■ove was blocked by two legislators who are meabers of the John Birch 
Society, 

Some feel that Dr. King should be rated with Washington, Carver and 
Lincoln; others are not so sure. About two years ago I read a state- 
aent alleged to have been aade by you that, "Dr* King is the biggest 
liar in the United States.** The story continued that Dr. King, when 
next in Washington, aade it a point to call on you in person. How> 
ever, after the interview he had no statements to make to the press. 
Is this story true? 

I feel that it is important to know just where fiev. King stood in 
morals and patriotism, as touching on his fidelity to God, his nati 
and his wife. If there is a a,tory in it, for good or bad, I would 
like to write it for my local newspaper, and also for wider circ 
tion, as in a magazine article. 


Can you help me in this matter, with a statement from your Bureau? 

Are there Cjingressional investigations or reports, or other referenJ 
ces that you could pass on to me? Your cooperation will be greatly 
1 appreciated. We do appreciate too your faithfulness and dedication t<^ 
our country across these many years, and your Christian testimony for*\ 
church and God. ^ 

(D 
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Yours very sincerely, 
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3\ D ■•• ’^e.'irscj/i entire situation. John-: champion of the liberals—then 

‘ \ :on and his new Attorney inobody is safe.” 

c..;* J. .Uiccrzoii General, Ramsey Clark, had] Referring to Bobby Kenne- 
S. r. r.:‘ F. Kennedy, discovered wholesale Govern-;dy’s lame reply to the King 
•c.- Cai.forr.is, h.-.C' ment eavesdropping, including jwi r e t a p charges, made 
' Admlnis'-atijn Uje lap on Dr. King, and they ,through a spokesman, Resaick 


~ ^rr- 

^ wcspc: - 

Calic.-.ar. ^ 

Con: 'id _ 

Felt ■ 

Gale -L 

Rosen __ 

Sulitvar_ 

OQ T'avel - 

Trotter_ 

Tele. Room 
HolTr.c^=^ 
GfiProy _ 


our column ordered it stopped. 

.St he bed or-'; The King wiretap had been. 'can hardly consider this ‘re- 

P_: j tup tb: te.e- requested by Attorney Gen- sponge by proxy’an adequate 
■ Dr. liiSi —L'u- oral Kennedv on July IG. 1&6S. one. I suggesi a hearing under 
. eiillmn w£ '.'ut the FBI at that time"-th . . . No American wants 
TD-urged. :o a: to .argued him out of it on the Brolher* looking over Im 
. 1-ugen primary, jground that Dr. King traveled shoulder, peeping through * 

.g'.'.i.ug Duu wire-itoo much and that repercus* keyhole, oj listening xnon his 
.'.ever, the -^d-.^ejans in, Negro circles would be telephone. 

. \ . _ so upsit 0'‘2‘[bad. Later, in October of 1953, Backing him up, Rep. Joel- 
ou Die: thu Justiceprevailed and the son i>ointed out that when he 
an vtiicicl -ap placed on Dr. King’s was a district attorney in New 
u A Pearson arid telephone. Jersey he had to satisfy a , 

_ i — w > ♦ judge very carefully before he /OO 

..:y’s answer, inch ■ Probe Requested could Issue a search warrant : • 

-v ..d have bc^n di-i “This is a very sensitive I I 

question of L Joelson said, “and an 

.«^tor 5 ’ vas true, P-esnuck (^N.Y.) wked General of either 

i^tury v.as wrltian. ^ouse of Representatives last party is subject to 

..'t vehadbc.n .political influences. If an At- , 

h e.apping and wiretap. Th. e , ^ ^ 

zurso.T.c years, other Congre^men supported 
u..,-la'.keiw’iih us vfJ'S’I merely on his own say-so, then 

i. .-iaily the series Charles Jj^^son right of privacy in this Th 

rctiortin" cn ti'.c Vigonio (P^.) and Ciaude Pep-^_ 
cr- ’ iobbihst Fred Per (Fla.), all Democrats. j ^ ... . 


I said: “The American people 
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’inilLunc; t 
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idertully, 
.rect^J, tu 
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.reror:..'. • c 

. etvutcfv. .t: 

bteaui^ L: 
I abcu: c 

• Ct col-.f-.- 
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uy’s answer, incl- . probe Requested 
..d huvcbcsndi- „ ^ ^ 

quei'ion of Meanwhile, Rep. 


f ^ ^ ^ G>'Po 

not recorded 
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- Kennacy was At- 


“The fact that a high-rank-1' FBI Techniques 

ing ofiicial-a member of the I 


COU. cu 

ln'_:c_.-: •- 
tin-;i 
ur h- . ■.. 
tion. 


■■-‘;neeriurlnthe!presrdrnTs Cabiret-legally !• Thi® column has now ob- 

n .7j::.-.ed abcu;. It! could and actually would * 

... t t'^e -.rp wr-s con- ^rder the FBI to bug the tele- “lanual on the placing ofse- 
Dr. Kms’i wire, up'phone of a distinguished The 

-v.:- of his assacsina- 'American like Dr. King is an 

affront to the causes to which that li^nmg de- 

..-.rrect. It was *0r. King dedicated his life,’’ [vices be i^t®Uedby iHe- 


iunc- iCuo, when .Picsnick said. » . ^ « i 

.-.•on issued an “If Martin Luther King’s instructions foUow. j 

..u-ral agencies home can be tapped—for no “Most microphone installa-' 
.•.'.. wirctap.hng apparent reason—by order of tions must be effected surrep- 
c-..vc-:dro 5 ;pir,g one of the highest officials of tiUou.sly, making theinstalla- 
...d be a review Government—and a professed lion of a microphone In an 


C;al entry and trespass. Tbe FBI 


I The Washington Post—,. ^ 
Times Heraid P j ^ 

J The W'ashingion Daily News_ 

The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 

Daily News (New York) _ 

Sunday News (New York) __ 

New York Post_ 

The New York Times_ 

The Sun (Baliitnore)_ 

The Worker_ 

The New Leader _ 

The Wall Sirccl Journal _ 

Ihc National Observer_ 

People’s World_ 













I ideal location virtually impos* , 
j jsioic. Th’is results iu jiucuj* \ 

■ phones frequently being | 
placed some distance from tb© | 
source of sound. If it is not i 
possible to place the dia- \ 
phrasm of tbe microphono in 
close proximity to the ftres ! 
that must be covered, «n • 
acoustical impedance match¬ 
ing device should be installed V 
... wires must be strung | 
from the microphone to the | 
amplifier to carry the minute | 

f lectrical impulses... ’ 

The FBI also lists In great I 
detail tbe best places to hide ; 
microphones as follows; be- i 
bind baseboards; behind pow- j 
,er outlets and electrical fix- | 
jtures; ventilating and heating i 
ducts (to be effective must be | 
concealed so that flow of air | 
will not strike or affect micro- 1 
phone); behind radiators, | 
avoid intense beat; adjacent to | 
service pipes; behind walls 
(place microphone as near sur¬ 
face of wall inside room as se¬ 
curity and time permits); In 
heavy and seldom-moved fur- j 
niture; in dummy telephones; j 
in ornamental and large base i 
i lamps; in large and seldom- j 
I used books; in calendar pads; ( 
i in picture frames; in doors, < 

I loclis, door knobs, etc.; is ; 

I radio, television and intercom- \ 
municaiion sets. 

? “Existing facilities sudh ai 
telephones, public address sys- 
5 terns, intercommunication sta¬ 
tions. and speakers in radio 
I and television sets may also be 
\ used to • perform the micro- 
i phone function." I 
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kamFORMATOH^® 

heron is 

OHEiJMl— BVjIAU^ 


In reply to your letteri with enclosure^ received on 
April 2Srd, information concerning the alleged communist affilia« 

tions of Martin I^ither King, whether subetantiated or not, cannot 

_ _ 

be released because of a Department of Justice order regarding all 
matters of a confidential nature. 1 regret 1 am unable to be of help 
in this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

T TAw Hoover 


liMLEQ a 
APR 2 5 1969 

cqmm-fbi 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. End 
addre ssed, stamped envelope, which identifies her as 
being utilized in reply. 
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New Haven, Indiana 

U 677 V 


United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

. ^ JNFORMflTiOfj Pnp.:xjt __ 

heron /S UNCLiOTm 

Dear Mr. Hoover: j/2rv/zi 

C 

I would be very grateful if your department would send me a ^ 
list of the sixty Communist Front Organizations Martin Luther -jj 
King belonged to or accepted support from. \ 

I have an opportunity to read then on a radio program and I 
want to be sure of my statements* 


i WrOXe XO xne .>03.111- vuma'xuwtrc uix 


nf 


the Louisiana Legislature and they sent me the pamphlet "Church 
' League of America" It gives detailed information on Xing But 
I am unable to name the sixty organizations from it* 


r- 55>'* 


hLg~gii 
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' ' 62 APR 


SlncWSly yours, 


aven, xndlaxtfi 
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TO 


FROM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ALL IfiFORMATION CONTAINfn 

Memorandum unclassifi 0 

, 0^TEXLS^BY_SjLSJ*i4t 

Mr. Bishop \ ^ ^ date s/18/69 




M. 





SL'BJECT MARTIN LUTHER KIN G>S BIRTHDAY 
BACKGROUND: 












Today, March 18th, Congressman John M. Ashbrook (R-Ohio) 
who is a member of the House Committee on Internal Security advised 
Mr. Deljoach that 30 bill s have been introduced into Congress to declare a 
holiday on Martin Luth^ King's birthday, January 15th. Ashbrook further 
advised that a bill concerning this matter wiU soon be voted out of the Sub¬ 
committee on the Judiciary. In this connection he advised that Congressm 
Charles E, Wiggins (R-California) and Byron G. Rogers (D-Colorado), 
members of the Subcommittee, ^1 be contacting the Bureau in the near 
futurelQ request an "off the record” briefing concernir^ Ki^. They are in 
a position to keep any such biU from being reported out of committee—if, 
as stated by Congressman Ashbrook, they realize that King was a scoim^el. 

Byron G. Rogers 

Rogers was born in Texas in 1900, He was U.S. Attorney for the 
District of Colorado 1934-36, and thereafter was Attorney General of the State 
of Colorado. He was elected to the 82nd Congress in 1950 and has been re¬ 
elected to subsequent Congresses. 

The Bureau investigated Rogers in 1933 and 1934 in connection 
with his appointment as U.S, Attorney for the District of Colorado and the 
investigation was favorable. We have had cordial relations with him since he 
has been in Congress. 

I »r »^ f , 

Charles E. Wiggins 






Wiggins is from El Monte, California, and was elected to 
Congress in 1966. We have had cordial relations with him and he met the 
Director and had a picture taken on 6/26/68, On 12/9/68 Wiggins presented 
a plaque to the Director in behalf of Rqsemead, C altf e g ni aj -^ imI h er wa s ^ ^ , 

cordially thanked. ' O ~ d C 

RE,&- U re APR 25 1969 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Rosen 

1 - Mr. Bishop 



1 - Mr. Gale 
- Mr. Callahan 

® RECO 







A, 

TY 




OLSON I 


."'T'nKCOr.L'-D FILED L 





4 


M. A. Jones to Mr. Bishop memo 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING’S BIRTHDAY 


RECOMMENDATION : 

That if and Ty hen Congressmen W iggins and Rogers conta ct the 
B ureau that they be invitedinforaconnHenUSI'BS'Ienrig cbnceriung 
"Martin Luther King. They will be referred to public source newspaper 
articles if they desire to have any material for usage. 
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Telton .. 
0*L.«a<rh 
Wohr - 

Bishor _ 

Cosp*r _ 

Cellohar. 


Yoor letter was recelyed on April 14ib and I would like 
to thank you lor the expression of confidence. I was pleased to lean 
you haye read my Ikx&, "Masters of Deceit.*' 

&i reply to your inqolxyf information In our files most 
be maintained as confidential In accordance with regulations <tf the 
Depart m e n t of Justice. X am, however, enclosing a portion of the 
"Cox^resaional Becord" lor May 16, 1&66, which may contain the 
data to which you refer. You will note that no FBI personnel were 
responsible lor this material being inserted In this publication. With 
r^ard to the allied communist activities of Martin Iiuther Qhg, 
adxether substantiated or not, they cannot be released for reasons 
died above. I regret I cannot be of farther help to you in this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

I A Edaar Hoover 


Enclosure v ^ 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondeiit. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am not sure if you will be reading this or whether a 
secretary will read it, If the latter happens I would appreciate it if 
you would let Mr, Hoover read this, I have read your book, "Masters 
of Deceit," and also a book by John Stormer, "The Death of a Nation," 
both books have brung me to the point where I want to know facts and 
not just what people think, which leads me into why I am writing. I 
read an article in the, "Butler County American," newspaper which 
reported that an F. B. I. agent had found information about Martin 
Luthe^iCing associating with the communist. He also said that this 
information was placed in the congressional record in May of 1968. 
Could you possible tell me if such information is true. Thank you 
Mr. Hoover for ;your time. 
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Dear 


li'i 


^our letter, with enclOBore, concerning the activities of 
Martin Luther King w as received on April 7th. While 1 certainly wish 
it were possible to be of assistance to you, Information contained In 

our fUes must be maintained as confidential In accordance with regula- 

{•» 

tlons of the Department of Jhstlce. I regret I am unable to furnish die 



ita you are seeking. 


|S o 

9 ^ 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 




^OTE: Bufiles contain no Information identifiable with correspondent. The 
enclosure is a pamphlet on communist subversion by the late Matt Cvetic, 
who has been well knoveto the Bureau. 

C£E:sam (3) 

yiVw ^ 




ToIwt) — 

D.Loach 

Mohi 

Bishop __ 
Casper 
Collohon _ 
Conrad 

Felt _ 

Gale y 
Rosen - * 
SulhvoR -if 

Tavel _ 

Troller 
Tele. Room 

Uondy 


Room _ f ^ iyj 


r 


gr-c 




TELETYPE UNIT I I 




V 



“ We Are An Army Figlitli ^ With Facts - - 

, /• And To Be Better Informed Is To Be Better Airmed* 
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Dear Mr, Hoover, 



53901 


4-8-69 SaL (4-5-69) 



Mt. TtmIvot_ 

Tele. lioom_ 

Mias Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


Can you please explain to me why Richard Nixon, our 
president, and other political leaders are making such a great 
man out of Martin L. King Jr. when he was nothing but a 
communist or truly everything that our America doesn’t need — 
an agitator, riot-inciter, un-American, and a hypocrite among 
other things. 


I'm sick and tired of hearing what a great man he was and 
I'm sick of this blasphemy against God in our nation by honoring 
such a man as King Jr. 


Haven't you told some of these politicians — especially 
Nixon -- exactly what King was & was doing and what he really 
stood for ? 

Why wcffi't you make it public Mr. Hoover? 

Are we so far gone down the road we're afraid of what 
the truth will do to us ? 


God help us if this is the case! 
Please reply 


Sincerely 



towns? 


Why is it we fight communists in Asia and not in our homey/ 


J 


I write this in sincerity and in true concern. 
c f ^ I'll await your reply anxiously. 



I have facts, pictures and documented facts on King so I 
know what I'm talking about. 
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SOVIET SPIES IH-AMERICA! 

A COUNTERSPY'S VIEWS on Contmunist 
Subv*ruon~iT ***** C««»k 


Twenty years ago this month my phone rang in the 
Pittsburgh office of the United States Employment Service, 
ivherc my job was to interview applicants for work tn the 
vita! coal, electric and steel industries. 

While in the course of a busy day's work I rcceiv^ 
many phone calls, there was something different about this 
particular call It came from a Special Agent of the Fcdewl 
Bureau of Investigation. That evening we met and talked, 
and as a result of our discussions, I took a step which 
placed me right in the heart of the Communist conspiracy. 

I became a Communist for the FBI 

When I became a trusted member of the Red conyiracy’. 

I was permitted to anend secret meetings with Red spies 
from Russia and her satellite countries. This, of course, did 
not happen uptil the Communists were certain they could 
depend on me to betray my own country. These furtive meet¬ 
ing often consisted of 15 to 20 Reds, most of whom were 
schooled in Moscow or other spy-trammg ctmters. these 
acheming conspirators were busy infiltrating all seaions ol 
American aaiviry •— government agencies, shippmg. com¬ 
munications, farm organizations, trade unions, educational 
institutions, church groups and so on. Communist concentw- 
tion areas included New York, Washington. Pittsburgh Chi^ 
cago. Detroit. Hollywood, the West Coast, the Farm Belt and 

^^^Amcricans arc aware that the Kremlin has set up 
in the United States aaual Commissions of Commisars, which 
in ihetf methods of operation are comparable to those cur¬ 
ating in the Soviet Union These Red Commissions or Bu- 
reaul are broken down as follows: Clergical Commission (to 
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Educational, Governmental, ami so on Their function within 
present-day American society is much like that of termites, 
stealthily eating away the framework. 

During the nine years 1 posed as a Red, every Soviet 
Agent with whom I came in contact, in my supposed con¬ 
spiratorial Red mission, functioned from the Red embassies 
and consulates, and from the Qjmmunist staffs of the United 
Nations Others operated in Communist Red Ooss and Relief 
Missions travelling in this country, industrial and agricultural 
missions, student exchanges and scientific expeditions, Soviet 
dance groups; in fact, in every legal channel which we, under 
the guise of "good diplomacy" foolishly opened to these 
murderous conspirators. 

In addition, today literally thousands of additional notor¬ 
ious Soviet Agents and secret American Reds are functioning 
in what are commonly called 0>mmunist Front Organiza¬ 
tions. These Commie organizations usually have an assort¬ 
ment of non-Communists fronting for them, to give them the 
respectable base they so desperately need Whatever excuse 
those who front for these Red conspiratorial groups may give. 
it stands as a matter of record rhat they axe aiding and abet¬ 
ting a conspiracy whose sole aim is to destroy our nation, 
rake away our freedom, murder millions of our citizens, and 
put the rest into total slavery. ACCORDING TO OUR 
AMERICAN CONSTITUTION. THIS IS TREASON! 

Khrushchev and his co-conspiring American Reds know 
one thing well. Would that some Americans understood it 
only half as well. That is, without the diplomatic immunity 
which the Reds enjoy in this country; without the respect¬ 
ability handed them by witting and unwitting American 
dupes who front for them; without the pseudo-legality with 
which the Reds are endowed by some of our jurists and law¬ 
yers, the Red attempt to overthrow the United States would 
wither and die. 



The work or ihc C.'-i; rmu'i!). ^ 
made doubly easy thri.ii.U' several I.. « 

One, — lack of ailcquate Icgisla.u-. ivi 

agents, their aiders and abc-ttors. Politically op'■ 
spineless congressmen have faiii-d to provide out i . 

this protective legislation. 

Two, — because of the immunity the Reds enjc 
result of the diplomatic recognition we so foolishly exft. 
to them in 1933- 

Three, — due to the greed of some American business 
men, bankers, and industrialists, who would do anything for 
gold, including "selling our own nation down the river". Jr 
is beyond their comprehension that by trading with the Reds, 
jhey are greedily sowing the seeds of their own desrruerJon. 

four, — because of the general apathy and complacency 
of the average American, an aparhy which is fed behind 
the scenes by secret Red agents, self-seeking phony liberals, 
and an assortment of nimblewjrs and do-^^ers who play 
right into the hands of the Reds. 

Whar can we Americans do to crush this Red plot to 
destroy us.' 

My conclusions, drawn after nine years of work within 
the framework of tlie 0>mmunisr conspiracy, and twenty years 
of deep study in the Reds conspiratorial methods and tech¬ 
niques are: 

I- Americans must ilemand that the incoming President 
and Congress adopt a firm, unwavering, and uncompromising 
stand against Intcrnation.vl Communism, that the Exetu ive. 
Legislative and Jiidki.il branches of our government deal kH 
0>inmuni$m as a conspiracy against our nation, our f tj le, 
and our Constitution 

2. We need adequate laws SOW", mu when it's t«- 
which wtiuld punish conspiracy, sedition, and treason • 
peacetime — as well as in iiiue of war 

3. Dixirs now- open to Red spies and conspirarot. 






be closed b)’ the severance of diplomatic relations with Soviet 
Russia and her satellites. Communist countries should be 
tossed out of the United Nations. 

4. We must support wholeheartedly our FBI, the Senate 
Committee on Internal Securir>’, the House Committee on 
un-American Activities, and ail government agencies which 
help combat the Reds These vital agencies must be streng¬ 
thened. and their scope of activities expanded. 

5. Reds, Red Fronters and Communist sympathizers must 
be expelled from our churches, schools, trade unions, farm 
organizations, wherever they may be found — and the^ sooner 
the better. Anyone who aids, abets, and or defends Com¬ 
munism or Communists is betraying every single one of us. 

6. We must begin the fight against Communism in our 
’ homes, schools and churches. Vl'e must acquaint ourselves, 

our children and our neighbors with the true menace of 
Communism, We must let truth be our guiding light, and as 
our Lord so aptly said: "KNOW THE TRUTH, AND THE 
TRUTH SHAU SET YOU FREE." 

-Cbrlftlu Crusftde Magaslney Tulsa, Okla. 


Don't kt Ihii troct di*. foit H oi« ond ••nd for moro. All 
tract* froo at tho lord previdot tho moon*. 

GOSPEL TRACT SOCIETY 

2302 lloo tid 90 llvd. 

Konrat CHy V. Miuoori 












April 14, 1969 



I received your letter, witii enclosure, on April 10th 
end want to thank you for your kind remarks. 

In reply to your Inquiries, Information concerning the 
alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, irtiether sub¬ 
stantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department of Justice 
order regarding all matters of a c<mfidential nature. I regret I am 
unable to be of help in this instance. 

Blncerely yours, ftLL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
j. EdgsFHo^ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

tfrtb 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. The enclosure is 
a postcard advertising a talk to be made by Mrs. Julia Brown at San Jose 
and Oakland, California. It shows a picture identified as Martin Luther ‘ 
King and others attending the Highlander Folk School" (for communist 
training), " Monteagle, Tennessee, during 1957. 
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Jtr. J. Ji;dgar hoover 
i^lrector or the jj. u. 1. 
lashizigton y. 


hear Mx*. hoover: 

Ine rp^nt puollclty given to honoring the Black Marta ^ 
luther k ing Drings up the alleged communist activIT^he" 
“may nave participated in as shown on the enclosed card# 

Please advise me wnetner or not these accutatlons are 
true • 

Will you please accept my heartfelt thanks for the mag¬ 
nificent* service you are giving our country? 

Slnceiely, 
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TKa frewp plctu't op fl** othor lido wot mod* of 
Hm Miflhiondor Foil Sc»*ool (»Of eommw««»< froini^K 
MofrtMol*. Tobbom**. Lobor 0«r •••Iobo of 

l»57. Thii ichool w*» l•t•r «boli«h«d by *b bcI of Ibo 
L«9>tUtiiro of tlo Stofo of TanBottot. AHonfivo popit* 
idOBfifitd by fbo numbort: 

I. MARTIN LUTH6R KIN©. Jf, 

Sowthorn ChritlioB Loodorihip CoflUroBCO (SCLC). |IR2| 
]. AINRR W. lERRV. of tbo CaBiral CobmpiNoo of fb« 
Cofnmwni«< forty. 

1 AUIREY WILLIAMS. froddoBf of th« Sowtfcorp Ce«- 
lo'OBco EducoliOB FtiBd (SCEF). C ow wwBiU front. |2) 

A. MYLES HORTON. Diroclor of Hto Mi^WoBdor F^l 
School, oidod by lop commuBltl Don Watt. (H 

fl) "I lofthor twoor ond ottwt tbol-oi*o Ro*orond 

Martin Lotbor Kino «oi olwoya Mt forth «i fh* iBdl- 
viduol to whom CommoBiitt «ho«ld look ond tally 
around in tha Communirt ytruo^la on lha maav raciol 
itsaat " — Sworn affidavit by Ftl andorcovor 

aqant Karl fruition — Sapt /•. IWl- 
(2) "Tha Committaa lindt that SCLC and SMCC art mb- 
undtt contfol ol tH# Cowmiiwift Fjrtf 
Hirovgh tN CoAf«r«fK« Ed* 

acation Fund (SCEF) and tha Commuo»»ti who man- 

”A*tivilla* of SCEF. Ine. In loalilana", raport ^ 
Joint LtRiilativa Committaa on Un-Am«r»can Actiui- 
liai, Stata of Louiiiana, April II. IT*4. p. IH. 

11) •Taitinrony of faul Crouch" O S. MCOA Raport May 
i. ITW, pp. IH-ItJ. Crouch wai top eommaniat party 
official in tha South. 

Halp carry thli vital maiia^a. 109 cardi pottpaid SI-04. 
Amaricani for Civil Harmony, Ooi 4141, San Jota, Cal. fSISO 
Quantity Pricrrt on Requoit 
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HON. G. ELLIOTT HAGAN 

or GCOBCIA 

IX THE HOV6E OF RETOESEKTATIVES 
•I'o-d::;-- June 75, J95S 

M: K-\GAN. Mr. Speaker. I want to 
c.V.'. to il’.o .\:.o:iiion ol my coUearucji an 
iM iic'.c tlia; appeared In tlae Waynesboro. 
G.I.. I•.e^v.•5p.^per, the True Citizen, on 
June 11 regarding a lady who celebrated 
lier 93iii birthday, Mia. Mary Savannah 
Barret: Cohen. 

Ai'.houph there U no doubt Utat hav¬ 
ing reached one's 99:h year would be rea¬ 
son enou-h lo be tlie subject of much 
though; and prose, in my case 1 feel es- 
p^vially for:u:'.a;e to have a grand lady 
of th.if caliber residing In the First Dis¬ 
trict o: Georgia. Mrs. Cohen's aenior 

yo.ars see.T. to erdtance her charms, her 
keen inierest in things happening around 
her. a:id her dehshi in reflecting back 
over her years from childhood to adult¬ 
hood and remernboring the vast changes 
in her hometowns of Waynesboro and 
Augusta. 

I am indeed proud to be able to call 
Mrs. Cohen a neighbor and constituent, 
and I certainly hope that she w-iil enjoy 
her &9ih year in the same spirit and with 
the some zest for living as she has ex¬ 
hibited In all the wonderful years past. 
The article lolloa-s: 

- Km Msuouss Sfak a CorrusT 
(By Joyce Odom) 

Purfcril Cor.Ln ww 99 

old Jiii week- 

Th::.t la Itself u a remarkable thing, bu^ 
ilrs. Oohen revos three newspapers every day- 
can remember the ages of ber great-grandJ 
ebUdres and «Tucs letters in a gracelul, flow^ 
leg hand. 

Bright blue eyes sparkle when she talks 
about her memories which span a century. 
She's confined to & wheelchair now at Keys- 
Tille Nursing Home, and for the first t/fane In 
hcz. Ufe Is a bit less than completely inde¬ 
pendent. 

She was born In Augusta June 3. 1S70. and 
spent her early years In Waynesboro In a 
house where a service station is sow on tbe 
town's main street. Liberty. 

She remembers that during ber childhood 
her father. Jim Barrett, and an uncle bought 
*'an old broken down paper mill In Bath. 
S.C.. shat you had to get to uphill through 
sand beds.” Mrs. Cohen said the mm first 
made paper from rags which came baled up 
and in all colors. Workers had to pick out the 
White ones to use for paper. Then "a man 
from Massachusetts" came and taught the 
Barretts to make papcr<from wood. "Papa took 
us doam to the mill and we watched them 
grind up the wood; it looked like mush." 

"I Itr.ow tiicy sold the paper made from 
wood to some nea-spapers to print on. but 
they must not have got much for It bemuse 
the mill went broke." she laughed. 

.The family also had a plantation here 
where they planted indigo. She remembers 
an overseer named Bodges who had a peg 
leg. 

The family moved to Augusta when "Vas- 
uh." as she was always called, was seven and 
lived in a House mi Games Road, now LSth 
Street. Her father was “in the cotton bual- 
aess." She lived there until the married 
Ruueli Cchea. the son of John J. Cohen <tf 
Augusta. Ber children were bom and.west 
throu.-h elementary ecbool in Augusia (a 
ion. Russell, 75, who lives in Waynesboro, 
and a daughter wbo died 35 years ago). 


in Niishviilc. Tenn., while 
Mrs. Cuhvii e kbfp’RiMBalLAttended Vander- 
UlU and became a football star there. After 
the children were grown, Mr. and Mrs. Cohen 
moved bock to Augustr., and finally back to 
Waynesboro. 

Mr. Cohen died 20 years ago. and since that 
time until jubt a few mouths ago. Mrs. Cohen 
has lived alone, driven her os'u car. cooked 
her meals and kept bouse. "I'm not sick or 
anything now. 1 just con't walk." aha said. 
She fell end broke ber leg recently. 

Mrs. Cohen remembers Waynesboro when 
the downtown area consisted of one block of 
stores, the streets and sidewalks were un¬ 
paved and "every grocery store sold liquor." 

"Young girls ware not allowed to go to 
town on Saturday night," she sold. Most of 

the stores were Just shanties, she said, with 
the exception of those owned by the Fulchers 
and the Grays. 

In answer to the Inevitable question asked 
the very old. Mrs. Cc^en said, in ber honest. 


fill functionaries and officials of the 
Communist Party and all close "ad¬ 
visors," "aides," and "assistants" of 
King. 

The close ties between King and such 
latter-day subversives as James and 
Dianne Bevel, Stokcley Carmichael. Paul 
Booth, John Hulett, James Forman. Rap 
Brown. Jerry Rubin. Fred Shuttleswortb. 
and Michael Wood are no longer denied. 
King's close association with knoati sex 
perverts Bayard RusUn and Ralph 
Abernathy Is not even denied by his 
frantic defenders. 

These facts are xtow too well knoam 

to the American people. The truth will 

not go away. 

Instead, following the adage that the 
best defense Is a good offense, the left 
has launched a vitriolic attack on the 


stroightfoTwazd way. "X don't know why «£&LJn general and onjJ^j^tJfidfi^ZfiSyer 
2‘ve lived so long; my family members usu- in particular. 

ally don't, but X did have on aunt who lived Mr wy>vpr*A monumental record of a 
was w." iffeUme of devoted service to his country 

? u* ' needs no defense. History will recall him 

,« he, hach. on inciooihg the AUM.U uo Americans 0 .' all time. 


Augusta daily newspapers and The True 
Citizen. 

Mrs. Cohen's mother, Sophie Settagast, 
came from Germany and took her children 
there when "Vannah" was nine for a ten 
months visit. "Mama wanted us to learn to 
speak German, but we used to tell her. 'No¬ 
body talks like that*." 

Mary Bavaztnah Bonrett Cohen has a fond 
memory of Augusta whlcii she esepcially 
likes to tell about: She remembers riding 
horseback to a dr^ store on Brood 6tz««t, 
in the now-traf&c-jammed metropolis. 
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HON. JOHN R. RARICK 

or notntUNA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Mondav, June 26, 2969 

Mr. RARICK. Mr. Speaker, for the 
fourth time in 14 days I rise to call on 
the administration to make public in¬ 
formation in it£ possession concerning 
the illegal, inunoz^, and subversive ac¬ 
tivities of the late Martin Luther King. 

This information Is known to exist. 
Some of it has already been destroyed. 

Unless prompt action is taken. I have 
reason to believe that more will be de¬ 
stroyed or concealed. 

Tlie appropriate ^mmittecs of the 
Congress should be given immediate ac¬ 
cess to what is left of these flies before 
the whitewash is complete. 

King's apologists no longer bother to 
deny his Involvement—his close, con¬ 
tinued cooperatiotwwith well-known 
leaders of the Communist conspiracy, 
both here and abroad. 

The American people have learned, a 
little at a time, of his close association 
with such identified subversives as Abner 
W. Berry, Myles Horton. James Dom- 
browski, Bayard Rustin, Jack H. O’Dell, 
Carl and Anne Braden, Herbert Aptbe- 
ker, Elizabeth Curley Plynn, Gus H aP , 
Dorothy Roy Healy, Mike Zagarell, John 
Abt, Daniel Rubin, and Arnold Johnson, 


Bis meticulous care in the protection of 
the privacy of the individual while con¬ 
ducting the investigations vital to the 
security of the community has charted 
a course which Is an invaluable addition 
to our way of Ufe. 

Americans, armed with the facts, hfive 
no trouble deciding the question of cred¬ 
ibility between this man and his de¬ 
tractors. The latest coyote to the 
yapping Is Carl T. Rowan, whose c(^uran 
published in the Washington Star yes¬ 
terday. 1 insert it at this poUit in my 
remarks: 

It Is Tim c roaHomn IfLCiU 
(By Carl T. Bowon) 

A society u never la mwe peru then when 
-febe people lose the ability to identify a genu¬ 
ine threat to perconal Uberty. 

This society is In a lot of peril if we may 
Judge from the public reaction—or lack of 
It—to ooortroMn admissions of a variety of 
UlcgTil FBI Wiretaps and bugglngt of homes 
and botol rooms. 

A Justice department ofllcimi acknowledged 
in Federal District Court that Dr. Martin 
Luther King was under electronic surveil¬ 
lance in 19S4 and 1365. and the FBI agent 
wbo supervised this survellloace told the 
eourt "It was my understanding that it wont 
on after that." 

Ihe whole truth is that Dr. King's ^ones 
were tapped, his hotel rooms bugged, and he 
was personally shadowed right up to the tim» 
he was slain in Memphis on April 4, 1366. 

Another FBI agent. C. Barry PlckeU, told 
the court in Houston. Texas, that for foui^ 
•olid yc.'uv he had Listened eight hours a day. 
five days a week to the eoaversations of 
Elijah Muhammad, loader of the Black Mus¬ 
lims. Pickett employed both a telephone wire¬ 
tap and a microphone planted In Muham¬ 
mad's home. 

These cases cS electronic csvesdropping. 
which violate both federal Isw and a presi¬ 
dential executive order, were dlsclosad In a 
hearing on former heavyweight bmtlng ^tam¬ 
pion Cassius Clay's effort to overturn s five- 
year prison sentence for his refusal to be 
droj.ied. 

These buggings, whl^ esught anpit cisy 
eonvenations in their "net," are but a frac¬ 
tion of the illegal wiretaps that have movad 
this eountry far closer to a polios stats 
most Amerlosns reoIiM. 

Why the Ifiaod, indUforent reaetton on th* 
part of most Amsrleans? 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks 


C.fri' 1-. ;Uo gciicrn; FUI Jjis'.lflca’.lon 

A'.t.'nioy G.'noral H.iniscy Cl-vk. 
s'..iU's cnip'aaucaKy ilia; tlic FIJI lind no 
Autiu'rry w wirct.T,' or buR Dr. Kinp. 

jniF’.lca'.l.'ii tliat people tliouiiht 
Dr KiO.t w.ij. a srcuriry tluc.il 1* oiil-.'pcoiis." 

Uia: term ••N.iii.'ii.u soviiriiy u> more 
rv'wor.'i:’. tli.uv •■uioiln-rl.fvxl.’' for ll evoke* 
lo.'.r, a:ut ii'.oi; Hill Mirrouclcr more thliifr.- — 
liu'liulluj; uixTiy—out of fr;u- tlian tlicy do 
out of Kivt“ 

Tl-.r pn.'-'luiiT lliiii;; About Cl;vrk’» *1010- 
meat i.' '.hat Ue aou. n.'< thoucU lio la »ur- 
pMMsl ; ' 111 'ir ol 'lie t\irruipi>‘.ii-T and bun* 

j!'.! if 11: Kiui’ i'.miM Clark jumslUly h:»vo 

b. . I ',.1; .W .1.' VI:..-. VAl OlllCl.ili WiTt’ Ri'llUl 

b,-:*:.' ..’i.'i, i.iiimmti'ra nn.l p.irlly 

1.:.ir_'i'r a;>p;oi>rl;itii>iis by lllllhiting 
f.. i'.i i-.>:'..-re.-*icnf':i and feeding ontt'King 
r.r.'.;'.-.'.-.T'...;on to S~.u'.l'.i'rners wlio despised Uie 
e.\;: K'.ido; —all by »-ay of revealing 

•'i.w-', v- ' p.rkod up UvrougU the wiretap* and 
bUJ-'.':j->'' 

t\ Cl.irk un.'.w.vre that ccrU-Un FBI 
c;l,.-..wi-re roon'hng the country leaking to 
r..'.. ."lar i.'di'.ors poisonous stones about Dr. 
Xi'-'.;; ..r.h what the buggtngs Allegedly had 
revrr, .isi'' 

E'.'frybody else In Washington of any con* 
se^uei-.ce knew It. and many deplored It. but 
no one seemed to know how to go about 
making the FBI bend to the laws oX the land. 

There 1* a not-too*fhppant assumption In 
Washingvon that J. Edgar Hoover has been 
FBI director for ■15 years because all the re¬ 
cent Presidents have assumed that he knew 
too much about them to be replaced. So sot 
only was he &ot rrplaoed by any of the 
younger, very able FBI men Is the sormal 
course of things, but Presides:* Johnson and 
Ktaos have felt it wise or expedient to waive 
a law au;dsg Hoover has reached the rocklsg* 
chair o: • 

Hoo; ought to 3>j replaced as FBI dl- 
rertor—Inunediatcly. 

As Waaiilngton agency heads go. Hoover 
xn.vy have done a better job than most. But 
the people of this eo'untry knew something 
when they limited the time one man might 
aerve in the presidency. The saw personal 
fiefdc.Tis as Inimical to the democracy, the 
personal freedom, that we have come to 
cherish, * 

If It is dangerous to have one man serve 
three fufi terms as President, It is for more 
d.ngerous to have one man take lifetime 
possession of a powerful pollce-lnresUgative 
ageary that prods Into the deepest secrets of 
the most prominent, most honored citizens 
and has the power to discredit, even destroy, 
almost anyone. The lend of abuse of and con¬ 
tempt for the law manifest In the King and 
Mvihommad eavesdropping become almost 
inevitable when a man Is left in a key job 
as long os Hoover has been. 

Were Hoover a more tboughtful man. or as 
cor. terr.ed about the preservation of democ¬ 
racy a.'iU liberty as his speecbes suggest, he 
wou.w I'.r.ve resigned long ago. He would not 
kivp ...v-wtig Presidents In the political bind 
o.' diiidir.g to keep him or ease bun out. 

I: i.. rl>..vr Hoover has no Intention of re- 
a.rrubg So vl.en does the President muster 
the courage to say: “Weil done, thou good 
and faithful servant. Ooodbye,’’? 

Mr. Speaker, this column sheds little 
light cr. King, except to suggest that 
which cannot be denied—much is known 
about his unsavory character and con- 
Quet. Rowan's intemperate attack on 
security surveillance and his personal 
attack on J. Hoover shed a great 

deal of lighron UiC- author and the cloud¬ 
ing operation, however. Over the past 30 
years the Communist Party had con¬ 
ducted the same attack Rowan has para¬ 
phrased without apology the party line. 
For comparison with his atta^ today, I 


insert at this point in my remark-s a sum¬ 
mary of this Communist Party line, ac¬ 
cording to its official organs, prepared 
and released by a committee of this 
Hou.se nearly 20 years ago: 

Rironr on tue National Lawt-hs Guild: 

Decal Bulwaiuv or tux Cosimumist Paxtt 
(P repared and rclea.%cd by the Committee on 

Un-American ActlvUlcn. UB. House of Rep- 

rpsrntnttvcs. Woshmeton. D.C.. September 

17.IPSO) 

6. Fepehai. nf'fiEAir nr lNvr'.^r.\'^N 

Invcf-'-T.-iMc llic V'^rni'i-al Inircau of Investl- 
xatloii bccim.'c of '•vleloiit; n.':r.niilta upon civil 
llberLIr;;" EillVorl-il. (//aify Worker, March HJ. 
IDlO.p.C). 

Ah article in the Dally Worker IndicaleU 
that the FBI hod gone beyond the acopo of 
Its authority in conducting general Intelli¬ 
gence iDvestigatioiu. Reference was made to 
the Increase In the FBI's appropriation over 
a period of years, and It was alleged that be¬ 
cause of Its Director’s “absorbing Interest in 
Investigating alleged subversive activities" 
the FBI was falling behind In Its regular job 
of dealing with other tj-pcs of specihe Federal 
violations (Daily Worker, March 25, 1040). 

The N.azl Gesvipo Is Hoover's Model of Con¬ 
duct for FBI (Daily Worker, December 10, 
1940, p. 5. columns 5. 6 . and 7) . 

Federal Bureau of Investigation Director 
J. Edgar Hoover was referred to as “Chief of 
the national thought police * * **' (Edi¬ 
torial. Political Affairs. January 1948. p. 10). 

It seem that the FBI • • • u worried that 
the American people may get wise to Its real 
function—which is thought control on tbs 
Oestnpo and Japanese police model (Edi¬ 
torial, The Worker, June 6,1948, p. 6). 

The FBI and the Department of Justlc* 
have developed into a aeeret political police 
which exists outside the law and beyond the 
UB. Constitution. * ■ ■ An arouaed nation 
must stop the FBI effort to replace the Ameri¬ 
can Constitution by the reign of the political 
spy (Editorial, Daily Worker, June IS. 1949, 
p.7). 

Continuation of * * * protests can turn 
the rumors about J. Edgar Hoover’a resigna¬ 
tion into actual and heartening fact (Edi¬ 
torial. Daily People's World, June 16, 1949, 

p.6). 

The FBI's “undercover network” is a men¬ 
ace to the internal sectirlty of the nation 
• • • The American people must rid the na¬ 
tion of this “undercover network,which 
•erves not the nation but a class, the minority 
of the financial-industrial cliques. Hie Bill 
of Rlghu and the FBI’s “undercover net¬ 
work” are incompatable. One or the other 
must go. We have no doubt which the people 
will choose (Editorial, Daily Worker, June 31. 
1949. p. 8). 

Surely the American people must see the 
FBI with new eyes today. The time has oocne 
to investigate its methods. Its scandal- 
mongerlng lists, its blackmailing data. Its 
misuse of public funds. Its tuurpatlon of 
power, its tentacles gripping all parts of our 
country and its people (Daily Worker, p. 10, 
June 30, 1949, written by Elizabeth Ourley 
Flynn). 

Mr. Speaker, to make an intelligent 
judgment as to the credibility of two 
men whose testimony conflicts, it Is 
necessary to know something of each of 
the men and of their motivation. 

Athough Edgar .Hoov^, who called 

Martin Luther~King “one of the most 
notorious liars in the country" Is,well 
known to our colleagues, and his accofn- 
pUshments are known and respected 
throughout the world. It is otherwise 
with Carl T. Rowan who attacks him 
At this point in my remarks, I insert 
from the recently published Biographical 
Dictionary of the Lieft. by eminent hls- 


June 1C, loco 

torlan Dr. Francli X. Gannon, the moit 
recent biographical sketch of Rowan: 

BIOCKAPIIICAL Dictionakt ot THE Lxrr 
(By Francis X. Gannon) 

Carl Rowan woe bom on August 11.1035 m 
Ravcnscrof t. Tcnnc<>,oe. son of Johnnie Brou* 
ford and Thomta; Rowan. He married Vlvler. 
Murphy. Ho aticndcd. TennezEt fitale Ur.i* 
vorKlty and WaihOurn College. He ic an 
alumnus of Obr.-lln C'/Hege (A.B.. 1947) ar.u 
Uio Unlvcndly of Mirn«:oia iM.A.. 1942). He 
is the author of South o/ freedom (1W3). 

The Piti/ul and tif i'fourl (195C|. Co South 
to Sorrojo (1057>. Wait till N'll Year (19C0>. 
and No Nerd for Uunprr ( 

From Jli'iD ui.tll 11»CJ. \U.-4r..u w... with i;.e 
TriUtinr as a copywriter (1948- 
1950) and ns a staff writer (i:«5U'll'Cl». 

From 1961 until lOCa. Rowan was a deputy 
assistant secretory of state for public affairs. 

In that position, he was used as a speech 
writer and traveling compan.cr. for Vice 
President Lyndon B. Johnson. Uls major 
achievement for the State Deponmen:. how¬ 
ever. was to serve as the Kennedy Adminis- 
tration’s efficient hatchetmor. against Mo,se 
Tshombe of the Congo’s Katanga Province. 
When Tshombe's antl-Communlst regime 
seceded from the rest of the chsotie Congo, 
Rowan branded Tshombe as an “Interna¬ 
tional Uncle Tom” who was nothing more 
than a hand-picked atooge for Belgian 
businessmen. 

In 1963 and 1964, Rowan was UB. Am¬ 
bassador to Finland. In 1964 and 1965. be was 
Edward R. MurroWs successor as director 
of the United Sutes Information Agency. 
While in that position, he traveUed to Eu¬ 
rope. promoting Lyndon Johnson's “br.dgc 
building” between the UzUted States and the 
Communlat bloc of eastern Europe. He went 
out of his way to aasure Oommunlst leaders 
that the United States government hid 
placed its permanent seal of approval on 
Europe’s Communist regimes. To an au¬ 
dience in Belgrade. Tugoslevia, Bon-an uid 
that Americans were acutely aware of revolu¬ 
tionary changes sweeping the world, He elab¬ 
orated: “We emphaalze that we teUeve In 
change because we were bom of it, we hsve 
lived by It. we prospered and grew great by 
it. So the staUu quo hat never been our god 
and we ask no one else to bow down before 
It.” 

In 1965, Rowan resigned his directorship 
and became a columnist for the Chleepo 
Daily News and Publlahers Newspaper Syndi¬ 
cate. He is also a regular contributor to 
Reader’s Digest magazine and a radio and 
television commentator for the WesUnghouse 
Broadcasting System. 

Throughout his several careers. Rowan has , 
demonstrated that be is a liberal and hu 
been recognized as such by his peers. He has ‘ 
received the Sidney Hillman award for new* 
reporting, the Contributions to American 
Democracy award from Roosevelt University, 
the Golden Ruler award from the Philadel¬ 
phia. Pellowthip Commission, the* Liberty 
Bell award from Howard Unlvei^ty, the Com- 
mvinlcations Award in Human Relations iiom 
the Anti-Defamation League, end the Ns- 
tlonal Brotherhood award from the Nstlozul 
Conference of Christians and Jews. These \ 
tributes are almoet Invariably reaerred for < 
those who are actively prarotiBg leftist- < 
liberal causes. 

When the Kennedy Dynasty discovered the 
value of Negroes' votes and b^an to place 
Negroes In high government positions. Ro¬ 
wan was one of the show pieces. In 19C3. 
an application for membership to the famous 
Cosmos Club of Washington. D.C.* was sub¬ 
mitted on behalf of Rowan. The application 
wot rejected. Within a few days, leading fig¬ 
ures in the Kennedy Administration—many 
of them longtime members of the Cosmos 
Club—euddenly became color eonsclous and 
resigned their membership. 
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T J.'urs. cxcrii:ivc editor- of the 
-.’.'-.t.vii-'.oc'; rvirhrd to Uie dc- 
-• C. . iv.-.-'.'. C'>uV> oihcrrs; ’'I eay this 
A poliiieiU effort in wuich 

It h'ro.'j ars trj in^ to make Kegro 
i: ? Ito^an ac a *ort of Freedom 
he Nat.oiia'. CapUal on the cluh 


•I h.uf hcfii a mcai’oer or the fine old 
C.ub for n\ore tbr.u 20 years and I 
I e.u; sjH'.’.k with some *llch: kaowl- 
cc,ci* of how i; opcraies. 

I say iliore are people who think 

Car; Kow,.n is a huarpliotis. sclf^cnaniorcd 
aitd icV.ow. 

• A::.t that ejirnjate completely discouhu 

eolor of h;i skin Ke could bo platinum 
I'.ov.d and ;;;o people I om thUikUi^ about 
would s:.;; ;;im thumbs down o:i him. 

• : a.cr. have boon blaokballcd in np- 

pl.o. i.o;-. for meir.bcrsli.p by the Cosmos Club 
oom;o..-.'.e?. as they u.\vo m most private 


nioiJ. Bccnusc I offreo with Mr. Udnll’s 
poiccpLion of this value revolution and 
the need for channeling tills concern In 
a constructive way. I insert Mr. Udall's 
remarks at this point in the Rscoso: 
(From the New York Timet, June 1, 

The Value nEvoLirriow 
<Dy Stewart n. UdtUli 
There Is a decjKulng awareness that today's 
domestic turbulence U in reality a funda- 
mental quc&Uoulng of the value system at 
Ainencan soclCvy. 

Tiie pretest of the blacks agaiost the per¬ 
sonal affronts and indignities of daily life is 
also a mote general protest against the false 
and frequently inhuman values of our total 
social system. Tbe widespread student an¬ 
tagonism toward the standards of “the es¬ 
tablishment" represents an even broader 
disagreement with conventional values, 


C. U hs, 

■ The orJy or.e 1 hr.ve ever heard of who 
ever r.i.'.cic a publ.c issue of u is this same 

C.ir! Rouzr.. w lio is giving every indication 
Of bv'.-.'T.'-r.g a pro:c.is;on.i; r.iciil " 

Sbw:.:*. lias :;:e r.orm.if prejudices of a 
Ei.'aem l.ccr.;. Kc de*.«sts political conserva¬ 
tives i:*..'. r.::;i-CrLiihun;i: investigatloni. He 
is j s;a-..:-.,-h admirer of the United Nations 
.ii.U :.s Re.1 hcir.'.r.'/.y. He fancies himself an 
e.\po.-; on foro.gn a;;a;rs but In reality he Is 
no r.-.c:e thr.r. a pc.rroviir.s apologist for the 
appp.i.'C.mer.t-tcward-Communism policy that 
ha? prevailed for so long fa the White House 
and the S:.r.r Department 

In :9e6. Rowan was convinced, or at least 
lei his readers think he was convinced, that 
the Soviet Union's leaders were trying very 
hand to effect a peaceful settlement of the 
Vietn.'na W.ir. 

Row.-.a has long championed the Idea that 
the Ur .'.cd State should mke friendly 
uverturLi to Red Caina—something which 
would have bean done a long time ago. he 
eon'.enas. if only the "purges and inquisi¬ 
tions cf the late Sen. Joseph McCarthy" had 
nc; had a siir-ng effect on public debate of 
US. poh;;. toward Red CDlna. (When and 
where ih.s alleged stifling took place. Rowan 
bos Y.e\ cr meiufoned.) 

Otic curious facet of Rowan's work remains 
unexplained. On radio and television and in 
his writir.ns, he Is a persistent and dedicated 
defender of liie Central Intclllgcnco Agency— 
so much so in&t It >s not unrcasoziablo to 
suspect that he it or has been a CIA agent. / 


THE VALUE REVOLUTION 


HON. DONALD W. RIEGLE, JR. 

or aitcuiCAK 

IK THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 1C. J5C5 

Mr. RII-iGLE. Mr. Spc.aker. one of the 
most Im;>oriant tn.sk.s f.-vclnr: both the In- 
tiiviuuhl cliizen a.na all icvcU ol eovern- 
ment is coming to grips with the prob¬ 
lem of student unrest and campus disor¬ 
der. We must go far beyond merely re¬ 
acting to the outward manifestation of 
this problem, that Is, with restoring order 
to a riot situation and punishing those 
who destroy property. It is more im¬ 
portant that we understand the funda¬ 
mental questions these students are ask¬ 
ing about o'jx value system and the di¬ 
rection in which our country Is heading. 

I have recently read an article by 
Stewart Udall, former Secretary of the 
Interior, which 1 think really gets to the 
hcan of the transition we are in and to 
the underlying Issues of the campus tur- 


SOCZAL aSKEWAL 

1 believe this pervasive sod pointed ques¬ 
tioning of values may bring about a shift in 
those Ideas and attitudes that ultimately 
sliape the nation. In fact, we may already 
be engaged in the most vital sorting out of 
values since 1776. Even our search for the 
roots of failure at tlie time of the Depression 
w.as more a quesUonlng of the workability 
of the economic system than a radical search 
for the elements of thorough-going social 
renewal. 

Our contemporary turmoil concems hu¬ 
man relationships; between tbe privileged 
and tbe Impoverished, between black and 
white, between parents and children. 

If we honestly beiieve, as 1 do, that the 
present young generation Is not only the 
best educated, but also the most aware and 
Idealistic In our history, we must be re¬ 
sponsive to Its causes and complaln's. Tbe 
anger of tne young biaels against tbe built- 
in inequalities and hypocrisies of "the sys¬ 
tem" legiunutely challenges tbe moral basis 
of the old order. 

Zf a large proporUon of the superior uni¬ 
versity graduates turn their backs on cor¬ 
porate cnrccrlsm, if many of our most crea¬ 
tive minds are ttumed off by conventional 
oppprtunlUcs. we should question the In¬ 
centives and concepts that make the system 
For thcro ts no doubt that the dcslro to 
jio merely olDuent is yielding to the Impulse 
Ao live In an environment that la llfe-^vlng 
and creative. 

If most of our cities and countrysides are 
Increasingly unclean and ugly ve should be¬ 
gin to reconsider the policies that have made 
them a disordered mesa. If technology Is to 
continue Its thrust, then it must be In¬ 
fluenced by sochol eonsliicratlons and aspira¬ 
tions—in short, technology must be civilized. 

The thing that appalls the new genera¬ 
tion the most. 1 believe, Is the waste endemic 
In American Ufo: the waste of young tal¬ 
ent; the w.uito of the eonirlbutlojia the un- 
melted minorltlc.-'. could make tf wo gave 
Utein a cluince; u>o wa.'.u> of Uto heauty and 
bounty of a innf^nlllccnt continent. I1ic stu¬ 
dent protest agalusl the Vietnam policy was 
and Is a moralistic protest against wasto. 

SXCCSSKS or WAS 

With the benefit of hindsight we ttow re¬ 
alize It Is a Judgment wiser than Washing¬ 
ton's—a Judgment that the lives and waalth 
expended were excessive and misdirected, and 
thus demeaned us before mankind. 

We wlU always need in this country oU the 
Idealism we can get. particularly from our 
youth, for the idealist Is more sen^tive to 
crucial moral issues, more attuned to the 
nozmiaicriaiuuc opportunities. Who. indeed 
Will pierce our old frauds and follies unleai 
fresh minds question the habits and atti¬ 
tudes of the post? 

The value revolution is upon us. It may 
transform our lives. Tboso preoccupied with 
the selfish scramble for easy we^th, un¬ 


merited advantage and persona! east- shojid 
become accustomed to the well-aimed ar¬ 
rows or th' se who have contempt for there 
asi>ccu Of Amctlcar. lue. 

The value doubters will continue to scorn 
our efforts to define the national well-being 
solely by Cross National Product, freight- 
car loadings, auto production, or the 
clcncy of military preparedness. Tney want 
to assess (and they ore entitled to raa.-;e the 
issue; whst that product Is, what the frei-.'ht 
csr» cociain, what tbe relevance of Incllvtd- 
ual wheels Is to our moss trantpor'-aUon 
needs, how humanism fits into what can 
never again be a simple logistical measure 
of preparedness. 

The time has oome to recognise the worth 
of tbe value revolution and to encourage it 
toward constructive channels. It can have a 
profound and beneficial Influence on our 
future If It causes us to renew our lives, re¬ 
vise our institutioos, sad reasseai our direc¬ 
tions and purposes. 


JOINT COMMITTEE ON ATOMIC 
ENERGY MEMBERS SPEAK TO 
NATIONAL COAL ASSOCIATION 


HON. CRAIG HOSaiER 

or CAurosirxA 

IN THE ROUSE O? REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday. June JS, 1969 

Mr. HOSMER. Mr. Speaker. Repre- 
fientative John B. Akocrsok and myself 
had the pleasure of speaking thie morn¬ 
ing to the 52d anniversary convention 
of the National Coal Association. Our 
respective Q>ee<;hes foUww; 

Nkedsd; a Pxacs TaxATr roa rax Enibct 
COMHONZTT 

(Remarks by the Honorable Jouw B. Aifbca- 

aoN, Member, joint Committee on Atomic 

Energy. Before the NatHmal Coal Amo- 

claUoD. Mayflower Hotel. Washington. 

O.C., June la, IB62J 

Good morning, ladles and gentlemen. I 
hope it isn't too early in the day to apeak 
to you about a serious subject. 

Z refer to tlic increasing public opposi¬ 
tion, not a lUtlo of it wholly unreasoning, 
to the construction of all electric power 
planta. The fact that the preponderance of 
this opposition has of late been eonecn- 
trated on nuclear power plants should not 
be of comfort to you. There are those who 
have made efforts to trade upon tho visceral 
public anxieties associated with the atom, 
and to a certain extent they have succeeded. 
But their temporary success. If you can call 
it that, bos hod cancerous effecU. Unless 
these efforts ore stopped, objective dialogue 
will Rive way to unrestrained charRe and 
countcrchargo, wlUi effeeu tlvat are inl- * 
inlcftl to all in the power business. Portr.ay- 
lag nuclear plants os bod and electric util¬ 
ity exeeuUvet os Irresponsible individuals 
Intent upon destroying the wonders ^ na¬ 
ture Im^ia public confidence in the mo- 
tlvaUon and integrity of these men in a way* 
that Is harmful to more than nuelaor 
power. 

As a result, cool and other fosall-tuelad 
plants, hydroelectric projects and pumped 
storage (scUiUes also have cmcountered 
significant and growing public oppooitlon. I 
regretOo say that the situation will probably 
continue to deteriorate before It begins to * 
Improve. 

It seems that what should be a genuine. 
Intimate and quite understandable con¬ 
cern about the tfsets on the anvironment’ 
of large power plants has been transformed 
in many Initnoocs into an insistence onpris- 
tlne purity Uxat refuse to rccoguixe themecd 
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L lt!F0A;»'.ATI0N C jt^TAiNED. 

mHHte ':>eREtNlSUNCLASSm 

Ij5uioa8^otaOTwl3r8S064 . 

ic?n> 

Thank you for the kind comments In jour letter 
of April 4th regarding my work and the activities of the FBI. 

I have no present ttiought of retiring, and It Is my hope to remain 
in my current position as long as I can be of service to our Nation. 

I am enclosing an article from the March llth edition of tbe "Con¬ 
gressional Record” vddch I hope will be of interest to you. 

With respect to your request, X can assure you tibat 
no report has been released by this Bureau concerning alleged com¬ 
munist affiliations of Martin Luther King, fafbrmation of this nature, 
vdiether substan t ia t ed or not, csumot be released because of a Depart¬ 
ment of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidratial nature. 

Sincerely yours, 

Sm Bdgar Hoover 




Biihop . 

''v-I'T'A Co.p.t _ 
J. CgDohon 
Conrod _ 

..>■ F.li _ 

i Cole __ 

Ro».n _ 

Sullivan 

Tav.l _ 

Troll.r _ 
T.I.. Pcx 
Holn.s _ 
Gandy r 
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NOTE: Buflles cort ain no Information Identifiable with correspondent 
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IS u:-CLAss;ri£D 


Hon. J. Edgar Hoover Vjfi ^ W 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Mr. Lai...;.iTi 
Mr. C'.nraJ — 


Mr. Fdt_ 

Mr. Gale_ 

Mr. llosen_ 

Mr. Suil.van_ 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Trotter_ 

Tele. Rao m 

Mi.s Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


I am a retired Sergeant of Police from SL Louis, 

Mo. (32 yrs service). 

i l have been a constant admirer of you and the fine, 
efficient service your men deliver. 

I can’t recall how long ago it was, but it might be as 
long as a year ago when I read in the Sun-Sentinel Newspaper in 
our area, a report rele^ed from your office relative to the 
alleged Dr Martin Luther King which listed a number of activities 
such as attending a school in Russia for subversives and organ¬ 
izations which had as its aims the eventual take over of this 
country by the communists. 

I, and many more people like me are so sick of hearing 
our political leaders and various members of the clergy praising 
this agitator as a great American, when by his well planned 
speeches he urged the Negro anarchists and Ignorant followers to 
bum and riot and disregard the laws of this nation. 


Please forgive me if I seem to have been carried away but 
the reason I decided to write was to ask you if it was possible to, as 
a private citizen, get a copy of the statement refer^ to. 


Thank you for a wonderful job and please don’t retire stay 
Jjin there and continue to fight to preserve the American way of life. 

Very Truly 
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To: SAGS I Balt Ivors 
Boston 
Chleaffo 
Cincinnati 
Clsvsland 
Houston 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
fIFREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
*ATEa^^-_yi BY s eUJCm/i /. 

Kansas City 
Miami 
Msvark 
Mow Qrlsans 
Ksv Tork 
niiladslphia 


Pittsburfh 
Sacravsnto 
St. Louis 
San Traneiseo 
Seattls 

Tashington Fisld 




Jromi DlTSCtOTt FBI (157*12709) 

CXBIUEHOBATIOK DEATH OF 

MARTIN LUTHER^ING. JR., 4-4«69 
^CIAL MAWRRS 

Rscently a rssolutios vesorialislng Martin Luther 
King, Jr., vas defeated in the Californxa legislature vhen 
a state senator depicted .King as an associate of conunists. 
Also the Southern Christian Leadership Conference is to launch 
a petition caapaign on 4-4-69 to make January 15, King's 
birthday, a national legal holiday. These petitions are to 
be presented to Congress and the President in Washington, D.C., 
on 7-4-69. 

Because of the evotion and controyersy surrounding 
King and the actiyities conaeaorating his death, the actiyltles 
■entioned aboye could trigger racial unrest and should be 
closely followed. The Bureau should be adyised iavediately 
concerning any efforts by city, county, or state goyernaents 
to pass resolutions coneuorating or honoring King and a 
letterhead aesorandua should follow. The progress of the 
petition caapaign should receiye siallar attention. 
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HononUe Karl E. Mnndt 
United States Senate 
Uashingtoa, D. C. 30510 

dear Senator: 


March 15, 1069 

70- 3^^^ 
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ToI»on __ 
DcLoach _ 
Mohr — 
Bishop _ 
Cospor — 
Callohon _ 
Conrod — 

r*)r_ 

Col* - 
Rosen . 
Suilivon __ 

Tovel _ 

Trotter ___ 
Tel*. Rooir 
Hoirres 
Gand< __ 


I have received yo ur lette 
enclosing a copy of a letter from 
Oldham, Sooth Dakota. 




A 


/ 






'bic^ 


^ 4 

A 

-I 

<r 


^ , ^Ule I certainly vlah It were poeelble to ^ ‘ iT- 

“i^"**”*^*’totereat, 

WOTmatton concjwnlng the alleged commnnlat afftnaHnnf < • ,. , 

ot htartta Ln tb gfTvh^, whether mbstantlated or not, can- ' < ^ 

*!!<=“**R D«P«rtment of Juttce order V>' 
regarding aU matters of a confidential natarc. For the ''’4^ 

Mme reuon I cannot be of help to yoor constltoent con* ' ■ 

eernlng the other iodlvlduala she mentloaed. 


c* n 


sincerely yours, 

Edgar 


/ 


NOTE: Senator Mundt is on the Special Correspondents List and known 
to the Director on a first-name basis. However, since this is a reply 
which may be furnished his constituent, the above sala 
used. Bufiles 
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KARL E. MUNOT 

MAOISON. SOUTM DAKOTA 


R. L. McCAUOHEV 

ADMtNirmATIVK AASirTAMT 


RORCRTA VAN MEK 
BUKUTtVK SKCRSTAaT 


WALTER C. CONAHAN 
Witll MCRCTAAT 


ROMirr E. RUDDY 
LraiSLATIVC AMIETAMT 


/ ^ V 


^Cntieb ^Utlest ^enctle 

WASHINGTON. D.C. aOSlO 

March 22, I969 

p.U.:v' 


MEMBER: 

AmnRNiATMMs coMMrrm 
FORCMN RELATIONS COMMrmCE 
OOVniNMDfr OPCNATWNS COMMirm 
BBMATE INVUnOATHNS SUBCOMMITTU 


ADVISORY COMMISSION ON 
tofmOOWWMSKTAL RBLATMNS 




Honorable J. Ed^ar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Departncnt of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 


yritJ 

^llaoJ) 


Dear Edgar: 


I am enclosing a xerox copy of a letter which I 
have received from a constituent in South Dakota. 


Any information which you can send along to me 
which I can relay to ay constituent will be deeply appreciated. 


With best wishes, I am 


Cordially yo 
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Karl E. Mandt 
U. S. Senator 
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Hon. Karl Mundt 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 


My dear Senator Mundt: 


Oldham, S. D. 
March 3, 1969 


We have a fe.w "religious” people in our Church 
and community who can do untold damage to a person or persons 
reputation. 


So that we can state the facts, could you get for me 
information as to whether Martin Luther King (or his wife) were ever 
communists or sympathizers. Also, Dr. F. A. Schiotz, President 
of the American Lutheran church and Lutheran World Federation 
president. He has also been accused of same. He lives in 
Minneapolis or St. Paul. 


I trust that you could get this information from the 
FBI or refer me to the proper person. We need not use your name 
in setting the record straight, but can say we have the information 
from the FBI. Surely they will accept their word. We ourselves 
have not believed these rumors, but want to speak with authority. 

Sincerely, 
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Dear 




mailed 10 

MAR 2 51969 

COMM-FBI 


In reply to the request In your letter ot March 18th, 
the FBI has never made.any statement to the effect that Martin 
Luther King was a communist. Ihformatioii of this nature, whether 
substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department 
of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Bdgar Hoover 



t f ' 
1 1 C.O f.- 


f ‘ NOTE:. Bufiles contain no identifiable information concerning 

correspondent on basis of available data. 
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Oakland 


New Jersey 
07436 
3-18-69 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
9th St, and Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 


All. info:;:, coi^iAiNED 
HEREIN IS UNJLASSTIED 


i k ^jL 

I hai^heard reports about the late civil-rights leader 
Dr, Mart in Luther lang and his back ground. It seemed like the F.B.I. 
had investigated him and found him to be associated with many Com¬ 
munist fronts cited by the government. 


If this is so, I would like to have some first-hand facts 
about such an investigation to clarify my thoughts. I would appreciate 
any help. 


\ 




Sincerely, 
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P/V Memorandum 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


3/24/69 




D«l-oarh _ 

Mohi — 
Bishor — 
Casp«: , ■ 
Coltahan _ 

Conrod . 

Foil _ 

Gale —— 

Ros»n _ 

SuDivon __ 

To»e! _ 

Tfoner_ 

T»Ic. Room 
Holme* —. 


ALL INF0R:v:-T:0N CONTAINED =' 


"thetsentinel" newspaper herein iC UNCLACSji IEO 
WELLSTON, OHIO DATE S. -va-gi RY g?‘<AfeAA >ii.- 

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION , 

^ IBI^^ipH^mcaptioned newspaper has written us requesting 

an answer to the following quesuon submitted by a reader: "By what statute 
and by whose order^d authority did the F. B. I. give protection to the late 
Rev. Marto Luthejr fcng? " 

Correspondent indicated that the reply would be used in the 
"Sentry, " a question and answer column of the newspaper. 

Our Cincinnati Office has advised that "The Sentinel" is a 
five-day-a-week newspaper at 120 South Pennsylvania Avenue, Wellston, 

Ohio. It has a favorable reputation and is edited and published by Burt B, Mills, 
who along with four others (E.. E. Davis, Oak Hill, Ohio; Evan Davis, Oak Hill, 
Ohio; Carl Dalberg, Wellston, Ohio; and Hudson Jeffreys, Ironton, Ohio) owns 
Southeastern Ohio Newspapers, Inc. All of these individuals have good r^**^ 
utations and have no derogatory references identifiable in Cincinnati files 
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RECOMMENDATION: 


Enclosure 


reporieai7 enjoy gooa reputations. 


That the attached letter be appro ved a nd 



1 - Mr, DeLoach - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosure 


IB mar 27 1969 
1 - Miss Oandy' -"Enclosure 


HC:cle4)aaJl 

(8) 


- 1969 ^ 


& 














m 


REC 43 



IqO loseio^s^nl 


March n, 1109 




i *’ a 9wi 


r 

e.- 





rS. ■ .■•■ 





o 


S 

B 


a 


M 

a 

« 

a 

CC 

cc 

8 E 

S 




iS. 


Tolaon _ 
0«Uo«ch 
Mohr - — 

Bi»hop — 
Ca«p«i _ 
CoUflhor 
Conrod _ 

F*Jt_ 

CqI« — 
Rosen 
Sullivan . 

Tovel _ 

Ttotier __ 
Tele 
Holm 
Gondy 


Wellatoni Ohio 



ALL INFOR’vWTION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS U:;CLASSIFI£D 
DATEa-^a- f t BymjJhuhL 

097k 


Tour letter d March 136i bu been received 
and I appreciate the Interest which prompted you to write* 

la response bo your reader's question, you 
may use the foUowlng reply la tiie "Sentry'' column d your 
aew^sper: 

Ihe FBI is kn lavestigatlTe, not a 
protective, agency. Personal protection for 
private citizens is ordinarily the responsibility 
d local law enforcement agencies or d private 
firms hired for that purpose. No assignment 
was ever given the FBI hi the personal protec- 
tlOQ d the late Dr. Martin laither King, Jr. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 

1 - Cincinnati - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. DeLoach (detached) 

1 - Mr. Bishop (detached) 

1 - Miss Gandy (detached) 

NOTE: See M. A. Jones to Bishc^ memo dated 3/24/69 captioned 
"TTie Sentinel" Newspaper, Wellston, Ohio, Request for Information," 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



March 13, 1969 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

herein is unclassified 
DATESrl^iLBYsS^O. 

Dear Sir: 

In our daily paper, The Sentinel , we have a column called the "Sentry”, in which 
our readers may write in questions of interest to them. The following is one such 
question; "By what statute and by whose order and authority did the F. B. I. give 
protecti-^n to the late Rev. Martin Ldther King?" 

We would anoreciate any information you could give us in order to answer this 
question. Thank you. 




10 MAR 26 1969 


CORRESPOiDEWCE 


lArehS4, 1969 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNC' A^SIFIED 
nATF.3-/a-.f7 P;/ g|A/Jl4nfc^ 


Thank 70 a for the most generous comments in jour 
letter of March 16th ccnceming my work and the activities of the 
FBL 


While I would like to be of assistance to you. infor* 
matloq concerning the alleged communist afftjistiQqs of Mn^Hn 
J^ther Qng, whether substantiated or not, cannot be release?' 
becaose bfh Department of Jostlce order regarding all matters of 
a confidential natore. I regret I am unable to be of assistance in 
fills instance. 

I am enclosing some material relating to our work 
in the field of internal security which I hope you will find of interest. 



MAILED 10 

MAR 2 41969 

COMMFBI 


Sincerely yoors^ 

J, Edgar Hoover 




TelMn _ 
D.L»ecii 

Mohr_ 

Blchop _ 
Ca.p.r _ 
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Fall_ 
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Gandy ___ 


Enclosures (2) 

Director's TesUmoi^ 2/23/68 re Communist, Racial and Hate Groups 
Director's Statement 9/18/68 before National Commission on the Causes 
and Prevention of Violence 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of corre^K>ndent. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 
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Greensboro, N. C. 
March 18, 1969 


Mr. F<it 

M!. 

Mr. n-.se 

Su.ifVan. 
Tavel- 

Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy. 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 


The boys and girls of my Sunday School class are 
studying race relations and the people of leadership Involved 
with the effort being made to combine the races in our country. 
At one point in our discussion. Dr. Martin Luther King's name 
was raised in relation to the FBI in a negative sense. 1 am 
wondering if perhaps there was a report made public on 
Dr. King's association with the Communist Party that I did 
not see. So many rumors get started about people as 
controversial as Dr. King who are also in the public eye. 



In closing, let me say that I, as a taxpaying-citizen, 
am very pleased with our Federal l^reau of Investigation 
under your wise supervision. You are doing, and have dc»ie, 
a wonderful job for the people of our country, and I appreciate 
it. 


all INFORf'/lATlON COpWNLD 


Cordially yours, 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


MR. DELOACH 


S. B. Donaho 


DATE 3/12/69 

cc Mr. DeLoach 
Mr* Sullivan 


SUBJECT REQUEST FROM WHITE HOUSE 

FOR INFORMATION ^ 

y' RE MARTIN LUTHER^KING; and 

FBI GUIDELINES~F0R CLASSIFYING MAIL 


Tslfr- > 

Mohr _ 

Bishc? ,, , 

Caspar _ 

Call ohar. „ 

Confad _ 

fell _ 

Gale - 
Ro»en 

Sulu^^^ 

Tovej 

Trett.r _ 
T.ie. RoGfr 
Helnos 
Cotidj _ 






Miss Gertrude Brown, at the White House, 
called at the request of Egll Krogb, to ask that we 
furnish to Mr* Krogh, today If possible, a summary of 
Information available concerning MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

She also asked for any information available 
as to the guidelines used by the FBI In classifying 
reports and correspondence. 

/ 

c.b 

ADDENDUM, C. D. DE LOACH: ^ 

(0 0 - 7 ^ 

Ehrlichman has already been sent a brief concerning this matter. 
If the Director agrees, I will tell Ehrlichman that there is a brief 
already available at the White House. ^ . 

P'nri'Qmr u _ 
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There are impressive arguments to support a 
bill introduced by Congressman John Conyers Jr. 
and 23 associates wh^ would make the birthday 
of Dr. Martin Luther^ng Jr . on Jan. 15 « legal 
public holiday. The tidal wave of mail which has 
come to Congress in support of this proposal leaves 
no doubt whatever that it would be regarded by 
Negroes all over the United States as a long-desired 
and deserved recognition of the rich contribution 
of their race to American life. That it would gratify 
Negroes is reason enough in itself to assure the 
proposal thoughtful consideration. And apart from 
this, Dr. King holds an Indubitable place among 
the ^reat American martyr heroes to whom all 
Americans owe gratitude. 

The trouble with making Dr. King's birthday a 
legal holiday lies in the fact that, to whatever ex* 
tent it might find endorsement among the states, 
it would add to the rather considerable roster of 
days on which offices, banks, stores, Kbools and 
governmental functions are already suspended. 
Coi yress its elf has power to establish a l egal holb 
day only in the District of Columbia and for Federal 

e mplaves^ verywhere. The individual rt aUt 
mine for themselves whether the holiday should 
be observed within their boundaries. Legal holidays 
have been suggested to commemorate the birth¬ 
days of a number of noted Americans—Jefferson, 
Madison. Jackson, Lincoln and Franklin Roosevelt 
among them; but only George Washington’s birth¬ 
day has actually been established as a legal holiday. 
If similar status were accorded all of them, indus¬ 
try, commerce, education and public services would 
be pretty seriously impaired. 

Perhaps a better and more realistic way of pay¬ 
ing tribute to the memory of Dr. Ving has been 
proposed in the Senate by Senator Brooke and in 
the House by Congressman Farbstein. They advo¬ 
cate a joint resolution urging the President annually 
to declare Jan. 15 Martin Luther King Day->to 
be observed, as Abraham Lincoln’s birthday is 
widely observed, by appropriate voluntary exer- 
dses in schools and at public meetings. Certainly it 
would be a more appropriate tribute to Dr. King 
to have students talk about him and bis ideas in 
op en yhools than to have the schools shut down. 
Hie aim ss a memorial, not merely a twHSiyT^ 


In Memoiypri^i 
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The WashingtoD Post w* / ^ 
Times Herald - 


/■ 


The Washington Daily Ne^ ^ 
The Evening Star (Was^jKon) 
The Sunday Star (Wa^Od^n)^ 
Daily News 

Sunday News (New York)_ 

New York Poet_ 


The New York Times 
The Sun (Baltimore) - 

The Daily Worid_ 

Ibe New Leader_ 


The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer. 
People’s World_ 


Examiner (Washington) 
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DATE 3 ^ Jl_ B Y ^jU3^!vW. 


Id reidy to your letter of February 28tti, 1 bare 
never made any statement to the etfect that Martin lA^er King 
was a member of communist organisations, ^formation of this 
nature^ whether substantiated or not| cannot be released because 
of a Department of Justice, order regarding all matters oi a con- 
Udential nature. 


At a press conference on November 16» 1964r 1 
made the statement ttiat King was the most notorious liar in the 
country* I did so because he had grossly distorted ttie facts con¬ 
cerning our ^>ecial Agents handling civil rights investigations In 
ttie South. 


Sineertly yoars, 

J, Edgar Hoover 


ii 


TolMn _ 

DtLooch _ 

Uohr _ 

Bishop 
Cosp.r 
CollAon _ 
Cenrod 

F.li_ 

Gol. - 
Rosen 
Sutlivon _ 
Tovel - . 
Ttottef . . 
Tel*. Room 
Holmes __ 
Candy __ 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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February 28 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 


{9. 


(- 


Our class was recently discussing Martin T^uthpr King Jr. 

A few years ago I recall that you stated Martin Luther King was a member 
of several Communist front organization. Based on your honorable 
reputation 1 hold that this, and another statement in which you called 
him a liar, are true. Would you please verify these statements for me. 
Thank You very much 


Sincerely yours 
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set, New York 11791 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



la reply to the iiupilries In your letter of F^xii« 
ary 24th, I hare never made any statement to the effect 
Martin Lather King was a ^mmonist* Information of th^ff nature 
whether substantiated or n^, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confiden¬ 
tial nabire* 

At a press conference on November 18, 1964, X 
made the statement that King was the most notozioos liar In the 
country. I did so because he bad grossly distorted the fiicts 
concerning our Special Agents hanging civil rights invesUga* 
tions in the South* 
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Sincerely yours, 
Edgar HooveK 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no information concerning correspondent* 
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.OFFICE OF DIREwTOR 
^CDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTI 
^NlTED STATES DEPARTMENT O 

Feb. 24, 1969 
Syosset, N. Y. 


‘i Dear Mr. Hoover, 


I am w to you in reference 
t o Martin L. I was under the 

impression that he was called a liar 
and he was said to have communistic 
leanings, by you. Are these statements 
true or do you feel he was the man 
worthy of Ids praise ? 


MR. TOLtON 





MR. TROTTER 

MR. JONES _ 


TELE. ROOM 


MISS HOLMES _ 

MRS. METCALF 
MISS OANDV _ 


Presently my children attend assemblies 
in his honor, write compositicxis about him and I must 
sit and hear his recordings at a P. T. A. meeting. 

Please write to me as I want to know exactly 
what the F. B. I has on its reports. 1 feel if these 
statements are true, my children should not honor 
[this man in an American public school. 


Thank you. 


Ms.. • 













-i^J^^kncerely, 



^ Syosset, N. Y. 
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Tike Deputy Attorney Oeoernl 


1 - Mr. Delioach 
1 - Mr, Sullivan 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 


March 3» 1969 


Director, FBI 

^ • .V--- 

MARTIN LUTOElftlNG. JR. ^ 

KAaALMATTERS ^ ‘ ^ (T 

(fO 

Pursuant to your request on February 26, 1969, a 
copy of a Top Secret document regarding Martin liuUier King, Jr*, 
was deliver^ on that date to Mr, Bryce N. Harlow, Special Assistant 
to the President, at the White House. 

This document was a duplicate copy of the same 
document forwarded to the President and the Attorney General on 
January 23, 1989. 


BiMonL^ 

CotpJfjL 

Callahin _ 
Confod - 

Cal* iH 
Rot*n 

_Sullivor, 

Tnv.l 

Trottfr _ 

T*l,. Rc»m 
Holmes , 


NOTE: Deputy Attorney General Kleindienst called Inspector I I 

Sterling B. Donahoe at 5:50 p. m., 2/28/69. He referred to continuing Lff 
efforts that are being made to declare King’s birthday a national holiday; 

He asked that a summary be prepared concerning the background of King, 
including his immoral behavior, and delivered to Bryce Harlow at the 
White House by Noon, 3/1/69. 

We had already prepared such a document at the Instructions 
of the Director and copies had been sent the President and Attorney General. 
After checking with the Director, Kleindienst was reminded of the prior 
dissemination and of the Top Secret nature of the material. He said he - 
would emphasize the classification to Harlow and asked that a copy b? 
delivered directly to Harlow. This was done at 6:30 p. m., 2/28/69, by 
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I have received your letter of Februaxy 27th. 

While I would like to be of aasistance to you, 
information concerning the alleged communist affiliations of 
Martin Luther King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be 
released because of a Department of Justice order regarding 
all matters of a confidential nature. 








Tolaon . 
D.l.»ach 

Uohr _ 

6i.hop _ 
- 


In reply to your other request, this Bureau does 
not have for distribution the type of list you requested; however, 
you may wish to secure a copy of '\julde to Subversive Organisa¬ 
tions and Publications, '* prepared and released hy the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities, now known as the House 
Committee on Internal Security. Hi it are listed some of the 
groups and periodicals which have been cited by various state and 
Federal agencies, and a copy of it can be purctosed for seventy 
cents from the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D. C. 20402. Checks or money orders should 
be drawn payable to the Superintendent of Documents. C. O. D. 
orders will not be accepted. 

Sincerely yours, 

7. Edg^ Hoovee 

NOTE; Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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27, 19^^ 


Fedeiml Bureau of Inrestigation 
Washington, B.C. 

Dear Sir: 

It has come to my attention that there is t moyemcnt throughout 
our nation, and in fact, a bill has be»n introduced in Congr^g^ to 
uke January 15, a national holiday in honor o f Martin Lutherl^ng. 

I recall seeing a picture published by the FBI of Mr. King 
attending commmist training classes somewhere in the South* 1 also 
have in mind Congressman Ashbrooh'a remarks of 10/4/67-Congre8Bional 
Kecord-saying that Mr. King is the one man in this decade who has done 
the most to promote and help comniuniso in our country. 

If this is so this man does not deserve to be honored our 
country. Can you verify or deny these facts? What are the facta of 
Mr. King and his relationship with subversive activities in the United 
States? 

I would also like a list of specialized publications dealing with 
subversive activities In the United States and where I may obtain a 
subscription. 

I am quite concerned with the way things are going In this 
country. I feel I had better try to help my country. I must become 
better informed of the true facts of life here in the United States. 

Any assistance you can give me will be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you. 
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In resHj to the inquiries in yoor letter of Fd)ru* 
ary 21st| I have never made any statement to the effect that 
Martin Luther King was a communist* Information of Wp natoret 

f 

whether substantiated or not| cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confiden¬ 
tial nature. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
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Midland, Texas 79701 
February 21, 1969 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


V/asbington, D» 0# 


gentlemen, 


1 r i' 

* 




/.^SiriLD . 


G»6 7> 

In a recent heated discussion with an acquaintance of mine 

he claimed that he had information that the late l.'artin Luther 

- 

Mcing was a Communist. V/hon I questioned the veracity of his 
statement he referred me to your organization. He indicated 
that you had released information and would upon request send 
excerpts from Dr. King’s personal file, I am embarrased to 
asK you do this as I feel that my friend was mistaken, but in 
fairness to him I am taking the time to vrrite and ask you if 
you have ever forv/arded any information of this sort to any 
private individual and if so would you as my friend indicated 
forward such information to me. 





\ 


Kay I thank you in advance for your time in reading this 
letter and in sending a prompt response. 
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Gladstone, Missouri 
Dear 






have received your letter of Fdt>raary 14th and 
ai^reciate the interest which prompted you to write. 




In resi)ODse to your inquiries as to whether or not 
Martin Luther King was a communist, information of this nature, 
whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confiden* 
tial nature. 




V' 

l 

\ 

S 






As to your question about Stokely Carmichael, the 
FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government 
^ and, as such, does not determine whether prosecutive action will be 
undertaken in any situation. Such decisions concerning violations 
^ of Federal law are within the province of the Attorney GeneraL 

^ Voluminous data relative to Carmichael have been furnished to the 

^ Attorney General for his consideration, and you may wish to coo- 
tact him. 


MAILED 10 

FEB 2 41969 

COMMFBI 


Sincere^ yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no identifiable information concerning correspondent. 
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February 14, 1969 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr, Hoover: 

I an puzzled and confused! Shortly before the assassination of 
Martin Luther King, I watched the Joe Pyne Show on television when 
he had as guest a Negro woman who had been a counter spy for the FBI. 

I have forgotten her name but she had been working with the civil 
rights movement in Chicago and perhaos other cities and had written a 
book on her experiences. She seemed to be a wonderful person- a good, 
honest Christian woman and a patriotic citizen of this country. Just 
before the interview was over, Joe Pyne asked her directly if Martin 
Luther King was a conriunist and she answered him by saying, "Yes, he is. 



, * 

Now, my question is this: If Martip Luther K j L][| g was a communist, and 
he sorely must have been, why doesn't the Federal Government let the 
public know the truth about him? I am thoroughly disgusted with all 
the eulogizing and praise showered upon this nan! I*ve even read that 
pressure is being exercised by certain groups to make his birthday a 
National holiday! And something just as offensive, I read sometime 
ago that a postaee stamp is to be issued in his honor! Under the cir¬ 
cumstances, how could the leadership of the United States Government 
disgrace the citizens of this country by honoring a communist in this 
way? There arc still many patriotic citizens who should be honored! | 


V 



\ 


In ray opinion and it is the opinion of many other persons with «liom 
I*ve discussed this, that Martin Luther King, Jr. stirred up more 
trouble between the races in this country than any other man. He 
claimed to be preaching nonviolence, when every word he uttered on 
television was of a violent nature and his eyes revealed the hatred 
he held in his heart! He claimed to be a preacher of the gospel, but 
the Bible I know doesn’t teach hate! Will you please write and tell 
me why this man, a traitor to his country, is being so highly praised 
by some of the leadership? I *m fed up with 

_C- So /Of 

I would also like to know why the Stokely Ca 

in prison? I didn’t know that our Constitution and Bill of Rights 
had such wide coveraee? Thank you for a renly. 

-0^ 
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irmichaels aren’t thrown 
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Tlumk you lor your kind oommMts In your lettor 
€l Fobruary Itttu wmie I wish it were possible to be of assist¬ 
ance to you, information contained in our files must be maintained 
as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice. I am sorry 1 am unable to luiniah the data you are 
seeking. 

Sincerely yours, 

^-.fidgar Hbovaf 

t' 

- h, 

NOTE: Bofiles contain no record of correspondent. Title and address 
per tele^ione directory. 
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Feb. lij,1969 

Dear Hr. Heever^ 

Just want t# thank yeu fer your life and pray 
Qed will continue to use you in this country of ours 
to make it a better place to live, 

I need soine information concemirv the late Dr, 
Martin Luther King, I am a minister of the Christian 
Church here at Newbem and fill that Mr, King was far 
from being a Christian and did exactlly what the 
convnunist wanted him to do* Please send me what you 
can concerning his activity as a communist and bill 
me for the material. 


ALL INFORMATION COMTAINlJ si^ce«iy yours, 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
-ATEa- >a-^ BYjS£ij(a ^)^ 
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f\SS’r\tp. 


Your letter of February 3rd has been received. 

In response tp your inquiry^ information concerning 
the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Lather Kingi whether 
substantiated or not» cannot be released because of a Department 
of Ju.^ tice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 

1 regret I am unable to be of help to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

1. Edgar Hoover 


Tolton 


Bi.hop 

Cosp.r 


Bos.n 


NOTE: BuHles contain no information relating to correspondent. 
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Dear Sir, 


i)7Cc 



Feb. 3rd, 1969 




I am a sophomore CoUege, and would like 

information regarding Martin Luthe^Rn^Seing a communist. 

Believe me, its not to start a big college uproar, as 
Ladycliff is a small girls college with approximately 450 students. 

I need the Information for an oral report I have to give 
in a few weeks. I would appreciate pictures if you have any. 

If you cannot help me I'd appreciate it, if you told me 
someone who could. 




Thank You, 




lighland Falls, N. Y 
10928 
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D*Looch 

Mohr- 

Bishop _ 
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Callohon 
Cenrod _ 
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Gol* — 
Rosen __ 
Sullivor . 
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Trotier 
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Gandy 


I North Dakota 56267 




ve received the letter of February 4th from you 


Xn reply to your inqulryi informaticm coocemina the 
alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether sub- 
etantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department of 
Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature* 

Sincerely yours, 


ALL information CONTA1N£0 
herein IS UNCLASSM 


Mailed zi 
AEB101969 

COMM-FBI 
NOTE: Bufiles con 
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Northwood, North Dakota 
February i, 19^9 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D, C, 

Dear Sirs: 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

herein is unclassified 

D/'TE5-i5^^BYsMa<3j!tui4. 


Our Present Day Problems class in school is doing some research 
on recent occurrences. Our research topic is concerned "with the late 
Dr« Martin Luther^ing^ Junior. 

TEerc have been many minors concerning the fact that Dr. King 
had been affiliated with Coimounist action. Certain organizations 
such as the John Birch Society, have definitely stated his membership 
with the Communist Party. * 

It had also been stated that through his non-violent actions 
he ms used by the Coramhnist Party, Do you have any information 
which would prove or disorove this statement? 

Vfe shall greatly appreciate any assistance you may be able to 
give us. 

Thank you for your help and coo-oeration. 



i, 

, > 



P, S, Would you please send any inofmation you may have to the 
following address: 



Northwood, North Dakota 5^26? 
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r«bruary 5, 1969 
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ALWl^ORM. 
jipElN 1^ 

The Attorney General 
Director, FBI 

$ 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


A aource of this Bureau vho has furnished reliable ^ 
Information In the past has advised that Mrs. Coretta King, 
widow of the late Martin Luther King, Jr., planned to call 
«the President to discuss with him a proposed memorial cent^f^ 


1 - Mr. C. D. 

DeLoach 

1 - Mr. He C. 

Sullivan 

1 - Mr. T. E. 

Bishop 

1 " Mr. D. J. 

Brennan 

1 - Mr. G. C. 

Moore 

1 - Mr. Glass 



»/^commemorating Martin Luther King, Jr. 

<5;^* Stanley David Levlson, an a 

w • 'has suggested that Mrs. King would no 


Stanley David l^evlson, an advisor to Mrs. King, 
o' suggested that Mrs. King would not want to place herself 

^wt i under any obligation by aslclng the President for help but 
'ft I suggested that she take the approach that it is not a 
C/Vg ' question of asking the President for a favor but rather 
P. ‘ X ■ £ S that the Federal Government owes it to the Negro to ^ 
establish such a memorial. ' - 

c ' v- ja 

u,' J • . i. ^ 

Cl . . u. to “ ■ 

^ 2 o ^ 2 I 


The above Information is being furnished to 
Dr. Kissinger at the White ^ y 

1 - The Deputy Attorney General « * 

A A* FEB 7 1969 
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The Attorney General 
MOTE: 




Classified "Secret" as It contains data fro* 
sensitive sources and unauthorized disclosure of this 
Information might jeopardize these sources and be 
prejudicial to national defense interests. 
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January 29, 1969 




ML ^^}FORl.''.ATlOn CONTAltitD 


Your letter was received on January 27th. 

Jn reply to your Inquiries, informatioii concerning the 
alleged communist affiUatioixs of Marttn Luther King, whether sub¬ 
stantiated or not, cannot be Released because of a Department of 
Justice order regarding all matters of a conlidentlal nature. For 
this same reason, I am unable to comment cm the article you men¬ 
tioned. 





TolMn _ 
D.Looch 
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Caep«r _ 

Callahon 

Conrsd _ 
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Co)._ 


Bos.fl 
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Sincerely yours, 
J'Edg^Hoos^ 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. Hie 
only references to "The Sword of the Lord" are prior to 1957 and showLu 
was published In Wheaton, Illinois, at that time. 
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Waynesville, N.C. 
28786 


Director of The Federal /\M ,Mr*rv / 

Bureau of Investigation ucDr m TA ‘.,1"^'' ‘ ^'NED / 

herein IS LV>'CLASS!F!£D ■ /-/ 

Dear Sir; DATE?i/?/i^ ^ 

The purpose of this letter is gbout a recent article I 
read in a paper about the late Martin Luther King. In the paper he 
personally was not accused of being a communist but being surrounded 
by them in his organization and accepting money from th^. Is this 
true? If so, why is not the public informed of this. 

I believe in equality for all persons, but if a person is 
a communist or deals with them and exerts the influence he did then ( 
the public should be informed of his shady background. \ , 

The President of The United States ordered all flags to 
be flown at all places including Western Germany where I was stationed L/O 
with the Army thinking that I was fighting for freedom and against 
communism at half mast. I would hate to think that our flag which has 
flown over many men who have fought and died against communism be 
flown at half mast for a man who sympathized with these very ideals! 

I hope that we the people of the United States are not 
being kept from the truth in such matters as these. If we are then we 
need a change in this policy. 

The paper I am referring to is The Sword of the Lord 
which is printed in Murfreesboro, Tenn. The article was by Dr. Tom 
Anderscm. 


Dear Sir; 


/rC 




(f'?l 

il^nlu9 

/ M T; / 


Could you please enlisted me on this matter. Thank you 

Y ours truly LLI -LL L -- 

/s/ 

JAN 29 1969 
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UNITED STATES G ^ 

Memorandum 

Mr. W. C. Sullivan 


NMENT 


DATE: 1-22-69 


Tolsor _ 
DeLeacr 

Uohr _ 

Blinof _ 
Cjsper _ 
Coliahon 
Contod _ 

Folt _ 

Coir 


FROM Mr. G, C, Moore 
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SUBJECT martin LUTHER KING, 
RACIAL MATTERS 


•JR. 




Tovol _ 

T roll*! — 
T.l*, Rooff- 

Holmrs - 

Candy 






This is to transmit attached docximent regtffdi 
communist influence on Martin Luther King, Jr., to the 
President and the Attorney General. 




Memorandum dated January 17, 1969, from 
Moore to Mr, W, C, Sullivan recommended attached 
document be furnished the President and the Attorney General 
I on January 23, 1969. The Director approved. 

In view of the sensitivity of the attached document, 
it is felt most appropriate to have the letter to the President 
and its enclosure delivered to Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Adviso/X f[ 
to the President for National Security Affairs, in order that /jK 
Kissinger can bring it to the President's personal attentiorjC lAj 
We have already established liaison with members of J / 

Dr. Kissinger's staff and our Liaison Section will deliver/^ 
this letter, y 


ACTION; 


1 . 


will 


If you approve, attached letter and its enclosure 
be del^ered^to Dr. Kissinger by ^.Liaison S^tion. 

/i? v-v tfl if ^ ^ * CU y - I ..-i 

2, The attached letter to the Attorney General and 
its enclosure will be forwarded to the Attorney General 
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KING STAtUf' 
IS PLANNED 
AT CATHEDRAL 

A tUtue of Jh$ Rg y. Dr. 
M artin LutheflGag 'JrT. the 
lum Negro civU rights kad- 
er, will be placed in tbe nave 
frf Washington Cathedral 
alongside some 30 others in 
a series of *‘creat Chris- 
tjan^" ^ 

The Very Rev. Francis B. 
Sayre Jr., dean of tbe cathe¬ 
dral, said in his announce¬ 
ment that tbe carved Jike- 
oess will be 30 izx)faes tall 
and will cost about $2,900. 
Tbe statue wiQ be the 6rst 
of a Negro ti be included io 
the series. About a doteo 
statues already are in pUce, 
including reformers John 
Calvin and Martin Luther. 


A Kauieurai sposesman 

said tbe decision to create 
tbe statue came in response 
to a request by tbe Southern 
Christian Leadership Chafer- 

• WI IW'U^ 

day. friucb would have been 
Wednesday, be honored fay 
tbe nation’s churches. King 
preached his last formal ser¬ 
mon in the cathedra! the 
week before 1^ last 
April 4. 

Tbe stone carving will be 
.fashioned tnm a plaster 
cast to be desiguMl by CM. 
t;ari isush, cathedral aculp- 
tor-in-residence. Tbe work 
will begin when dtmations to 
cover the cost have bea i«- 
ceived, tbe qwkesman said. 
A 
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The Washington Post , 4/' 

Times Herald , '-**_ 

The Washington D^farNews 
Tbe Evening Star/waabingup} 

The Sunday Stu^Waahingto^ LLjXl^ 

Daily News (^w York)_ 

Sunday NeWs (New York)_ 

New York Post 


Tbe New York Times 
The Sun (BaUimore) _ 

The Daily World_ 

The New Leader_ 


'ine Wail gcxeet aournai 
Tbe National Observer. 
People’s World_ 
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1 - Mr« DeLoach 
1 - Mi. W. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Bishop 

Jamiary Z3| 1969 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. Deakln 

BY LIAISON 


The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. President: 

The Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
founded by Martin Luthe^Klng, Jr., held demonstrations 
on January 15, 1969. King's birthday, urging that his 
birthday be made a national holiday. Keverend Ralph D. 
Abernathy, President of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, has advocated national holiday status for 
King's birthday, according to press accounts. 











x6* thf.^Attomey General. 


^ In view of this, there Is enclosed a docuokent 
regarding the COTimunlst Influence on King during his 
'caree^^jsnd his highly Immoral personal behavior. For your ' 

information, a copy of this document Is also being furnished 
x6* th^Attomey General. ^ 

Sincerely yours, j , > 

_ , BEC-33 
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The President 


MOTE ; 

Classified as information In this 

letter and In the enclosure, if disclosed, could cooproalse 
Informants and Jeopardise t^ national security. The 
Director approved memorandim Mr. C. C. Moore to Mr. V. C. 
Sullivan dated 1-17-69, captioned Martin Luther King, Jr., 
recoiBmending enclosed document be sent to the President 
and the Attorney General. See memoranda Mr. G. C. Moore 
to Mr. W, C, Sullivan dated 1-22-69, captioned Martin Luther 
King, Jr., prepared by TJD:sd. 



Sarial Ramovat Charge Out 

4-2J (Rea. 2-11-65) 


c 


o 


.'■.■'I-.-;' •. 

' V’ 



% 



SmukmL 


-d-- 


IS'STRl'CTIONS: This form is to be removed from file by o Filing Unit employee only upon th* return of fh* itom. 


Subject 



OA.-^ Z . 


Type of Moil 

I I Report 

I I Incoming letter 
I I Outgoing letter 


^2^ 



/-/ 7 lA 9 


Dote of Moil 


Memorandum 




(—I Atrtel 
□ Teletype 
i I Enclosure idescribe) 


{ I l>abarator>’ Work Sheet 
I I Personnel Security Questionnaire (PSQl 
I i Loyalty F«m 
[ \ Other (describe) 



Reoson for Remova( 

I—I For copying (If for another agency, list agency and date of request.) 


I 1 To send to 
I—I To attach to 
; \ For office use 

I—I For change to another file 


^ Other (Specify) 


Vo 9 


7^ Jcy /^(yo/ VTA^- 



C2-I5 7 


Complete File ond Serial Number 


/A>0 - Xc:7<gr<gr 70 'jSSP 









/ ^ ^ 


January 2, 1069 
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Your letter of December 26th Inquiring about 
the activities of Martin Luther mng hgs been received. While 

t 

1 certainly vish it were possible to be of assistance to you« 
information contained in our files must be maintained as 
ccmfidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice* 1 am sorry I am unable to furnish the data you are 
seeking* 


ALLIMrO: 
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HEREIN IS Jl^SSIFIED 
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Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


Tolson 


D* Loach 
'4 Uohr_ 


NOTE: BuHles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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Dec 26, 1968 

FBI Director 
J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

T ^ ^ would like to have some information on M r, Mart in 

^ would like to know what kind of man he was, good or 
oaar I Ou can't believe what you read, some say he is good and 
other's say his bad. What is the truth ? 

Thank You 



Fort Recovery, Ohio 
45846 
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In reply to the inquiry in your letter of Decern* 
ber 12th regarding the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther 
King, information of this nature^ whether substantiated or not, cannot 
be released because of a Department of Justice order concerning all 
matters of a confidential nature. 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hocrver 

[NOTE: Bufiles disclose previous outgoing to ©uiHie-10/25/68 regarding 
(violence. We sent him Directoi% testimony before the National Comi 
n the Causes and Prevention of Violence. Bufiles further disclos< 



MAIL ROOM I 


TELETYPE UNIT 



c H I c A GO 
60643 




//■^ G / 7k- 


cr 


o A /' 


C , c /^ 


/.Q 


J'U . 


-/ r< - ^ 

S:c ^ 



S 







^ C 


/ ' :c5 

5 = C ; 

* T O > ^ 

£- c.'^ 

i<- - •' 

^rr‘^ 

•—j Cc 


‘ ': - yi • ^ y^ 

/'T->x c ^ 

g <?a^'^aar 

i^' Vi ‘^VWJucV 

f..-_■- 







TRUE COPY 



Chicago 

60643 


12/12/68 


Mr. Edgar Hoover, 
F.B.I. 

Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr, Hoover- 


ALLIKFORMATIONCC'V”''^" 

herein IS u:;cwss!:i^.' 

DATE.avif7_B YS^‘/J ^ ijL 

A couple of years ago there was a rumor thru out this 
area that Martin Lutheivking Jr was a communist and attended a com¬ 
munist school in Tennesee, as did Stokely Carmichael. Does your 
office have such information? Can you imagine a catholic church here 
placing a black marble figure of King on a pedestal in a Chicago Church, 
where the assistant pastor is black and in a spot light. This black priest 
wants to have Martin Luther King canonized! 

Respectfully —■— - 


o-/ouyo-i-\ 


I • 


18 dec 20 1968 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED. 

DATE Hi-n-ki R Y 

_ . (po 7 (r 

Dickson, Tennessee 87 05S 

Dear^^^^^ 

Jn reply to your inquiry of December 3rd, informs* 
tion concerning the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther 
King, whether substantiated br not, cannot be released because of 
a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confiden¬ 
tial nature. For this reason, 1 am unable to furnish the you 
are seeking. 

^cerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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D.Loocfe 
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Bi.hop _ 

Casper _ 
n vkRP!* CollohaR 
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Cole - 

Roscr _ 
Suiiivan . 
Tof.l — . 
■' Tre'ler _ 


NOTE: Correspondent could not be identified in Bufiles. 
AWT:kcq^^(3) 


Tele. Poor 
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Gondy — 
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^ mailroomI _I TCLrivPE unitLJ 
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37055 


Dlclcson, Tennessee 
December 1968 


Department of Justice Building 

U/e a U-t T, n ° 

nai3 • W* 


Gentlemen: 


As a citizen I am very concerned about the racial strife 
which tearing the nation apart. The beloved Rev7 Martin"'' 
LutherHCij^ gave his life to bring racial peace and justice" 
&o our land. I supported and respected him more than mere 
words can express. But I hear persistant rumors that Rev. 

K'fnrr WQ a O wtAmK^-n _j_ . 

..W.W ** luwiufc^wi wx uijc vwiumuuiou reii’gy. ± nave oeen 
told recently that the FBI files prove this claim. I wish 
you could help me by giving me information about this. If 
you can*t help me please tell me where I can get such in-* 
formation. Your efforts will mean much to me. 


Respectfully, 




nfsbn, Tennessee 37055 



Department of Justice Building 
Washington D. C. 20025 
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Tolton _ 
DeLeocti 

Mohr _ 

Bishop _ 
Casper _ 
Coiiahon 

Conrod_ 

Felt — j 
Gale _Zj 
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ndJL #0274 all information CONTAINEL 

—^»W74 unclassified 

date 

Tour letter ci Mdrember Slat eotieeraii^ the acttvi- ^ 


ties of Maitin Lsther BLog has been raeeiyad. While X certainly 
VIA it were possible to be, of aiml stance to |ou« loformatton eon* 


talued In oar Hies most be maintained as confidential in accordance 


vtth regulations of the Department of Jhstiee. I am sorry X am 
unable to furnish the data you are seAii^ 


Sincerely yours» 


J. Edgar Hoover 




NOTE: Bufiles c ontain no record 
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California 
November 21, 1968 


1)7 (cj 


Aix^arAixx^xKu; WUiTiN ijUi'nxfca ikiiiUr 

Mr, t). Edgar noover 

i'ederal Eureau of Investigation 

Washington D.C. 


/<LL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEig^/a^BY aVjgea/AA, 


Dear Sir; 

Ky purpose in writing to you is to obtain accurate 


information concerning the activities of tne late f artin 

Lu tneT*^^ng. This information is to be ueed in a high school 

class report. It is my understanding tnat tne has 

such accurate and revealing, indisputable evidence concerning 
his activities which contrast greatly to the saintly person 

he claimed to be, 

I would appreciate any information you could send me. 






Movftmber 14, 1066 
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To!»on _ 
D*Loocti 

Moht_ 

Bishop __ 
Ca»p*t 


/OO - to i < '/O 






Tour lotter wm roceltod oo Novembor llCb. 


In roply to year laqolrles, tafbrmatkHi eon* 
conking tiie alleged commtmist of Martia Lntbcr 

King, irtietber oobatantlatoci or not, cannot bo roloasod 
beeaoBo of a Department of Jnatico order rogardii^ all a&at- 
tore of a confidential aatnro* For the aamo reaaoa, I am 
•nablo to anawer your other qoeatlona about bim. 


Sincerely youra, 

J. Edgar Hoovrf 




1 - Manila - Enclosure 
1 - Foreign Liaison Tbiit • Enclosure 




NOTE: Boflles contain no record of correspondent* 
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nd. Novwffiber 1968 


The Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
WASHINGION, D. C. 


Dear Ifr. Hoover, 

, , -qiuite recently a highly respected Methodist 

VI 4 cl®3"Ry®an obtained a tape recording of what purports to be the last 
public address given by M artin j^ut hey-^Kipy. usually Kln« Is held up as a 
martyr to the cause of Improving the lot of negroes in the States, 
for myself, I believe he, King, was a fellow traveller, who had outlived his 
use to International Communism, and so was disposed of, 

now. In order that I may take some effective steps through the Church Press 
will you please advise me: li , 

1. have you any clear proof of K^ng’g link with Communism? ' 

2. Djd he, K^^g, pay any visits to RuBsla as the guest of the Russian Govt? 

3. while he preached non violence, wherever he went, violence erupted. 

Is this a statement of fact?, _ 



4. was K^^^'s Influence on the body Politic beneficial pr otherwise? 

I might say that I „m the eldest surviving gt. gt. gt. Grandson of C^l 

aide 4 S^^r^t-ary to G^r^ral ^^B^ingjon, 1775-83. 

I am an American though all my life has been lived In A strall*- 

I served In the let. A, I. F. and was Injured by shell blast at the Battle 
or Hamel, 4/7/18. I am now too paralysed to move out of my chair. 

yours sincerely. 





12 NOV 16 1968 
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Norember 15, 1968 



I have raeclved joar latter ol Norember 11th. 

While I would like to be of usietanee to you, 
Informatioa coacemlng the alleged communiet aiflliatioiiB of 
Martin Lather King, whether eubstanUated or not, cannot be 
released because of a Department of Justice order regarding 
^ all matters of a confidential nature. 1 regret I am unable to 
be of help la this Instance. 
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Sliicerely yours, 

Edair Hooter 


Aai:}Fo:.:”Tic':OOirAv:io 
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NOTE: Bufiles ccmtain no record Identifiable with correspondent. 
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November 11, 1968 


Mr, J. Edg^r Hoover, Chief 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C, 

Sir: 




A surprising number of people in New Hamoshire say, 
and aoparently believe, that the late Dr. Martin Luther 

.Mns.vas a Communist. The New Hampshire paperT^Ke- 

Mane jester Union , just this week Included slurs against 

JJr, hing using most "un-journalistic" objectionable 
language. 


1 understand the P. B, I. investigated these 
charges. Can you tell me if you have discovered he was 
or was not a Communist? I would be most grateful 
indeed for a reply. 
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1 received yoor letter on November 4th and want 
to thank yoa for yoor Und comments. 

In response to yoor Inquiries, X can assure you 
that I have never ma^ any such statement as the one attributed 
to me in your letter. 

At a press conference w November 18, 1964,1 
made the statement that Wnrf^n vas the most notorious 

liar in the ecnmtry. I did so because he had grossly distorted 
I the facts concerning our Special Agents handling civil ri^s 
investigations in the South, It is not possible for me to comment 
g further inasmuch as information in our files most remain eon- 
s fidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of 
g Justice, 

Sincerely yo urs , 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINER. Edgar Hoover / 

HEREIN IS UfiCLASSlFIED 

DATE .A 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Dear Sir: 


I would like all the Information that you have concern¬ 
ing the life of Martin Luther I would like any information you 

( have regarding his birth, early school and family years, whether he 
has a police record and his activities in Civil Right movements. About 
the Civil Rights movement, was he connected privalty with any commu¬ 
nist or miliant group, black or white in this country or any other country. 
I would like to know where he led marches, and if these marches turned 
into riots. I would like to know if the statement I read in the paper is 
true and if it is what caused J. Eger Hoover to say them; 

"Mr. King had" been saying bad things about the way the 

( FBI had treated the civil rights movenent, but Mr, Hoover said if he 
didn't shut up about the FBI, he would bring everything he knew about 
King out in the open and let the people see what type of person he really 
was." 


^ ^ \ What were the things Mr, Hoover had against him, a 

- 1 comminst, a person who would overthrow the U.S. or what. 




I know a lot of this might be secret, but I need it to do 
a research on Dr. King, and need this information. 


hlic) 



>enior at an 
Lynchburg Va. 


e High School 


Mr. Hoover, I respect you as a police officer very much and think 
that this country needs more people, like you. 



-ynchburg Virginia. 





ALL INFORfvWTIOM CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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In r«ply to tl\e Inquiry in your tetter at October 28th 
concerning Martin Luthe^ lng^ information in the files of the FBI 

t 

must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations of the 
Department of Justice, X regret 1 cannot be of help to you. 




Tolaon _ 
DvLooch 

Mohr_ 

Btahop _ 
Ca,p«r _ 
Callahan 
Conrod _ 

r,li _ 

Gal, . 
Ro»en _ 


Sullivan 

Tovel _ 

Trott,r _ 


Tele. Roa, 

Hplin,!: *- : 

Gandy * 


Sincerely yourSf 
Kdgar Hoover 


ALL ir.'FORM/iTiJiv Cu.iTrtIML:, 

herein is unclassified 


NOTE: On basis of available data, correspondent is not identifiable 
in Bureau files. 
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CCTOBEB 28, 1968 




D&AB L>XBo 


If possible would you please send me Pr. l!,L,KlnR *i 
police record, I need the information foF'soai 
research I am doing on hi s life, would vou please 
send the information to;. 





,L!ICIiiGAW 
48433 
Thank-you 
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NoT»mb«r 6, 1968 

S6 /0 0 ^/6 — v_^ y y 

all trJPu/.;' j.jTAINED 

HEREIN iL u;.: JiSSIFIED 

DATEiiJaif_BYgtVJPrAC. 

6o7t 

1 hJiT* rtctived ycmr letter of October 80th and its 

encloenre. 



In reply to your taqulries, 1 have never made any 
etatement to the effect that Martin Luther King was a communist. 
Information of this nature, whedier substantiated or not, cannot 
be released because of a Department of Justice order regarding 
all matters of a confidential nature* 



At a press conference on November 18, 1964, I made 
the statement that King was the most notorious liar in the country. 

I did so because he had grossly distorted the facts concerning our 
Special Agents handling civil lights investigations In the South. 

Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgar Hoover 



bxy 

NOTE; BufUes contain no identifiable information 

concemingH||HH^msHer enclosure is a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope wnrcin^Seingutilized in return. 
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i.'lrkwooQ, October 3b, l^bo, 


Kr. Ei^ar Kooverr 

federal roreau oi' lovettii^ation 

Vvasrltr ton, t. C. 


beer Kr, Ho:?vers 


...e ot...r c^a l&di’ frie-.-j ot ;:ine i^joted you tayin^, 
t;.ht i.artln Luther wat o sor.,-.jil b t ana a liar. Kinaly “ 

let :..e knov, If fnlfc fs -our Oiliilon anti >.hy and plesbe 
lor Ivc :::e fof Loti^-rir,. vou wit:. .uQi. a ...e.tio,. 


bourfc Very truly 


. - ; rtf' 
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DcLoarti 
Uohi ■ 
Bishop -. 
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Callahan 
Conrad _ 

Tell _ 

Cate __ 

Roier. _ 

Sullivon . 

Tovel _ 

Tioil»r _ 
Tele, Rot 
Holmes ,1 
Gofdy 
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October 2S, 1968 




tamoras, Pennsylvania 1833 


ALLirJ||0^,w''r;';;:^ GGliTAII'JED 
herein;. aSSlFIED 

DearMH^» GATE5 

I have received your letter of October 21st and 
want to thank you for your kind remarks regarding mn adminis- 
traUon of the FBL 

In reply to your inquiry about the activities of 
Martin Luther King, information in our files must bejmaintained 
as confidential in accordance with regulations of the iWpartment 
of Justice. I regret I am unable to furnish the data y^ are seek- 
ing. I 

I did make the statement that Martin Luther King 
was the most notorious liar in the country at a press conference 
on November 16, 1664. 1 did so because he had grosiily distorted 
the facts concerning our Special Agents handling civil lights inves¬ 
tigations in the South. 

Sincerely yours, | 

J. Edgar aoovw' 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no Identifiable information cohceming^^ 
The individuals named in his letter were not searched for purpose 
answering his letter. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, (Director) 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C*fr£0555* 


Dear Mr. Hoover; 


Me tamoras, Penns^ 1 vanift, 45^18330 • 


ALL INFORMATION COtlTAINED 
HEREIN IS UMC' VSTIF': 

b' 9 mn*M 

October Slst,1966. ^7^ 







Mr. Tolson . .. 
Mr. l>c! .AjI^CIi 

Mr. 

Mr.y 

Mr.xf.ii.'i_ 

Mr. C*!l:iL.ar, 

Mr. C«<r»iavi 

Mr. F'':l . 

Mr. GJ. 

Mr. I'. »< n 
Mr. ... 

Mr. Tj.v-i _ 

Mr. 1 i t'tr _ 

Tele. Koum_ 

Miss li ...ita_ 

Mi&s Candy 


\ 


I’m writing this letter to ascertain if it was 
possible to oDtain from your office some literature IP^vailable 
pertaining to the Uo'^us Operand! of D r. Marti n Luther Jr. 

noT deceased who was alleged to be one of the leaders of the UivU 
Hijnts *aOver*ent. In ny personal opinion he was an Impostor and a 
^on-nia.i whereoj tne records of ais activities speac: for thOi^elves. 
ItTTas nls philosophy that he nad the rlgat to disobey aay law be 
tuoug*it was evil or unjust. 


p 

K 




V.'nat prompted tnis letter was I have a Son ^ 

attenaing high school in this area, and one of tne teachers duri.*: 
tne course of study Is brain-washing the students oy placing Ur. 
lling on a pedestal to idealize him as a great man, which is an 
insult to mi" intelligence, here ia a man perforoiiag under the 
guise of .\on-violeuce when he actually advocated Violence, someboc 
was goofing when he was awarded tne Hobel Peace Prizein 1964, 
as a matter of fact on Kov. ltith,of the same year you called Ur. 
jiing "The most notorious liar In the country". 

While on the subject another thing that infuriated 
me recently prior to the Democratic National Convention in Chicag * 

Ill., Senator Eugene J. McCarthy issued a statement to the effect 
if he were elected President one of the first official acts he wo 
perform in office would be to fire Mr. J. Edgar Hoover-. It is mi" 
personal opinion he could’nt hold a i>atoh on Mr. Hoovers pants, 
here is a man holding one of the most important jobs In the nation y'y 

for almost the past half century as Director of the Federal Bureau y 

of Investigation and has performed some of the most outstanding 
and unheraled feats for the benefit of our country, and his organi- 
zuLio.i is second to none througnout the world, and be is one of tae 
most dedicated men in nigb government office today, Tne records 
sneaii for tnsmselves. crv’ ha _ 

EX 119 /06-/6 CC 70- '^JCU • 

i*m now retired from the City of New Yoric Police f C 
ije Durt.nent since Sept. 1961, of which I was a iaemoer for a period 
of thirty five years, and during that whole time was assigned to 
the 2dth Precinct, West 12ird Street Station House, located in 
Blacic Harlem and during that period of time had come in contact 
end ODserved the whole jaethod of operation there, including many 
pnonies only to mention a few, M..Lrcus Carvey, Julian the "Blaca. 

Eagle”, Madaia ot. Clair, Father Devine and Daddy tJrac#. But also 
nad tne pleasure of doing jusiness v.ith some good blac tc people, ^ 
tnere also only to ;.iention a few. — 

, OCT 1968 






2 


Bill "BoJ&ajles” .oinson, (daacer), Dr. litirsL ll Robs, li.B., 
lir. Louis Wright, iJr. Lash, jjLj. Con^-Qssu&n Adeua Cla 2 ?-ton 

Powell, Jr., Father who during them tines was the head of the 
Abyssinia Baptist Church, Kina Uue HcKenney.(dancer t singer) and 
her Uother u Fcitner, Ur. Handy,(sons writer), Ur. Randolph, Pres., 
sleeping pultuan porters union, Kr. Uadison, Father Devines lawyer 
and Sufiiar Ray Robinson. Tnere was also some good times at tne Old 
Lafayette Theatre, 7th Ave.,ic 132nd St., Rockland Palace formerly 
Uanhattan Casino, 8th Ave. L 155th,St.,Eddie Smalls Old Paradise 
7th Ave.6c 13oth,St, .Renaissance Casino cl Savoy Ballroom, Old Cotton 
Club on Lenox Ave., Commonwealth S.C., TillyAs Kitchen on Lenox 
Ave., an-’ the Old Polo Grounds, 8th Ave.,6c 15oth St. 

In the late 1920*s you were able to perform police duties 
without any interference from politics, I was able to control 
post which extended on Lenox Ave.,from 127th to 130th Street's, from 
1926 till 1933 and during said period of time the end of the Night¬ 
stick was respected by the community in those day's. However the 
coming into power in the early 1930*s of President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, Uayor Florello LaGuardla and Congressman Vito Marckntonla, 
Things then started to change rapidly, the power of inforcing the 
law was steadly being reinoved from the police, and I could then see 
the handwriting on the wall for the end of Law &. Order In our City 
and for that matter throiighout the country. 

I was promoted to the Detective Bureau In 1933 and remained 
in the some Precinct, The first Harlem Riot occurred Uarch 19th,1935 
and the second Riot on Aug.1st,1943, them were dark days in Harlem, 

I was present and participated in both Riots and from u^r Investigation 
of same it disclosed that the Riots were not spontaneous but a planned 
and manipulated conspiracy and was precipitated by masses of black 
male 6c female persons who resorted to violence, destruction of property 
and looting of hundreds of stores on both occasions, and the losses 
and damages run into the millions of dollars, including the loss of 
lives and personal injuries. 

The both local newspapers namely the Amsterdam News and the 
Pittsburgh Courier have records pertaining to all the incidents and 
they speak for themselves. 

And from iny thirty fivesyears experience as a police officer 
In Black Harlem, it is my contention that It the power is not reverted 
back to the use of the Night-stick which is the only language thctt 
eertain elements understand, (with no strings attached), and abolish 
minority appeasement, this nation will fall into CHAOS. 

One of our greatest 'Presidents namely Theodore Roosevelt, 
his philosophy was "Speak softly and carry a big stick". And one of 
our greatest Police Commissioners namely Brover Whelan, his philosophy 
was "Tne law is at the end of the Night-stick". 

So if you would be so kind to forgive me blowing my top 
as a result of ';he incidents mentioned above, X would greatly appreciate 
any literature relative to Mr. King if it is available. 

I Wishing you the best of health and good luck for many more 

years to come. 



•/'V'l'V 
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HERdiVicL,:. iS'SIFIED 

le. 19.8 





Your latter, vlth enclosures, was received on October 14& 
and I want to thank you for your very favorable comments concerning my 
administratton of this Bureau. ^ 

f 

Although I would like to be of assistance concerning your 
Inquiry, Informatlcm contained In our flies must be maintained as con¬ 
fidential in accordance with regulattons of the Department of Justice. I 
regret I am unable to furnish the data you are seeking. 


Since you may wish to keep your Father's letter and 
lem to you. 

Sincerely yours, 



iMAiLEDsaclospre, 1 am returning them to you. 

OCT 161968 

COMM-rSl__ 

J. Edgar 


Enclosures (2) 

i ^ , 

NOTE: Bufiles contain one reference to correspondent as the destinatl(m 
address of a Cuban coming to America in 1966. 

JBTisae (3) 
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PERRYTON, TEXAS 79070 



October 9, 1968 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

First, let me tell you of my personal admiration for you and 
the fine work you have done for many years. You have been 
"Mr. F.B.I." my entire lifel 

Enclosed please find a letter from my father, who has been a 
fearful man for many years, and vho is certain that we are 
about to be taken over by the Communists. Also, please 
find a post card he sent m^^ecently, with the supposed 
evidence that Martin Luther^TCing was secretly working with 
and for Communfsts^ 

I am simply interested in anything you would be able to tell il 
me about this supposed school for the training of Communists 1* 
in our country. I am not willing to believe hearsay, but 
only want the known facts, so that is why 1 am writing to 
you about this. 


Aware of the littleness of this, I hate to take your very 
valuable time, yet as a Minister I am continually beseiged 
by this kind of report, especially in the Texas Panhandle. 



. f 


{ 


Arkansas City, Kansas 
Sspteinber 10» 19^ 


When you i^re here I mentioned a post card that had a rather strange 
group of individuals pictured tberecm* I was able to ffst one tor your 
personal scrutiny* &re it is* 

This picture vas made ty a news photographer vfao vas sent to this 
school at >icsit6dgle Tennessee to take a picture of this new and unique 
idea in teaching somsthing «• the permit was issued and the Idnd Of 
school was not stated* Adult education was about all that the application 
stated was the purpose* The photographer and a news writer went to the 
place unannounced and had no idea of what they were to find* Catching the 
culprits uziaware they ;)ust posed as though everything was in oorder as It 
vas supposed to be* The hope they had was that the real leadership of the 
school would not be recognized* 

This all came about through the office of the State S(q)eirintendent of 
Public Instruction of the State of Tennessee* There vas no etageizkg of 
this. 

In the light of all that you have known about the late leader of this 
philo8opl:y, pictured as No* X and this proof of his association with 
such as are pictured here, I am at a loss to see how you could have any 
respect for the man, to say nothing of embracing his nefarious program of 
wrecking our nation* His non-violent way of doing vas the smooth plan of 
an anarchist* 




Patriotic, Christian citizens of this republic of the U*S*A* should not 
be caxight in this web of the planners for revolution and anarchy which 
will result In a wrecking of all that has been good in this countxy and 
the evils will be multiplied for all* I hope that you can bring yourself 
to see that you have been duped and get right in your thinking and 
evaluation of things as they are* Kama axxl I prsy for you evezy dcy that you 
will see the li^^uxl get to take your bearings and make all chants that 
should be made* this liberal philosophy Is wrong. It does not 

measure up to the Bible gauge for sight living* Tou are veil enough able 
to think for yourself • £0 XT* 


ALUNFO'’‘‘«T!r^NCO?'TAI? 

HERiiii; -o ;,v ' 


love, your father. 



(»» 7 ^ 



T^NCLOSTJRB / ' / . V ^ 


















IdcntifiC2tions 

Tb( picture on the other d6t *u ludc tt 
Highlander Folk School daring the Labor Day 
»eek-end of I9f7. Attentive pupili identified 
by the number* are: 

I. Martin Lather King, Jr. The uaecittion 
indicated here ii not unatual for Dr. King, »ho 
belongi to aeveral important Communiat front 
organizationf, and who itgularly empioyi or 
affiiiatci with known Cemmunitti. 

J. Abner W. Berry, of the Central Committee 
of the Communiat Party. 

S. Aubrey VUliami, President of the Commu¬ 
nist front, the Southwn Conference Educational 
Fund. « 

4, Myiea Horton, Diroetor of the HigUAndcr 
Folk Sehooi (for Communiat Training), Mont* 
eagle, Tennetiee. Thii ichoel wai later eloa^ down 
by the State of Tenneaaee, but an effipring it now 
thriving in Knetvillc. 

Tbne pmtfgrJi (No. CR:) «re 
tvmUbi* €t my Amrricm Opmhn 
LAfry, at 20 carii for tl.bO; or 
ihtcHy by outf, Potisgt $idd, from 

American Opinion 
Belmont, Massachusetts 02178 


PIACI 

STAA4P 

HERE 


POST CARD 
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ALLlWFORi'MTlON CUilTHiMLi) 
HFRFIN IS ij SiS' 
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October 18. 1968 
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cCRclHlSUCJ-TSSlFIED 


Tour letter of October 9th has been received. 


While 1 would like to be of assistance to you, infor¬ 
mation concerning the alleged communist acUvities of Martin Lather 
King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential 
nature. I regret I am unable to be of he^ in this instance. ^ . 

'«^ Si'' ' .. 


sincerely yours. 
Hoover 





MAILED 2i 

CCT 161968 

COMM-rSI 


Toleoti _ 
DcLoocti 

Mohr_ 

Blehop _ 
Casper — 
Colli^an 
Conrod ^ 
Felt_ 


Goi« . — 
Roi.n __ 
Sullivon - 

Tavel _ 

Trotl.i ^ 
Tele. Bcw 
Holmes 
Gandy 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 

i ■ ’ ‘ . 

WMG:mrc/rlf r' 
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^ 0 C unit □ 



Frankllii, Wiscansin 53132 




Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Gentlemen: 













y^^investigation into the Ccmmunistic 
Activities of Martin LutheiHclng, 

If there is a fee, please let me know. 







■J/J’ 


^ /r / / 'J n October 16, 1966 

REC-61 /OO- /C (- (■ 7 0 - 0^ ! 

Al.UNFOR'.WTIONCG,iTAir;t 
f.’TRciN IS UNCUSSiFlED 



rfleldi Massachuaetts 01342 


Dear 



been recelyed* 


Your letter of October llth« vith enclosure^ has 


While 1 would like to be of aeststaaoe to yoa« the 
alleged communist activities and afflliations of Martin Lather 
Kingf whether substanaated or not, cannot be released because 
of a Department of Justice order regarding all nutters of a coofl* 
d entl al nature* 1 regret 1 am unable to be of help In this instance* 



Sincerely jCKors, 




D*Looe^ 
Uoht __ 
Bishop — 



T«i*. Roori ,a » ; 


Holnss 
Gvidy - 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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October U, 1968 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


« l imRmTioN contained 

Washington, D.C. t ■^RcIN IS UNCLASSiFlED 

Dear Mr. Hoover: ' S-l » *L BY 

Loll 

The enclosed photostat Is a copy of a letter, without 
the letterhead and signature, of an alumnus of this school who 
reacted very strongly against the action the student body took 
in establish!^ a memorial scholarship fund in honor of 
Martin Luther^lng, Jr. 


In a previous letter to me this same gentleman 
claimed that the F.B.I*. had incontrovertible evidence that 
Mr. King was not only a Communist, but a man dedicated to the 
violent overthrow of this country. | 

I would very much appreciate It if your office could A 
check out the veracity of the statements in this letter. The is 
gentleman who wrote this letter feels very strongly and I / 

respect his right to feel as he does. I am curious, before I ' 
present his views to students, however, to be sure of the 
accuracy of the statements he makes. 

I am sending him a copy of this letter. 

REC-68 a “^ 


REC-68 

^ a OCT 18 1253 


y*:NCiJDsuKJfl 
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' "■ AJA:iL_BYS/VJ^3?/*4 

(>i>7k 


My dear 




I can not cone t< 


October 1, 1966 


ec I iflll «Bjc you tc re%d tn :.6 tc your etudecte 


wbc wish to create e "»eaorial'' to Kartiii Luther Klngc 


IX you, yo\ir faculty, aod (by seepo^) your etudents have become posoeeaed 
of the eurioue idea that Kartljs Luther King belleTed in, or practiced a single 
one of the claeelc and noble traditioae of this nation, or even lived by a single 
Cliristlan Boral and ethical law, then you are the cruel victirrs a deliberate 
delusion foLtered by the liberal press, the liberal cosuraunic^.tion redia, and the 
liberalf ^ politics* 

Martin Luther King was a tool of the CoMunists in tYSe country 1 He was 
trained by them in the revolutionary tactics of Co—unist Infiltration, straet 
fighting, and the open use of violence, hatred and defiance of law, along with 
other CooBunists and other negroea selacted for this task* He was schooled in the 
evil and subtle tactics of deceit, the bold use of the dynamic lie and the constant 
saployment of cold, bitter racial hatred* He was trained to use all these tools, 
under the #ruiBe of "nci.-vijlence” and of the Ghandi style of ’'passive res: Ke." 


These are facts, documented and available in print and are pubiisded by the 
Qovemment Printlxig Office in Washington as the evidence exposed and collated by 
the investigating coasittees of the Con^*es6 of the United States, an elected ar. 
desocratic representational body upon which our government rests* They ar^ further 
revealed in the periodic reports of the KBI under J* Edgar Hoover who indicted iSng 
as s liar and was never challenged* They are, as well, set forth in the many books 
hy reputable scholars and writers* ^ 

J ( J 


/c ' ( c VC- 


He* 2 


Th* iaeoatroT«rtlu« fact that all tbaa* data axiat, iad ara apparastl; kapt 
froB 7 our atudaata, vbo ara alXowad, la thalr aallow iaaoeaaca, to iadulga ia 
aaDtlaantaliaa and alekXy adoratioa of Martla Lathar Kiac» ^ iadlctaant aot 
jaat of you aad ycur faaulty tut of aducatloa la gaaeral* dad thla adoratioa goto 
Bora aaodlia aaary day* It ia a ofaaaa to laaaa thaaa yoaag Baa, astmstad to your 
eara and paid for tka aaaa ty parants, la this ignoraaca and In thla deluEion. It 
ia ahocklng not to tall than tha truth, baeaaaa, fad by tha auahy pablua of aticky 
adoration of tha wrong Goda, thay will mot ba la wary good ahapa to asBaae aoral 
aad athieal Taluaa tdaan thay gat to eollaga. Aad, tha ability to aasass ouch ▼alues 
maad to ba tha baaia of all adneatloa* How aaa your atudante know tdiat such asauee 
ara, whan thay ara •llovad to raaeh for and BOBorialiaa a daity who daatroyad all 
BBoh Taluaa ia hla own llfatlaa* 

And, bayoad tha paraonal ralationahip of thaaa young Ban with aoclety, thara 
ia a greater duty. It ia tha duty of awary citisaa who iaharitad these ideale to 
work for the ideala upon which thia nation was founded, and with all other loyal 
ABericaaa to atrangthaa thia Bapublic la its tine of trial. The unique wisdom of 
the founding fathers in eraatiag a Coastitutloa that haa aurrlTed nany trials in 
our history, raaultad In Constitutional goTamaant idiich was based on tha workable 
and sanaibla notion of defining and separating tha relationships anongst tha citinans, 
tha state, and the federal goTamaant. Tha faallag that tha fraadoos now xinique 
ia the world, which thla eoastitutlonal gOTamBant created and tdiich patriotic 
ABaricans hare won, is a feeling awary good ABerican ought to support. 

When Bap arise whose actions ara aiaad to rand aaunder this great tradition 
and to ,ahstter thia eonatltutlonal strength, than such Ban ara the aneaias of our 
oountry. Such Ban ahould ba taken froa aooiaty aad kapt fraB further daaolishiag 
that idiich tha rest of ua have fau^t for aad atlU oheriah. 8uoh a man was Martin 
Luther King. Hia.tory, • wa hapa it Bay aoas ba written by objactlTa achclara. will 
rawaal and doeuBant Bora and Bora tha diaaatar ha let loose upon thla nation. 

To BUBorialisa a aan like this, is to BaBorialiaa tha aneaias of our freadons, 

^ the traitors to our cause, and tha defectors froB onr ideals and traditions. King 
was all these things and acre, and as such, ha should hare bean dealt with as ara 
other anti-i^ericans who practice treachery aad proaota anarchy* 

Tour suggastlon that, because King was "assasinatad*', tha student's adoration 
and the tribute la justifibd and is excusable• In tha first place. King was killed 
by an unknown hand, who Bight, whan proTad (which has not yet happened) turn out to 


9 ^ 3 
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b# a Caamolat the aaae a« Ovwald. farthtr I would warn 70 U that tha word "assaaina- 
tion" la aot uaad for tha aordar of rabbla-rovaara aad daaa^S**a; It la 0 &I 7 afpro- 


priata for tha aurdar of haada of atata* Uof waa Mt tha haad of aafthlac azcapt 
tha aaaro raTolatloaary Wat on tha daatrnetlOh of oar aUta. Sagardlaaa of year 
haliafa, you ahould at laaat adhar to aaaaatlaa* 


^ Bhf that if oaa objaeta to Xlair*a aetloiu oaa adrocataa hla aurder to 
rapaat tha coloaaal aoB^aaqultmr of our tiaa* 


ho oaa condoaae mrder, not avan of Kia«. I aa, aa ara all loyal Aaaricaaa, 
acalaat thia aordar aad all aurdam hj tha aaaa tohaa 1 aa (aa ahould you ha) 
admlnat tha aardera that King'# ro-rolutloa laatlgatad, juat aa I aa agalaat tha 
iastructlon of law and ordar by tha aagro iaauzTootioa lod, iaapirad and plaanad 
by Klni;. 

It la your duty aa an adult aa wall aa tha haadaaatar of a achool, to axplaln 
to your charsas that thase two thlnga anat be aaparatad. Xhara ia no ralatlon 
(axcept one you chooaa ta aaha) batwaaa tha Injuatiea dona to King by hie etill 
unknown aurdaray, and tha shocking, national, sanaaXaaa iajustlca done to the aillloaa 
of layal law^ldlng, paaoa-lorlng Aaarleana by Martin luthar Kjng and hla foUowara* 

I eondaam both aa yon ahould. 

1 ooadaan King'a audar but 1 also eendanuKiag aa a traitor to hla nation, a 
■on idio adaocatad daallng with our oaony, tbo Com^ata, who ara 
ot Aoericana In Viat Man* 1 oendan Klng^as the chief ■orer, of o revolution, a 
bloo^ dastructlve and ovll revolution, against hie own nation end of overt violanca 
of lew and order as e aattar of planned policy* 

.1 condaan Martin I^ither King who mm rooponalblo for tha allliona of dollars 
worth of property destroyed, burned and looted by Mgroaa, and of lives anuffed 
out by ooba frenxled by the doctrines and Idaoa that King kept spouting. 

If blind hatred, aa X know you llbarala believe, wee the canoe of King's nurdar 
(thia haa not bean proved), than idiy eoadone blind hatred aet up by King and looeaned 
on our paopia is tha violence that haa bean the undeniable order of the day elnca 
Xing started it. blind hatred begets nore hatred* All this ends ae CoRauiuete 
planned it to end, in utteranarchy* 

1 should thlzJc the irony of all thia would appeal to you* Bow ironic can you 
get when the nan who created acre trouble, conflict and civil war in this nation than 
any other'isdirlduel ih oar hietory, could be along with other Cooausist?, awarded 
the Nobel '*keaae" Prise* 



Hhil* It is 1 vitMBS th« 4sBtb of a ub sword idio bss llwsd 

bj tbt sword, th* rssl irooj Xlss In tbs fact that Martin Lather King, regardlesa 
of what he said he was doing, did iscite others to floleace* And, he did nee the 
threat of sore Tiolence, as a sordid and flagrant blaclonail apon your represents- 
tiTea and sine, in the Congress, to pass sore **eiTia rights'* laws alleged to be 
for the benefit of the negroes.•.who were Isotiag, bnmljig and killing regardlans 
of the fact that thesa laws bad renoeed all lagsl bnrrisra to nagro adranoasentt 
Blstory will reveal King and record hln for what he was. If he had belisnsd in 
Boa-Tlolenoe (as ha said ha did) ha would have (as he eonld have) stepped tba vlolanes 
that always resulted fron his pressnet. 

Rot only did King fail to present a single Incident of violence or fr^nta- 
tioB of law, but avea when he planned and knew ahead of tine where violence would 
erupt, he did not atop the planning nor the subaequant results. Aa in the case 
of the Monphia rlota. King knew they would happen and never lifted hia finger er 
his voice to stop then or to warn the authorities that they would happen. He knew 
ahead of tine and helped to plan the Invasion of Washington by the black hoodlvMS, 
gangsters and erlnlnsls and ths black anarchy that was its and product. 

Xvery year during Kin^s aetivltlas, erina in ths Dnited States increased 
naterlally. The najority of crine was eoMittsd by negross and this included 
■order, leotlxig, burf lary, sugging, rape and arson in which froa five to ten 
tines nore negroes coanitted such erinsa than whites* Also, the najority of il- 
leginate children in thla country are black and ower of all persons In the 
urban areas on relief, well unto the aecoivl or third generation, are black. The 
nlllions of doUara for aid to dapendent children is largely spent on black peopla. 

All this resulted fros King's 'Unlatry'*. And, there in no record that Hr. King 
was sver ordained as a Christinn ninister. 

These are facta. 

Xven his own race eondenned hin and hia influence! George Schulyer, the noot 
distlngulehed negro newanan and olnnnlst (in an editorial after King's death) said 
tbsthowever tragic and unfortunate King's mirder was, "it was largely a natter of 
bis own doing." 

He who lives by the sword will die by the sword. 

Congresanan A. W. Watson, investigating King's actions and Incendiary talk, 
declared that King vae the braina behind the riots that resulted in Il8 derthe 
in the year 1967* Ar.d, he said that King's danger lay in the fact that he. King, 
was sly and cleVer enough to convince anny good Anerieans that he was "hamleas and 
respectable" while he was actually "aiding and abetting ths Cosnnlst conspiracy 
against this nation." 
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Aft«r •••tiaf Ib VaBhlBft«B with th« t«o pf th# apst Vlpl««t Xp«4prp of bloek 
•Barctaj and TioloBot (I rofor to CBraichaol «Bd Bap Brow yt» aaid tbcj wov ^ kill 
BBd burB)«.»KiB^ BBdp a atatoBoat -wQf'lBc: * Vp aook to aar to tho nation in our 
aaBpaigp that if yon deaH atralBbtaa bp« than yoa*ra wrltlBg your own obituary *** 


Thaaa vara tba Bad tbraata of poor haro Hartla Lathar Kiac. Thia vaa typical 
of tha blaekBall ba aaployad to aov tobbI politiciaaa iBto aufaBlaaloa. JCiag «aa 
BOt oBly aasoclatad vitb kBOVB aatlalatle CoBBaaiata (all tralaad to destroy our 
•OTaraBaat), but ba birad aa aaeratarlaa tvo of tha uorat orlaiaala tba aagro raea 
baa artr produced: !• Bayard Buatia, a aoBTiotad aodoaiat and aazual parrarti 
2. Jack O'Dell (alias laatar Pitta), idio vaa exposed aa a CoBBuaist by tha U. 5* 
Saaata, and who vaa a CoBBaaiat orcaaiaar ia New Orlaaaa. Vbaa tha heat on thaaa 
two CoBBuaiats bacsBa too bat, lla^ rooertad to the deoeitful atrategea of "firiae** 
thea aa bia aearetariea. Ba tbaa got than jobs in aaotbar part of hia organiutioa. 


la this the aalJit to be adorod sad bald la bl^ ssteoB by mice aoxval young 
iBariaan boya 1b ydur sehoolf If yon are golBg to bavo a BOBorial to Blag, lot 
such a BeBorial tall tba truth* 


But King's wortc aa a iUogal Instigator of elolanee and tba sbattorlng of lav 

♦ 

sad order, vaa not hia Boat destruotive oontribution to the eiril war ia our land* 
He was the author of tha new Borallty***which ia no Borality. Ha vaa the ineentor 
of "flexible Boral6*'*.*tha colt and systaa by vhieh any person who does not like 
tha lavs can break thea with iaponity* And, tdmt ia worse, the philosophy that 
any and all aeana, boweTer, falsa, bowever Illegal, howeTer iwtoral, are perfectly 
eorrecti and good if tba end is conoeiTod, by tba parson coBBitting thaaa erinas 
to ba goodi Bril bobbs beget evil oada. King boliaTod that good ends justify evil 
Btana* Thia la why our crina rata baa risen out of all proportion during King's 
sstlTitieBl 

In this he has left hia black and awful Bark upOB our tiaes. If you conaone 
a Banorlal tc uin, I think you should know the facts about King. Before you use 
any soney gieen you by parents for the proper oducation of their sons, X think you 
should ask the parents if they condone such a BeMrial* But before you ask than, 

1 su£.'eEt you send thea a copy of thia latter and let thea see the other sice, the 
real side, the true side, that has been kept froB their naiTO sons. 



If you don't wnnt do thl», I vUl bo glod to oond Jiob oopleo. 
Tbon, take a onto and mo tho paronto My* 

Thle, I tkink, you art obllgatod to do. 

Ton haTO no right to doludo those boys wlthont thoir paronts consent* 


faithfully yours, 










' ^©76 October 16, 1868 





Tour letter of October 9th has been received. 

While I won]4 like to be of assistance to you, Infor¬ 
mation concerning the alleged communist activities of Martin Luther 
King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential 
nature. 1 regret 1 am unable to be of he^p in this instance. 
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Sincerely yours, 
J, Edgar Hoover 


Tolton 
D.Looch — - 

Mohf_ 

Bi.hop - 
Cotp.r 
Cqilohofi ______ 

vV^ Conrod 

' '/Vr r.li__ 

'■ Gal» 

L Ros.n 

Sullivon - 

' Tov.l _ 

Troti.r 




T.l*. Room 
Helm.* — 
Gondy _ 


NOTE: Bufile^s^ontain no record of correspondent. 
WMG:mrcll'^(3) 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Gentlemen: 

I would like a report of your investigation into the Conrnunistic 
Activities of Martin liuther Ki ng. 

Sincerely, 
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ALL INF0R?:^AT10N CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 5 - 7 ? fi-of SPMJitnidi 

Oi-t* 


Toar letter of October 7th has been received. 

While I w6uld like to be of usiatance in coo- 
nection with your Inquiryi information concerning the alleged 
communist affiliatians of Martin Luther King, whether sub¬ 
stantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department 
of Justice order regarding all matters a confidential nature. 
1 regret I am unable to be of help in this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jt Edgar Hoovrf 



Sullivar 
T ov. 
Trotte 
Tele. R 
Holmes 
Candy 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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Atlanta Ga. 30315 
October 7, 1968 


fcT'fy 


J. E. Hoover 
of, F. B. I. 

Washington D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am listing to a local radio station which is all 
talk and thi gentleman calls in and says thaJ^Dir^^JtolkLLuUl^ 
/? K ing was a communist I would like for you to tell me what you 
think, as I respect you very much from all your years in service 
for our country 

« 

I will appreciate your answer. 






Sincerely, 
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C/'-/-^«>^VW>'2-'^ . .. . _ . .. 

^ 12>'-(. ALL INFORMATION CCnTAINED 

'JiAU^.^rx lO.(7, herein IS unclassified 
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October S» 1968 



Andrews, Teats 







f>ff 


_ Toll 


D*Loarh 
Mohr —_ 


Bishop 

Casper 


Callohon 

Conrad_ 

Felt _ 

Gale_ 


Rosen 


Sulllvon 
Tavel _ 


Trolter __ 
Tele. Room 
Heines — 
Gandy 


I hare received your letter of September S8th* 
While 1 would certainly like to be of assistance to you, lnfor<* 
mation in oar files must be maintained as confideattal in 
accordance with regulations of the Departmmit of Justice. 

1 am sorry I am unable to famish the data you are seeking. 


Sincerely yours, 
J, Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no information IdentlHable with correspondmt. 
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Andrew, Texas 
Sept. 28, 1968 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover: ALL iNFORMATl Oli Cun i AlUt 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

Dear Sir: DATE?.* BYSP'^- 

Please send me information concerning the 
poUtical background of the late Martin Luthe r’^ ^ng , 

Sincerely, 
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October 1, 1968 
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X received your letter, with enclosure, on Septem¬ 
ber 26th and want to thank you for your kind comments concerning 
my work with this Bureau.* 



While I would like to be of assistance to you, infor- 
matlao about the alleged communist afflliatioQS of Martin Luther 
1 ^'Klng , whether substantiated or not, cannot be releMed because' 
of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a con¬ 
fidential nature. I regret I am unable to be of assistance to you 
in this instance. 


Sincerely yours, 
J, Edgar Boovet 




Toll 


> OtLoach 

Uohr_ 

Bishop _ 
Cosp.r _ 

s' .'Cttllohan 
Conrad _ 
r.li 

- , ' Col. 


Rosm _ 
Sullivan 
Tov. 
Trot 
TeU 
Holm.s 
Candy 


NOTE: Bufiles oootaln no information identifiable with correspondent. 
Her enclosure was a piece of notepaper bearing the statement "Keep up 
the good work! All anti Communist are behind you." 
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Federal Bureau of Investagtion 
Washington, D.C 



Stoughton, Mass 


h-rC^ 


Dear Sirs 


I am very interested in the story of Martin Luther King, 
I have heard that many people think he was a commuist. 

I was just wcxindering if there is any truth to this 
statement or is it just opinto? 

So 1 figuarg if he was a Commuist the F. B. I. would 
have someting on him, and wouldn’t mind sending me a copy. 


Plus I want to congradulate you and your fellow 
workers on the good job you are doing, we need more men like 
you. And Tell J Edger Hoover I said Hello! 


Thank you 


/s/ 
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